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(WHEREUPON, the proceedi nhgs began at
7:02 p.m, and the follow ng transpired:)

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Ckay. |If you
could please rise and face the American fl ag,
with your right hand over your heart, and
repeat with ne the pl edge of allegiance.

(WHEREUPON, the assenbl age recited
t he pl edge of all egiance.)

MAYOR EKSTRAND: And it is a
Far m ngdal e history here that if we coul d,
pl ease, remain standing for a nonent of silence
I n supporting our troops and our first
responders.

(WHEREUPON, a nonent of silence was
observed by the assenbl age.)

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Thank you. You
may be seat ed.

DEPUTY MAYOR BARRETT: One ot her
quick thing. A little hip-hip hooray for the
Dal ers beating the Chiefs. | think they
pounced t hem

MAYOR EKSTRAND: W' |l start off
wWith the opening remarks from C audi o DeBel lis,

the Village Attorney.
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MR. DEBELLIS: Good eveni ng,
everyone.

Before we begin, we wanted to go
over sonme ground rules, simlar to the ground
rules we had at the | ast public hearing.

As you can see, there are a | ot of
peopl e here. W anticipate that many people
will want to speak, and we will afford everyone
that wants to do so the opportunity to do so.
In an effort to ensure that the hearing noves
al ong and each person gets an opportunity, each
person will have three m nutes to speak.

The Mayor has al so asked ne to
address a flyer that was m stakenly delivered
to Village Hall. Sone of you may have received
it. A flyer, which we believe was prepared by
the former Mayor, which contains many
I naccuracies. Allow ne to explain.

In the flyer there is a claimthat
the Board cannot permt this developer to build
t he proposed devel opnent in the Central
Sub- Area of the D-MJ, because it violates the
Code. This is false.

MR. ADDEO Well, wait a second.
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Hol d on.

MR. DEBELLIS: Let ne give you the
facts.

MR. ADDEO Hold on. Hold on.

MAYCR EKSTRAND: Wit a second
here, guys.

MR. ADDEOQ  Shouldn't we let the
publ i c make t hose deci sions instead of our
Board Attorney telling the public how to think?

FEMALE VO CE: That's right.

MAYCR EKSTRAND: This is the Code.

MR. ADDEQ It's the Code?

MAYOR EKSTRAND: He's reading the
Code.

MR. ADDEQO Ckay. | amjust
clarifying.

MR. DEBELLIS: Let ne give you the
facts, and then you, as the public, can decide.

What is mssing fromthe flyer is
that the Farm ngdale Code is witten with great
flexibility --

FEMALE VO CE: (Interjecting) Oh,
sure.

MR. DEBELLIS: (Continuing) -- it
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allows the Village Board to ensure the
viability of the Village Downt own.

Here's a fact. Section 8600-125,
and anyone that wants to see it can go online,
cone to Village Hall, you can see the Section
for yourselves. [|'mnot nmeking this stuff up.

"The Downtown plan identifies" --
and I'mreading fromthe Code now, "identifies
that varying existing conditions which stand in
the way of revitalization of the Downtown and
calls for the inplenentation of various actions
to encourage and facilitate the creation of
such a Dowmntown. The Board finds that the
creation of a Downtown M xed-Use ("D MJ'")
Zoning District is necessary to create and
sustain a vibrant, attractive and econom cally
fl ouri shi ng Downt own.

"In order to effectuate the intent
and purpose of this Article it is necessary for
the Board to have the authority to waive or
alter the provisions of this Article, in a
manner consistent with this Article."

That's right out of the Code. The

Code that the fornmer Mayor was a part of and

Accurate Court Reporting Service, Inc. 631-331-3753



PUBLIC HEARING 09/24/2018 Page 7

1 PUBLI C HEARI NG - 9/ 24/ 18
hel ped pass.

Now, in furtherance of that clear
authority that the Code gives to this Board,
and any future Board, is Section 132 of the
code. That's the section that deals with
Devel opnment and | ncentive Bonuses. There it

reads: "The Board of Trustees shall have all

© 00 N o 0o b~ w DN

t hose powers set forth in New York State,

10 that's "New York State Village Law 87-703," and

Law,

11 "may, at it's discretion, vary the required

12 density, coverage and floor area rati os,

13 par ki ng requirenents, building heights,

14 requi red set backs, topographical changes, open
15 space, and perm ssible uses in the District

16 provi ded such variance is consistent with the
17 I ntent and purpose of this Article,” which

18 again the continuing viability of the Vill age
19 Downt own.

20 And, so, those are the facts. You
21 can deci de whether the flyer is wong. That's
22 your decision. The only Iimt cap the Village
23 Board can waive or alter is recited in

24 8600- 132B. That Section nmakes clear that this

25 Board -- any Board cannot waive -- no matter
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2 how good they think a proposal is -- they

3 cannot wai ve building heights in excess of 40

4 feet, or three and-a-half stories, "Densities

5 in the Northern, Eastern [sic], and Central

6 Sub- Areas in excess of sixty (60) units/per

7 acre; Densities in Southern Sub-Area in excess
8 of forty-five (45) units/per acre.

9 “Maxi nrum bui | di ng area cover age

10 greater than ninety percent (90%; or

11 "Mnimmdwelling unit size |ess

12 than five hundred fifty (550) square feet."

13 In reality, and contrary to the

14 flyer, there is nothing in that Section, or in
15 any other part of the D-MJ Code, which prevents
16 the Village Board fromaltering the FAR Min
17 Street entrances, parking stall size, parking
18 back-up ai sl es, or |oading spaces.

19 Now, this doesn't nean that the
20 Village is free to waive -- or the Village
21 Board is free to waive -- or alter these
22 requirenents at will. It sinply neans that the
23 Village Board has the power to alter themif a
24 proposed devel opnent is one, which it finds, is
25 beneficial to the Vill age.
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And that is exactly why we have
hearings, so the Village Board can hear from
the applicant, the Village Board can hear from
you, the public, and nake that determ nation.

Now, it is the fornmer Mayor's
position -- and he was present at the neetings
regarding the nmaking of the DDMJ Code -- and it
was clear to himthat the Village Board, at the
time, intended to prohibit any future Board
fromwai ving parking or FAR or Main Street
ent rances.

As we've seen, the clear |anguage
I n the Code doesn't support that position. |
wasn't present during the enactnent of the
Code, but the former Village Attorney was, and
hi s opi ni on does not support the fornmer Mayor.

It is the fornmer Village Attorney's
opi nion that the fornmer Mayor and the Board
wanted to have great discretion and the only
caps on their ability to waive or alter the
Code woul d be those to building height,
densities in excess of 60 units per acre,
maxi mum bui | di ng size, and m ni mum dwel | i ng

unit size area.
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We shoul d al so conment briefly on
ot her fal se and m sl eadi ng accusations in the
flyer. The claimthat the Village Board has
acted illegally in connection with this
application, and the allegations that the
Village Board is nmaking up the rules as they go
Is false and defamatory. The inplication that
the Mayor has essentially paid his Village
Attorney to offer an opinion to his liking is
al so fal se and defamatory.

The claimis one that subjects
t hose maki ng such clains to a |lawsuit of
def amati on, because it exposes the Mayor to
public contenpt, ridicule, aversion or
di sgrace, and induces an evil opinion of himin
the m nds of right-thinking persons, |ike the
publ i c of Farm ngdal e.

The statenents nmade by the forner
Mayor are defamatory because they advance the
claimthat the Village Board and the Mayor | ack
of integrity, are engaged in illegal activity,
have habitually neglected their duty,
squandered and m sused public funds, have

bri bed -- have used their official office for
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2 profit or special advantage, have breached the

3 public trust. It's all false.

4 We have witten to the fornmer Myor

5 and advised himof the | aw on these issues, and

6 have advi sed hi mthat anyone involved with the

7 publication is exposed to damages for

8 def amat i on.

9 The claimthat any applicant wll
10 not be able to receive waivers at issue here is
11 also wong. It's neant to scare everybody. No
12 one should fear that the fl oodgates are going
13 to open. Every application is judged on its
14 nerits.

15 Again, the Village Code gives the
16 Board the power to | ook at the application,

17 bring themto a hearing, and all ow comrent from
18 the public. If it finds that through that

19 process that the application is not one that is
20 suited for the Village or the best interest for
21 the Village, then knock it down. There's

22 nothing that is going to say, "Because they

23 granted this application they have to grant

24 everything that cones after that."

25 So, let's summarize. W're here
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t oni ght because the applicant has the right,
| i ke any other applicant, to ask for relief
under the Code. That Code allows the Vill age
Board to waive or alter the requirenents of the
Code if certain conditions are net, and the
proposal is one that will benefit the Village.
The Village Board will listen, give anyone who
W shes to speak the opportunity to do so, and
ultimately decide if the applicant is entitled
to the waivers or alterations of the Code he is
seeki ng.

No deci sion has yet been nade.

FEMALE VO CE: Yeah, sure.

MR. DEBELLIS: You can rest assured
t hat each nmenber of the Village Board wll
exam ne this application closely and determ ne
If it is a proposal, which is in the best
i nterest of the Village.

And with that | wll pass this to
t he Mayor.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Gkay. Brian, who
has the list to call people up?

MR, HARTY: | do.

MR. ADDEO Do you want to nake the
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presentation first?

MR. HARTY: |s the presentation
first fromM. Staller's group?

MAYOR EKSTRAND: | knew t hat.

M. Staller and Staller Associ ates,
i f you want to start your presentation, now is
the tine.

MR. STALLER: Thank you, M. Mayor.
And t hank you, Menbers of the Board. |
appreci ate your tine.

My nane is Cary Staller. Many of
you participated in our informational neeting
| ast nonth, at the library. But for those of
you who were unable to attend, here is an
I ntroduction to our project.

For those of you who were able to
attend, thank you for joining us there, and I
apol ogize if sone of this is a bit redundant.

I"'ma big believer in civic
engagenent and believe that when everyone works
together we can inprove the quality of our
communities. | was the Mayor for nine years,
five elections, of the Village where | |ive and

retired in order to have the tine for ny
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service as a Trustee of the State University of
New York, which is proud to call Farm ngdal e
Col | ege one our canpuses.

My famly has been in Farm ngdal e
for over 100 years. M grandfather first cane
to Farm ngdale to sell fruits and veget abl es at
a Farnmer's Market in the Village, where he
wor ked out of a canvas stall.

Here's a copy of the survey dated
Septenber 21, 1939, of property owned by ny
gr andf at her on Eastern Par kway.

( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentation was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: You can see the date
on the survey, and that is it owned by Max
Staller, Wiole Sale Fruit and Produce Exchange.

W recently conpleted construction
of the new apartnent building at the portion of
this property, east of OGakvi ew Avenue.

(WHEREUPON, there was a Power Poi nt
presentation.)

MR. STALLER. And here's a
phot ograph of Max Staller's trucks parked

outside of the building on that survey, which

Accurate Court Reporting Service, Inc. 631-331-3753
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2 we have preserved and transforned into

3 apartnents. You'll note that we kept the

4 two-story brick building for its historical

5 signi ficance.

6 Al t hough it woul d have been nuch

7 cheaper to denolish the building and construct
8 a single, larger, new el evator building, we

9 wanted to help preserve this architecturally
10 significant structure. W feel this adds

11 context to the history of the Village.

12 During these hundred years, ny

13 famly has seen a |l ot of changes in

14 Far m ngdal e. A&P bought WAl dbauni s and then
15 filed for bankruptcy. Many retailers, which
16 were long-tine fixtures on Main Street --

17 i ncluding ny uncle's store, Stallers Mitual

18 Interiors -- went out of business. CVS, which
19 | brought to the Village 30 years ago, has
20 noved across the street. Many other retailers
21 noved to strip shopping centers outside of the
22 Vil l age.
23 The only constant over the past
24 hundred years, is that the Village has changed.
25 The Farm ngdal e of 100 years ago, 50 years ago,

Accurate Court Reporting Service, Inc. 631-331-3753
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or even 20 years ago no can |onger exists. And
we certainly don't want the Farm ngdale of 10
years ago, when we had the 18 enpty stores
al ong Main Street.

My point is that ny famly is as
i nvested in the Village as each one of you.

We, too, are looking into the future, trying to
determ ne what is best for this Village. Wile
we may di sagree on our vision for the future, |
don't think we can disagree that we all care
very nmuch about the future of the Village.

Unli ke all other devel opers who
have built apartnents in Downtown Farm ngdal e,
we have not sold our projects and will continue
to owmn them We plan on neticul ously buil ding
themto extrenely high standards and rent and
manage them ourselves. |If the Village has a
probl em they know who to call.

We |istened carefully at the
coments at the first public hearing, and now
have i ncorporated into our proposed building a
mllion dollar art center with a 227-seat
theater and a gallery, which can be used for

art shows and ot her events.
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Here is floor plan of the theater.

( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentati on was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: And here is a
rendering of the theater.

( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentati on was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: W al so reached out
to M. Robert O Neill, who operates the Bayway
Arts Center in East Islip and the BroadHol | ow
Theatre in Elnont. M. O Neill has over 40
years of experience operating conmunity
theaters on Long Island, and he has agreed to
operate the arts center as a not-for-profit
busi ness.

W believe that the proposed arts
center would provide a trenendous benefit to
the community and Downt own Farm ngdal e by
provi di ng professional theater productions
t hroughout the year. 1t also would provide
access to a theater for |ocal comunity and
student theater groups to produce their own
per f or mances.

The arts center would feature

Accurate Court Reporting Service, Inc. 631-331-3753
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t heater classes for children and adults, as well
as a venue for children's birthday parties and
simlar events.

The gallery space woul d provide a
spectacul ar venue for community and
prof essional art exhibitions. And here's a
rendering of the gallery.

( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt

© 00 N o 0o b~ w DN

10 presentati on was di spl ayed.)

11 MR. STALLER: W are all very

12 concerned about what woul d happen to Downt own
13 Farm ngdale if left alone. | think we know the
14 answer based upon what has happened al ready.

15 It will turn into a hot spot devoted

16 exclusively to bars and restaurants. The

17 reason for this is quite sinple.

18 Bars and restaurants and the sort,
19 and unli ke many areas on Long | sl and,

20 Far m ngdal e has them W receive over 20 calls
21 for bars and restaurants for every call for a
22 retail use. And bars and restaurants can

23 afford to pay nore than twi ce as nuch rent.

24 So, what we are seeing are owners

25 of stores in Farm ngdal e converting retail
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space into bars and restaurants. Indeed, if
| eft alone, Main Street wll turn into a street
devot ed al nost exclusively to bars and
restaurants.

|'"ve been trying to resist this
tidal wave. At 231 Main Street, we are not
renting our retail space to bars and
restaurants. The result is that our |easing
has proceeded very slowy and our rents are 50
percent | ower than what bars and restaurants
are wlling to pay.

If we don't build an apartnent
building at the former CVS site, we will be
forced to | ease the existing stores to bars and
restaurants. Quite frankly, that would be the
easi est and nost profitable alternative for us.

However, for ne adding nore bars
and restaurants woul d not be the best outcone
for Farm ngdale, and | think that nost
resi dents woul d agree.

By bringing patrons of the arts and
apartnent residents directly to Main Street,
all of the |ocal businesses benefit. You nay

ask, "What do | care about that since | don't
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own a |l ocal business?" | submt that you
actually do benefit when the stores on Miin
Street are successful. Because if the existing
retailers fail, it will be replaced by nore
bars and restaurants.

The proposed devel opnent at 333
Main Street woul d reduce the nunber of traffic
trips generated to and fromthe Village. |If
all of our existing stores are |leased to
restaurants and bars, which are the easiest
tenants to find and pay the highest rent, the
exi sting buildings will generate 209 trips for
peak hour on a Saturday.

( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentati on was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: Wiile the proposed
devel opnent woul d generate only 109 trips per
peak hour; a net reduction of 90 trips per
Sat urday peak hour. And, of course, trip
generation figures correlate directly wth
traffic.

( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentati on was di spl ayed.)

MR STALLER: Here's a chart
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2 show ng how t he proposed project actually wll
3 reduce traffic conpared to the existing

4 bui | di ngs. The proposed devel opnent al so woul d
5 reduce the need for parking in the Village

6 muni ci pal parking | ots.

7 If the existing stores are |eased

8 to restaurants and bars, they'|ll utilize 543

9 par ki ng spaces, whereas the proposed

10 devel opnent would use only 61. Thus, the

11 proposed building wll reduce parking demand of
12 the Village lots by 482 cars.

13 ( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt

14 presentation was di spl ayed.)

15 MR. STALLER. Here's a chart

16 show ng how par ki ng denand woul d be | ower wth
17 t he proposed project in the existing buildings.
18 In order to confirmthat the

19 Vil lage has nore than enough parking for the
20 proposed project, we asked M. John Harter of
21 Atlantic Traffic & Design Engineers, physically
22 to count the nunber of vacant parking spaces
23 during a Saturday afternoon and evening. Wile
24 M. Harter will testify later this evening
25 about his findings, | want to point out here
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t hat what he found was at the peak tines of
2:00 p.m on Saturday afternoon, and 9:00 p. m
On Saturday night, there were 290 and 57
avai | abl e parki ng spaces, respectively, in the
Village parking | ots near the proposed
devel opnent. Thus, the anecdotal testinony
presented by nenbers of the public that there
I s not enough parking is sinply incorrect.

And if the proposed devel opnent is
built, there would be even nore parking
avai | abl e, because the proposed retail and arts
center would utilize fewer parking spaces than
t he existing uses.

M. Harter's actual parking counts
i ncl ude the existing uses. So, if these are
repl aced by the proposed uses, the nunber of
avai | abl e parking spaces wll increase.

( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentati on was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: This chart shows how
parking availability would be increased from
the 57 existing open spaces at 9:00 p.m on a
Saturday to 160 open spaces for the proposed

devel opnent, using data provided by the
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Institute of Transportation Engi neers.

And even if we assune that the
par ki ng data provided by the Institute of
Transportation Engineers is too conservative
and we need one car for every two theater
seats, this chart shows that the proposed
devel opnent woul d i ncrease parking availability
fromthe 57 existing open spaces at 9:00 p. m
On a Saturday to 110 open spaces.

(WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentati on was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: The next chart shows
how parking availability would be increased
from 290 open spaces at 2:00 p.m on a Saturday
to 393 open spaces -- using data fromthe
Institute of Transportation Engineers -- or 343
open spaces if one car is used for every two
theater seats. Thus, it is quite clear that
t he proposed devel opnent woul d use fewer
muni ci pal parki ng spaces than the existing
bui | di ngs.

( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentati on was di spl ayed.)

MR STALLER:. And here are aeri al
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phot os conparing in blue highlights the anount
of parking that would be necessary if the
exi sting buildings were all used:

First, for bars and restaurants --
the easiest tenants to find, and they pay the
hi ghest rents.

Second, for their existing uses.

And | astly, for the proposed
bui | di ng.

As you can see, the demand for
parking in the Village | ot would be greatly
reduced by the proposed project.

The proposed building is located in
the Village District, which expressly permts a
bui |l ding of this size, configuration, nunber of
apartnent units, height, and floor area ratio
as in the building we have proposed, all with
t he approval of the Village Board of Trustees.

| ndeed, the building we have
proposed was expressly anticipated in the
Village Master Plan and incorporated into the
Village Zoning Code. And we are not asking for
anyt hing nore than what the Village has granted

I n the past on other projects.
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At the public hearing, several
menbers of the community expressed their
opinion that the size of the building' s facade
along Main Street was too large. W |istened
to these concerns and redesigned the entire
proj ect.

( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentation was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: Here's a rendering of
the resigned building. Facing Main Street, we
created two separate wi ngs connected in the
center by the |ess prom nent wal kway. The
wal kway is set back about 30 feet fromthe rest
of the building. Thus, on Main Street, the
bui |l ding now wi || appear as two separate,
smal l er buildings wwth a lowrise building in
bet ween. As you can see, we've been very
responsi ve.

(WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentati on was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: Here's anot her
renderi ng of the redesigned buil ding.

Resi dents expressed concern at the

public hearing that the proposed buil ding had
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2 t hree parking spaces |l ess than the nunber

3 required by code. W listened and revised our
4 pl ans.

5 (WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt

6 presentati on was di splayed.)

7 MR. STALLER: Here's a copy of our
8 par ki ng layout. Qur proposed buil ding now has
9 two parking spaces nore than the nunber

10 requi red by Village Code.

11 It's also worth noting that many of
12 our tenants use the train and Uber and they do
13 not have, nor do they want, as many cars as the
14 Village Code anti ci pated.

15 At the public hearing, nmenbers of
16 the community al so asked us to nove the roadway
17 connecting Main Street and the nuni ci pal

18 parking lot to the North of the firehouse and
19 to relocate the pedestrian wal kway to the north
20 of the apartnent building. W have nade both
21 of these changes.

22 As |'ve noted, we build and

23 continue to own our projects. For this reason,
24 we build themextrenely well. Qur buildings

25 are constructed out of steel and concrete.
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2 There's absolutely no structural glue. The

3 only wood we use is for interior doors and

4 baseboar ds.

5 (WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt

6 presentati on was di splayed.)

7 MR. STALLER: Here's a photo

8 showi ng our construction nethods.

9 The ot her new apartnent buil di ngs
10 i n Farm ngdal e are built out of wood. Sone are
11 constructed as prefabricated units off-site, in
12 Pennsyl vania -- not using Long Island | abor --
13 and then trucked to Long Island where they are
14 assenbl ed.

15 The floors and/or roof trusses in
16 t hese buil dings are supported by wood trusses,
17 hel d together with netal clips, not nails.

18 When there's a fire, these clips open up from
19 the heat and the trusses collapse. This is why
20 there's a sign in the exterior of these

21 bui | dings warning firefighters about the wood
22 truss construction, so they don't enter the
23 buil ding during a fire.

24 ( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt

25 presentati on was di spl ayed.)
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2 MR. STALLER: Here's a photo of

3 this type of sign on a building in Farm ngdal e,

4 which is not one of ours.

5 In 2015, 240 out of 480 apartnents

6 had a simlar wood building burn to the ground

7 I n New Jersey.

8 Qur bui |l di ng has bal coni es,

9 expansi ve and very expensive al um num w ndows.
10 Not the small, |ess expensive w ndows common in
11 rental apartnment buil dings.

12 Hal f of the apartnents in the

13 proposed buil di ng woul d have 18-foot high

14 ceilings. Qur interior doors are solid or

15 wood, not the | ess expensive, hollow doors

16 found in other apartnent buildings. W do not
17 use the Lego-1li ke, prefabricated wood

18 constructi on common across Long | sl and.

19 Qur apartnents are closer to condos
20 than they are to the other apartnents in

21 Farm ngdal e. You may ask, "Wy shoul d you

22 care?" Here's the reason. As these other

23 bui | di ngs age, the floors will squeak nore, the
24 wood wi Il shrink -- preventing doors and

25 windows fromclosing and creating | eaks, which
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wi || cause the chipboard wood siding to
del am nate. Once the buildings start to
deteriorate, they wll becone Cass B and C
bui |l dings, wth |lower rents, higher vacancies,
and high tenant turnover; exactly what you do
not want in the Village.

On the other hand, our buildings --
built out of nuch nore durable materials and
with nmuch nore desirable apartnents -- wll
continue to maintain their status as Cass A
bui | di ngs, attracting nuch better tenants.

The proposed buil ding woul d have 27
t wo- bedroom | oft apartnents and 27 one-bedroom
apartnents surrounding an interior courtyard.
The proposed apartnments will look virtually the
sane as our apartnents at The Lofts, at 231
Main Street, which have been extrenely well
recei ved.

(WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentati on was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: Here are photos of
the interiors of the apartnents at 231 Min
Street.

At the public hearing, sone people
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said that too many apartnents were being built
in Farmngdale. It's worth noting that after
years of planning with the Village residents,
public officials, and professional advisers,
the Village Master Plan called for the
construction of 375 residential apartnent units
in the Downtown area. At the present tine,
only 257 apartnent units have been built.

The proposed building at 333 Main
Street would add only 54 units, |eaving the
Village 64 units bel ow the nunber of units
envisioned in the Village's Master Plan.

In addition, the Village has
reported that no other devel opers have
approached the Vill age about devel opi ng any
ot her new residential apartnent buil dings on
Main Street. There's good reason for this,
which is that it's nuch nore profitable to rent
out an existing building to a restaurant or to
a bar than to make the investnent of tine,
energy, and noney in constructing a new
bui | di ng.

( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt

presentation was di spl ayed.)
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MR. STALLER: Here's a photo of the
Smart Gowh Award we received for The Lofts at
231 Main Street, from Vision Long |sland.

At the hearing in Village Hall,
sone expressed their sentinments about how we
have used, quote, "IDA tax evasions," end
quote, in our other projects. Yes, we have
recei ved | DA assi stance, which enabled us to
save sales tax. But with respect to the real
estate taxes, the | DA Program does not abate
t axes as shown on this slide, which shows how
taxes at our Lofts at 231 Main Street increased
after devel opnent.

( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentati on was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: Wth | DA assistance,
the current real estate taxes are the base
going forward and only increases in taxes due
to the new devel opnent are phased in over tine.
Thus, tax revenue for both the Village and the
Far m ngdal e School District actually woul d
I ncrease not decrease because of the proposed
devel opnent. Al npbst every new residenti al

project in Nassau County has participated in
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this | DA Program

At the public hearing, soneone
argued that this project would put a strain on
the I ocal school district. It's inportant here
to separate the facts fromthe fears.

At the Lofts at 231 Main Street, we
have no school -age children residing in the
buil ding. And since the real estate taxes we
pay to the Farm ngdal e School District have
I ncreased due to the construction of The Lofts
at 231 Main Street, the school district
actually is better off. Furthernore, according
to Village records, there are only 22
school -aged children living in all 257
apartnents, which have been built recently in
the Vill age.

We plan to | ease three apartnents
at 333 Main Street to adults with devel opnent al
disabilities as part of our affordable housing
conponent. These disabled residents are all
nental |y di sabl ed and earn | ess than $15, 000
per year. The shortage of housing on Long
I sland for the devel opnentally disabled is nuch

greater than for workforce enpl oyees.
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My daughter is 25 years old, blind,
and has the nental aptitude of an 18-nonth-ol d.
So, I'"'mvery connected to the disabled community
and appreciate of how desperately they need
quality, safe, and affordabl e housing.

Peopl e on Long |sland want very
much to live in terrific apartnents in
wal kabl e, Downtown areas. W've experienced
strong demand fromall sorts of people -- from
enpty nesters, to young coupl es | ooking for
their first apartnent, to people noving to Long
| sl and.

(WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentation was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: Here's a slide with
the results of a study show ng that 63 percent
of MIllennials prefer living in a car-optional
nei ghbor hood.

Many of you have received a mailer
sent out by the former Mayor. In that mailer,
the fornmer Mayor refers to the Village Master
Plan, but he fails to nention that the Vill age
Zoni ng Code control s devel opnent, not the

Master Plan. The fornmer Mayor has been told
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this, but he keeps trying to confuse people by
referring to a Master Plan.

As | noted previously, the proposed
building is |located in an area where the
Vil |l age Zoni ng Code expressly permts a
bui |l ding of this size, configuration, nunber of
apartnment units, height, and floor area, as in
the building we have proposed, all with the
approval of the Village Board of Trustees.

We are not asking for anything nore
than what the Village has granted in the past,
on other projects. And contrary to the
statenments made in that mailer, we are not
asking for any variances. W are nerely asking
for bonuses provided in the Code.

In this flyer, the former Mayor
al so attacks us for leasing half of our
af fordabl e apartnents to adults with
devel opnental disabilities, who do not have
driver's licenses, cannot drive, and do not own
cars. He wote that we quote, "My have
crossed an ethical line," end quote. And that
quote, "Staller is playing the sane trick on

this application, so he can reduce the nunber
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of parking stalls required! [Illegal or just
wrong?" cl ose quote.

Qur disabled residents are all
mental |y di sabl ed and earn | ess than $15, 000
per year. It is very disappointing that
anyone, never mnd a fornmer Mayor and forner
public official, would have the audacity to
attack sone for providing housing for the
devel opnental | y di sabl ed; peopl e who are anobng
t he nost vul nerabl e nenbers of our community.

And these questions -- quote, "What
about famly and friends?" End quote. And
guote, "What about caseworkers and car et akers?"
End quote -- nmake no sense since the Village
Code does not require parking for quote,

"famly and friends," end quote -- or quote,

"casewor kers and caretakers," end quote, for
any other apartnment projects. |Is the forner
Mayor asking this Village Board to discrimnate
in this case?

The former Mayor also asked in this
flyer why we have not submtted a description
of the econom c benefit to the Village of the

proposed project over a 10-year period. This
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sinply is not true. |Indeed, we have submtted
two econom c inpact reports to the Village.
The first report will be described shortly by
M. Chic Voorhis of Nelson, Pope, & Voorhis.

(WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentati on was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: But here is a slide
with sonme highlights fromthat report.

In this report, M. Voorhis
determ ned that the proposed devel opnent woul d
have a positive econonm c inpact on the
community, in terns of increased tax revenue,
net additional revenue for the Farm ngdal e
School District, jobs created during
construction, and on-going positive economc
| npact on the Village through the creation of
new jobs at the retail stores and theater and
m xed- use housing. These benefits are real and
wi Il bring additional revenue and vitality to
the Vill age.

(WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentati on was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: The second report,

which is sunmarized in this slide, outlines
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2 ot her specific comunity benefits provided by
3 t he proposed devel opnent, including a $1
4 mllion cultural arts center, rent for the
5 theater -- which is 52 percent |ower than
6 current market rents, creating a total benefit
7 of over $700,000 over a ten-year period, and
8 whi ch woul d enable this not-for-profit theater
9 to flourish -- a benefit to the community from
10 t he af fordabl e housi ng conponent equal to over
11 $900, 000 over a ten-year period, increase tax
12 paynents of over a mllion dollars over a
13 ten-year period on top of the tax paynents on
14 the existing buildings, a $180, 000 devel oprent
15 I ncentive bonus fee paid to the Village, a
16 benefit to the Village of over $1.1 mllion --
17 representing the value of the reduction in
18 par ki ng demand due to the elimnation of al nost
19 17,000 square feet of restaurant, bar, and
20 retail space -- and over $5.1 mllion in
21 potential |ocal expenditures over a ten-year
22 period made by the of 48 market-rate tenants,
23 who woul d occupy the proposed building for a
24 total of over $10.2 mllion.
25 This anal ysis does not take into
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account the enhanced construction materials and
net hods we use in our buildings, which are nuch
nore expensive than the inexpensive materials
used by other Long Island devel opers, including
at the property in Copiague devel oped by the
former Mayor.

( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentation was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: As you can see from
the next slide, the $10.2 mllion economc
benefit to the Village fromthe proposed
project, is 3.8 tines as nuch as the ten-year
val ue to the devel oper of the additional
apartnment units that we are asking for in our
appl i cation.

The ten-year value of the
additional apartnents is slightly |ess than
$2.7 mllion. Thus, the net benefit to the
community fromthis project, over a ten-year
period, is over $7.5 mllion, which is the
di fference between the econom c benefit to the
Vill age above our $10.2 mllion, |ess the
benefit to the devel oper of less than $2.7

million.
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These benefits to the community are
real and exceed $7.5 million over a ten-year
period. There's no question that the community
woul d be nuch better off wth the proposed
devel opnent than by keeping the existing,
obsol ete stores.

In this flyer, the fornmer Mayor
states, quote, "Don't be blinded by the shinny
offer of a comunity arts center as a
distraction fromwhat is really being given
away, " end quote.

| respectfully disagree with the
former Mayor's assessnent. | don't believe the
Village is giving away anythi ng, because what
we're asking for is expressly perm ssible under
the Village Code and is no different than what
the Village has done at other recent residential
proj ects.

The only difference here is that we
are giving back to the community and the
Village a fabulous cultural arts center.

There's no question that the
proposed community arts center, with a 227-seat

theater and first class gallery space would be
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a trenendous comunity benefit. |f we have
one, we could have this neeting there.

The benefits offered by other
devel opnents in the Village pale in conparison
to what we are offering in our proposed
project. And, | mght ask, what conparable
community benefits did the fornmer Mayor give
back at his Copi ague project?

The fornmer Mayor has stated that we
wi |l be, quote, "Saving mllions of dollars,"
end quote, by building one building rather than
two separate buildings. This sinply is not the
truth. Were we to build two buil dings rather
t han one building, the additional expense woul d
be nom nal. However, by building one single
buil ding, we are able to offer the Village a
5,517-square foot comrunity arts center with a
227-seat theater and a first class art gallery.
This would not be possible if we had to build
two separate buildings wwth two, snmaller,
ground-floor footprints, since there would be
I nsufficient space in either building for an
arts center wwth a theater and gallery.

The fornmer Mayor's argunent that
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2 the Village should not allow us to nove the

3 roadway shows, that he does not care about the
4 expressed desires of so many community nenbers
5 for a community arts center or about the fact

6 that the Master Plan -- he keeps referring to
7 -- specifically calls for a community theater

8 on Main Street.

9 The fornmer Mayor states in this

10 mail er, and | quote, "The applicant plans to go
11 before the IDA to reduce the anount of property
12 t axes he woul d be assessed for the next 20

13 years!!!" end quote.

14 This a surprising statenent by the
15 former Mayor, since he personally benefited

16 fromthe very sane type of | DA tax abatenent at
17 the I owinconme, 90-unit apartnent building he
18 devel oped in Copiague. H's building has only
19 90 parking spaces for 90 apartnent units.
20 According to public records, the fornmer Mayor
21 sold this land prior to construction, nmaking a
22 gross profit of over $1,622,000 for his 50
23 percent interest.
24 At the infornmational neeting |ast
25 nont h, at the Farm ngdal e Library, the forner
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Mayor said that his profit was actually $1.6
mllion, not $1.3 mllion.

My question is why is the forner
Mayor so critical of our project when he
profited so handsonely froma very inferior
proj ect in Copiague?

At the informational session we
held | ast nonth, at the Farm ngdal e Library,
the fornmer Mayor was overheard stating that,
guote, "Staller is going to get this project
approved, but | just want to nake him squirm"
end quot e.

Clearly, the fornmer Mayor has an
agenda, which is quite different than | ooking
out for the best interest of the Village and the
communi ty.

FEMALE VO CE: On, Cod.

MR. STALLER: | respectfully
request that the Village Board of Trustees, and
all community nenbers reject this effort to
underm ne a project with great benefit to the
Village in order to further sonme sort of
per sonal agenda.

On Saturday, this past Saturday,
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Sept enber 22nd, the Farm ngdale Village
Cultural Arts Conmttee posted recommendati ons
on its Facebook page. Before | address each
one of these recommendations, it is inportant
to note that the Farm ngdale Village Cultural
Arts Commttee is asking us to build a building
t hat goes beyond what is required by Village
Code, but, at this sane tine, build a theater
to be leased to the Farm ngdale Cultural Arts
Committee for a dollar a year in perpetuity,
purchase a separate parcel of land, and build a
parking lot on it to be donated to the Village
for use as a parking | ot and make ot her
concessions, which I wll soon address.

O course, this is not realistic.
The Commttee states that the devel oper would
receive many financial benefits, potentially
worth millions of dollars in construction costs
and permt savings by building one building
| nstead of two.

What the Committee fails to
appreciate is that building permts are based
upon buil ding costs, so there would be no

savings there. Denolition permts are very
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| nexpensive. There wll be no savings in

ei ther HVAC costs or electrical costs, since we
woul d need the sane nunber of separate HVAC
systens and electrical neters. There also
woul d be no savings in sewer hookups or utility
hookups.

The notion that we will save nobney

© 00 N o 0o b~ w DN

by buil ding one building instead of two

10 buil dings is sinply m squided. WMoreover, as |
11 noted previously, we will not have the physical
12 ground floor space for the comunity arts

13 center if we were to build two separate

14 bui | di ngs.

15 The Comm ttee's statenments about

16 the benefits of additional apartnents are

17 incorrect. First of all, the extra units would

18 all be one-bedroomunits, which have the | owest

19 rent.
20 Second, the Committee fails to take
21 I nto account the cost of operating the

22 additional units. Vacancies are capital
23 expenditures. And nost inportantly, the
24 Commttee fails to recognize that it wll cost a

25 great deal of noney to build the extra units,
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2 which needs to be repaid out of rents.

3 Thus, gross rental incone, which is
4 excessive in the Commttee's report, does not

5 represent, by any stretch of the inmagination,

6 net profit. Indeed, if it did, building an

7 apartnent building in Farm ngdal e woul d be so

8 profitable, that we would not need these extra
9 units in order to break even.

10 ( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt

11 presentati on was di spl ayed.)

12 MR. STALLER: As shown on this

13 slide, the ten-year value of the additional

14 apartnents is slightly less than $2.7 m | lion.
15 Not $6.4 mllion as stated in the Conmittee
16 report.

17 In their report, the Commttee

18 stated that rent for the affordabl e apartnents
19 is $2,160 per nmonth for a one-bedroom

20 apartnent. The commttee m stakenly val ued
21 affordable rents at 80 percent of the

22 fair-market rent. This actually is incorrect.
23 The rents for affordable units are based upon
24 80 percent of the Nassau County nedi an i ncone,

25 which is approxinmately $1, 630 per nonth for a
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one- bedr oom apart nent .

However, we currently are charging
only $1,540 per nonth. In the proposed
devel opnent, furthernore, the Village has asked
us to |l ease the affordable units based upon 50
percent of the nedian percent, which would be
even | ower.

The Comm ttee asked the devel oper
to provide benefits for the Village equal to
$3.2 mllion.

( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentation was di spl ayed.)

MR. STALLER: As noted on this
slide, the actual benefits to the Village
exceed $10.2 mllion, which is 3.8 tines as
much as the ten-year value to the devel oper for
the additional apartnent units.

The Comm ttee has stated that we
shoul d purchase additional |and, construct at
| east 130 additional full-tinme parking spaces,
and then donate it to the Village. This is an
i ncredi bl e request, considering that the
Vil l age has not asked any other commeri ci al

property owner or commericial business to
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2 purchase | and, build parking, and then donate
3 It to the Village.

4 The Comm ttee asked the Trustees to
5 ask us to conm ssion a parking study at 6:00

6 p.m on a weekend evening. Qur traffic

7 engi neers al ready have conducted, on their own
8 initiative, a parking study at 7:30 p.m, on a
9 Sat urday evening, which is the tinme people

10 would arrive for an 8:00 p.m show ng, by

11 physically counting, in person, all open

12 par ki ng spaces near the proposed devel opnent.
13 ( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt

14 presentation was di spl ayed.)

15 MR. STALLER: As you can see from
16 this slide, there were 92 avail abl e parKki ng

17 spots at 7:30 p.m, on a Saturday evening. But
18 t hi s nunber includes parking spaces used at

19 that time by our current tenants.

20 (WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt

21 presentati on was di spl ayed.)

22 MR. STALLER: As shown on this

23 slide, after our existing buildings are

24 denol i shed, there woul d be 245 parki ng spaces
25 available at 7:30 p.m, on a Saturday, for use
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by the theater. This exceeds, by 115 spaces,
the 130 spaces that the Arts Commttee states
are necessary.

Wth respect to parking for the
apartnents, the Conmmttee has asked the
Trustees not to allow the proposed wi dth of our
parking aisles. Qur traffic engineer, who is
here tonight, testified at the first public
hearing that our traffic aisles are perfectly
safe, since the aisles are one-way and this is
not a public parking lot. And he is here,
again, tonight to address any concerns.

In ny opinion, one nust question
seriously the notivations of the Commttee when
it purports to be an expert on parking | ots.

The Commttee inplies that the
apartnment units for the devel opnentally
di sabled wll be rented at full value. [|'m not
sure where they got this idea, but it is
absolutely incorrect. Al of the units rented
to the devel opnentally disabled are | eased at a
| ower rent than the other affordable units in
the Vill age.

The Comm ttee al so has asked the
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2 guests of the disabled be provided spots in the
3 parking lot. As | nentioned previously, no

4 ot her apartnent conplexes in the Village or

5 Long Island, to ny know edge, have been asked

6 to provide parking for guests. And to do so

7 for guests of the devel opnental disabled, would
8 be discrimnatory.

9 The Vill age has asked the devel oper
10 -- excuse ne. The Commttee has asked the

11 devel oper to provide an off-street | oading

12 space -- sonething totally unnecessary for the
13 tenants -- who will be utilizing this building
14 and has not been required at the other

15 apartnent buildings in the Village. These

16 types of | oading spaces are only necessary for
17 | arge retail tenants, such as CVS, which needs
18 to unload large quantities of nerchandi se.

19 The Comm ttee has asked the Vill age
20 not to provide any relief on the height of the
21 building. It is worth noting that the Vill age
22 has provided this relief in the other apartnent
23 buil dings recently built in the Village. This
24  type of relief is expressly outlined in the
25 Village Code and is in keeping wth what the
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Village has done in other cases.
( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt
presentati on was di spl ayed.)
MR. STALLER: The Conmittee stated
that the revised design is an inprovenent over
the prior design. However, the Committee

recomrended that we mmc the architectural

© 00 N o 0o b~ w DN

style of the fire departnent and adj oi ni ng

10 Village Hall.

11 As you wll note, we have used

12 brick al nost exclusively in the exterior

13 facade, which purposefully mmcs the brick

14 used at the fire departnent and Village hall.
15 The Committee's requests concerning
16 the floor area ratio don't nmake any sense.

17 Fl oor area ratio does not relate to building

18 set backs. The setbacks in the proposed

19 devel opnent lie with the Village Code.

20 In addition, the proposed

21 devel opnent woul d create a greater separation
22 bet ween the new building and the firehouse than
23 currently exists between the current buil ding
24 and the firehouse. This greater separation

25 woul d enhance the architecture of the firehouse.
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The Commttee's demand for a
guar anteed conpl etion date and a penalty is
curious. This is not sonething that is
required in other nmunicipalities on Long
| sland. Moreover, it is disingenuous to ask
for this when one considers that we applied for
a building permt over one year ago and are
still waiting for a decision.

The Committee's transparent effort
to displace M. Robert ONeill and to assune
control of the cultural arts center is
extraordi nary. The devel opnent has worked hard
wth M. ONeill to design and create this
space.

At our informational neeting at the
library last night -- last nonth -- one | eader
of the Arts Commttee told nme personally that
she supported the project and only ask that we
I ncorporate nurals into the front facade. She
then emailed to ne several exanples of nurals.
G her than that, we have not been contacted by
the Farm ngdale Arts Conmittee.

For the Commttee now to attenpt to

hi ghj ack control of the theater is surprising
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2 to say the | east.

3 The Commttee fails to recogni ze
4 that the developer will not be receiving any
5 tax abatenents.

6 (WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt

7 presentati on was di spl ayed.)

8 MR. STALLER: Here's a slide

9 show ng how taxes at the proposed building wll
10 I ncrease, not decrease.

11 The green portion of this chart

12 represents increased new revenue due to the

13 proposed devel opnent over the next ten years.
14 Furthernore, the IDA tax programis
15 adm ni stered by the Nassau County IDA and is
16 subject to full disclosure and transparency.

17 In point of fact, this project wll result in
18 greater revenues for both the Village and the
19 Far m ngdal e School District, not | ower

20 paynments.

21 The Commttee's request that the
22 buil ding conply with the LEED Gold or Platinum
23 certification is wthout precedent. LEED

24 certification is a marketing tool. Qur

25 bui |l di ngs are extrenely energy efficient and
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are built to the highest energy standards. W
use only LED bul bs, we have the nost highly
efficient HVAC system LEED certification
woul d not nmake them any nore energy efficient,
but would nerely require additional paynents to
the LEED certification organization of over
$600, 000. Does anyone here seriously believe
that we should spend that kind of noney on a
mar keting tool rather than invest it in a
theater and gallery for the community?

As you know, we are long-tine stake
hol ders in the Village, wth over one hundred
years of history in Farm ngdale. W have every
i ntention to nake it another great hundred
years, and we ask for your help in doing so.

| now would Iike to introduce M.
Ant hony Guardino to go over the project with
you.

Thank you all for your tine and
attention.

MR. GUARDI NO. Thank you, Cary.

Good evening, M. Mayor, Menbers of
the Village Board, and the residents of the

Vil l age of Farm ngdal e.
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2 My nane i s Anthony Cuardi no, an

3 attorney wwth the lawfirmof Farrell Fritz, and
4 | represent the applicant in connection wth

5 this application to redevel op the property at

6 333 Main Street with a m xed-use devel opnent, in
7 accordance with the regulations of the Village's
8 Downt own M xed-Use District.

9 You heard a lot from Cary just now,
10 and I'mgoing to try to do a shortened

11 presentation a little bit, because a lot of the
12 I nformati on has al ready been covered, but | do
13 want the Board --

14 (WHEREUPON, those present appl auded)
15 MR. GUARDI NO. Thank you.

16 | don't know how short |I'mgoing to
17 make it, but I'"mgoing to make it shorter.

18 MAYOR EKSTRAND: W' |l hel p you

19 make it shorter.
20 MR. GUARDINO Terrific. Thank
21 you.
22 But | do want the Board -- the Mayor
23 and the Board -- to know that our experts are
24 here. |'ve got Scott Gupp from Notaro G upp
25 Associates, the architect; John Harter, the
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traffic expert; and Chic Voorhis, who is the
aut hor of one of the reports. And | wll be
calling Mary Brady and Edw n Val esquez from YAI
to just say a couple of words real quick.

But, as the Board knows and the
resi dents know, there was conprehensive
presentation made to this Village Board back in
April. As M. Staller just nentioned, since
that tinme the applicant has nade several
changes to the plans in direct response to the
coments nmade at that hearing. M. Staller
just went over what they are; I'mnot going to
go through them agai n.

But essentially, | do want to talk
about the application. That it is -- seeks a
speci al -use permt for a proposed residential
m xed- use devel opnent, and it al so seeks
I ncentive bonuses and wai vers in accordance
with, and as authorized by, the DMJ -- the
Downt owmn M xed-Use District Regulations -- and
we are al so seeking site plan approval.

The devel opnent includes 54 rental
apartnents, and that includes a $1 mllion

cultural arts center, with a 227-seat theater
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and a fine arts gallery, and a roughly 3,000
square feet of retail space on the first floor.

As M. Staller has nentioned, the
driveway location is now going to be rel ocated.
It's swapping fromone side to the other side.
The I and that the applicant will now receive
wll be on the south side of the devel opnent
rat her than the north side, but the applicant
will still be responsible for constructing the
road and sidewal k i nprovenents, as well as
maki ng any i nprovenents that are needed for the
parking lot, in order to facilitate the
rel ocated driveway.

Now sonme have tried to disparage
the application by claimng that this is a
benefit to the devel oper, but they conveniently
i gnore the real reason for the land swap. It
si nply makes good planning sense. It actually
allows for a devel opnent that was contenpl at ed
in the Village's Master Pl an.

Now, it was said earlier that there
were references made to the Master Plan and
that the Master Pl an doesn't necessarily

control, but as a |l and-use attorney, | just
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want to say to you that it's inportant to talk
about the goals and objectives of the | and-use
pl an because that plan provides the foundation
for what the Village Board did with respect to
the legislation that foll owed the plan.

So, the proposed m xed-use
devel opnent that is being proposed is entirely
consistent with the stated goals and objectives
of the plan. It will, one, provide for
m xed- use devel opnent; it wll make Downt own
Farm ngdal e nore attractive to residents,
shoppers, and enployees. It wll provide
social anenities, such as work-force houses in
the Downtown area, and it will also inprove the
efficiency of the parking network.

The plan, as M. Staller nentioned,
actual |y encourages the devel opnent of about
375 new residential units in the Downtown area.
Only 257 have been devel oped to date, plus the
additional 54 that we are proposing. This is
still far below the stated objective in the
Mast er Pl an.

The pl an encourages the inclusion

of residential units on Main Street, because it
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wi Il bring new custoners to the shops and
services on that street. And the Plan notes
t hat zoni ng and ot her | and devel opnent
regul ati ons have evol ved from what was
conventional zoning, to a proactive tool that
can be used to realize the communities
I ntentions for a given area.

The pl an encourages the Village
Board to adopt contenporary zoni ng techni ques
that provide incentives for private devel opers,
allow ng greater intensities of devel opnent and
flexibility fromrigid standards of the Zoning
Code in exchange for public benefits and
anenities.

The Village Attorney nentioned
earlier about what the D-MJ Incentive Zoning
Regul ations state. It basically says -- and
I"'mnot going to repeat it -- but the Village
Board adopted these regul ations, which
| ncor porated these contenporary zoni ng
techni ques and expressly permtted an applicant
to seek density bonuses, zoning waivers, and
other relief in exchange for providing

anenities and benefits. I n ot her words, what
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the applicant is seeking to do with this
application is contenplated by the D MJ
Regul ati ons.

Vil |l age Code, Section 8600-132,
whi ch authorized the Village Board to grant the
devel opnent centers in exchange for public
anenities, expressly states that the Board of
Trustees shall have all of the powers set forth
in Village Law Section 87-703, that's the New
York State Village Law.

And when you | ook at that Section
It says, "In addition to the zoning powers
[sic] and authorities to regulate [sic]
pl anni ng or zoni ng, including authorization to
provide for the granting of incentives or
bonuses pursuant to other enabling |law, a
village board is hereby enpowered, as part of a
zoning | ocal | aw adopted pursuant to this
article, to provide for a system of zoning
I ncentives, or bonuses, as the village board of
trustees deens necessary and appropriate.”
That's a grant of discretion. That allows the
Village Board to apply its discretion and

determ ne what nakes the best planning sense
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for the Village in exchange for certain
I ncentives.

In 87-703 of the law it defines
I ncentives and bonuses as "adjustnents to the
perm ssi bl e popul ation density, area, height,
open space, use, or," quote "other provision of
a zoning local law." In other words, all
sections of the Zoni ng Code can be adjusted
pursuant to incentive zonings regul ations,
which is exactly what the D-MJ reqgul ati ons are.

Based on that enabling | egislation,
the Village Code states that the Board, again,
at it's discretion, nmay award i ncentive bonuses
to applicants who provide or nmke provision for
public anmenities and benefits that benefit the
Village, and in exchange, the Village Board
may, at its discretion, vary, quote, "the
required density, coverage, floor area ratios,
par ki ng requi renents, building heights,
requi red set backs, topographical changes, open
space, and the perm ssible uses in the
district."”

While the Board's authority to

grant incentive zoni ng bonuses and wai vers
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2 under the D-MJ regulations is extrenely broad,
3 the regul ati ons do prescribe a few waivers that
4 the Board can't grant. So, the Board basically
5 granted -- had broad discretion to waive any

6 Zoni ng Code provision, except for the ones that
7 it specifically nmentioned it did not want to

8 waive. And there are four of them

9 Bui | di ng heights in excess of 40

10 feet, except that the Board may grant bonuses
11 I n excess of 40 feet to provide such height in
12 excess of 40 feet, when the height addition is
13 limted to an architectural feature. This is a
14 parapet and that's what we're proposing. This
15 devel opnent does not exceed that limt.

16 The densities in the Northern,

17 Eastern and Central Sub-Areas is in excess of
18 60 units per acre. So that's alimt, that's a
19 cap.
20 Densities in the Southern Sub-Area
21 are capped at 45 units per acre. This site is
22 | ocated in the Central Sub-Area, and the
23 proposed devel opnment does not exceed the
24 all owabl e -- the maxi mum al | owabl e density for
25 this Sub-District.
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2 Bui l di ng coverage is limted to 90
3 percent. The devel opnent does not exceed t hat
4 limt.

5 And finally, the m ninmmdwelling
6 unit size cannot be |l ess than 550 square feet.
7 The units that are being proposed do not. They
8 do conmply with this mninmumrequirenent.

9 So, there was a denial letter that
10 was i ssued and, basically, it was revised

11 because of the changes to the plan that were
12 made in response to the community input and

13 feedback. So, we are still left with requests
14 for incentives -- I'msorry, bonuses for floor
15 area ratio, residential density, building

16 hei ghts, and parki ng and | oadi ng spaces. And
17 al so, the last one is to allow the entrances
18 for the building to be -- the residenti al

19 building to be | ocated on Main Street rather
20 than the rear of the building, which is nore
21 consistent, actually, wth what the Master Pl an
22 states as an objective, which is to bring new
23 custoners to the shops and services on Miin
24 Street.
25 I n connection with this request for
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bonuses, as required by the Village Code, the
applicant submtted two reports, actually -- a
fiscal and econom c inpact study prepared by
Nel son, Pope, & Voorhis -- which describes the
beneficial fiscal and econom c inpacts that
will then go to the Village, and the
surroundi ng communities, as a result of the
devel opnent.

M. Voorhis is here tonight, if the
Board has any questions.

The applicant also submtted a
report entitled, "Supplenental |nformation
Descri bed for the Community and Econom c
Benefits of the Proposed Lofts at 333 Main
Street,” which M. Staller had previously
mentioned or he sunmari zed his findings.

M. Staller also nentioned the
flyer that was circul ated by the fornmer Mayor,
who is a vocal opponent of this project.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: | don't think we
have to tal k about the flyer. | think we can
nove on.

FEMALE VO CE: Mbve on.

MR. GUARDINO. | do want to point
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out though, Mayor -- and I will not go through
it -- | was going to go point by point.
(WHEREUPON, there was inaudi bl e,

| ndeci pherabl e cross-tal k anong the parties

present.)

MR. GUARDINO (Continuing) I am
not going to go through it. But, |I wll tel
you that there are -- that the flyer is chocked

full of m srepresentations and
m sunder st andi ngs of the law --

(WHEREUPON, there was i naudi bl e,
| ndeci pherabl e cross-tal k anong the parties
present.)

MR. GUARDI NO (Continuing) -- |
will not go through it --

MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Ckay, okay.

MR. GUARDI NO (Continuing) -- but,
| want you to understand.

kay. And then finally, we have
the cultural arts report recommendations. [|'m
al so not going to go to through those for the
record, M. Staller.

But, again, | think that the

requests, the recommendations, are m sgui ded.
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They are essentially a non-starter. They are
proposi ng a recomendati on of approval in
exchange for a cultural arts center wth giving
the applicant, basically, no incentives at all;
no bonuses. And that's just contrary to what
the D-MJ regul ati ons provide.

So, | have nothing further.

MR. GUARDI NO Unl ess the Board
wants to hear from our parking expert?

MALE VO CE: No, no.

MALE VO CE: No.

FEMALE VO CE: No.

MR. GUARDINO | have M. John
Harter? |f the Board wants?

FEMALE VO CE: Cone on.

FEMALE VO CE: Let the people
speak.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Ckay. Wy don't
we have sone questions fromthe public.

MR. HARTY: Do you want to cal
speakers then?

First speaker is Joseph Garci a.

M5. KELLY: Cheryl wants to speak.

MR. HARTY: Oh, I'msorry. Beg
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your pardon.

M5. PARISI: | just have one
statenent that | would |ike to nake.

Cary Staller says that they are
| ong-tinme stakeholders in the Village. And
that's true. But, a stakeholder is a personal
busi ness, who has interest or concerns to nake
noney. And he and his famly do not live here
in Farmngdale. He lives in Ad Field, where
he was the Mayor for nine years.

| Iive here. | have lived here ny
whole [ife. M great-grandfather, Stephen
Jaisle, laid the cornerstones for the firehouse
in 1931, and was a Trustee in the 1930's. Hi s
name can be seen on the plaque in Village Hall.

My grandfather, Howard, was a
charter nenber of the firehouse. They lived on
Ful ton Street.

My husband serves as Chairnman of
the Pl anni ng and Architectural Review Board.
My daughter lives here in the Village. M son,
his wife, ny grandchildren. W all live here
in the Village.

| have very deep roots here. |
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know the feeling of a small town with a great
deal of character.

| have been a Trustee for ten
and-a-half years. | have knocked on all of your
doors. | have listened to your requests, your
suggestions, your hopes, yours dreans, and |
have worked to try to achieve them

| have |listened when we devel oped
the Master Plan, and | am here tonight to
listen to you, the residents, once again.

My decision rests with you, the
Village residents.

Thank you.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Just one second.
W need a flow mass break. So, just a couple
of m nut es.

FEMALE VO CE: Wat ?

FEMALE VO CE: Wat ?

MAYOR EKSTRAND: We need a break
for the nmen's room

(WHEREUPON, a recess was taken from
8:14 p.m to 8:21 p.m, after which the
follow ng transpired:)

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Ckay. Ladies and

Accurate Court Reporting Service, Inc. 631-331-3753



PUBLIC HEARING 09/24/2018 Page 68

1 PUBLI C HEARI NG - 9/ 24/ 18

2 gent| enen, the YAl agency, which is the

3 devel opnental | y di sabl ed agency, |'m giving

4 themless than five mnutes to speak. Less

5 than five mnutes to speak. Nobody el se from
6 Staller Associates is going to speak.

7 You're not going to get the parking
8 peopl e again. You're not going to get anybody
9 el se unl ess they have specific questions. But
10 YAl have never spoken before. So, go ahead.
11 M5. BRADY: Ckay. Thank you very
12 much. [|'ll try to do this quick.

13 So, basically, Cary Staller has
14  approached us and expressed interest in three
15 di sabl ed people noving into these apartnents.
16 And we are so very grateful because it's very
17 difficult --

18 MAYOR EKSTRAND: State your nane
19 pl ease.
20 M5. BRADY: M nane is Mary Brady
21 and | work for YAIl.
22 So, it's very, very difficult for
23 us to find apartnents for these individuals
24 wth disabilities that make a very |limted
25 I ncone and have physical limtations as well.
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2 So, | just wanted to say |'ve

3 worked for YAl for 32 years. Wen | started,
4 nost di sabl ed people were in devel opnent al

5 centers and institutions. | spent nost of ny
6 career bringing them out and openi ng group

7 honmes all over Long Island.

8 So, now |'m noving to the next

9 phase. W want people really integrated into
10 communities. W want themto have their own
11 apartnents and live nore independent |ives.

12 So, | think this is definitely a benefit for
13 them And it's a benefit for all of you

14 because they're going to be integrated into

15 this community.

16 We have three people already |iving
17 at 231 Main Street. And, to tell you the truth,
18 it's an ideal apartnent for them It's a

19 gorgeous apartnent. They have their own

20 apartnents, their own roons, and it's also an
21 | deal nei ghbor hood.

22 So, they can wal k out the door,

23 they can go and use the stores, they can

24 bi cycl e around the nei ghborhood, they can take
25 the train. | think all of you know how good
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t hi s nei ghborhood is. | don't need to sell you
on that. But it's particularly beneficial for
a person with a disability. Two out of the
t hree people have part-tinme jobs within the
Town of Farmingdale. And it's really an
I ntegrated conmunity.

So, | just have to tell one story.
One night --

FEMALE VO CE: (Interjecting) No.

M5. BRADY: (Continuing) -- one of
t he guys was kind of bored and he was wal ki ng
down the street -- he went out for a walk --
and he saw all these people wal king sonewhere.
So, he said, "Let ne see where they're going."
They were going to the Christnas tree |ighting
cerenony. So, he was able to join them
That's the definition of integration. W're so
happy that he had that experience.

And | know many of you are worried
about the staff that work with them The
staff, basically, cone in a couple of hours a
day, maybe one to three hours. They park in
the nmunicipal lot, Iike anyone else. They take

the individuals out. They go to stores; they
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go to the restaurants.
So none of these individuals drive.
They won't be using up any parking spaces at
all. And the staff really don't live there.
So, anyway, we're very appreciative
of Cary Staller.

You want to say another word about

hi n®

MR. VALESQUEZ: Yeah, just really
qui ck.

My nane is Edwi n Val esquez. |1'mthe
proj ect manager for YAl. Been working there

for 26 years, and |'ve been doing a lot of the
devel opnent for people with disabilities in our
communi ty.

Over the past year, |'ve had the
opportunity to work with Staller Associates on
a project in Coram which is an 8,000 square
foot building that's been -- has a gorgeous
bui | di ng and serves 45 to 60 people with
disabilities transitioning from high school to
possi bl e work, volunteer sites.

So, the void that was needed, that

Cary saw, and really was a passion project, and
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worked with us to provide services to the
people in the comunity that needed services
for famlies who had adults that were
graduati ng and had no where to go.

So, at this point, the project
opened up in July and has been a huge success.
It's a beautiful and a great inpact for the
comunity of Coram | know, personally,
because |I've lived in Coramfor over 25 years
and |'ve worked very closely with the Gvic
Associ ati on.

Cary Staller has worked very -- and
| istened to what we had to say and nade those
changes and it's been a great success.

Many of the staff that work there
live in Coram Many of the people are
volunteering at sites that within Coram --

MALE VO CE: (Interjecting) CGet on
withit.

MR. VALESQUEZ: (Continuing) -- and
the surrounding areas. And that's it. Ckay.

M5. BRADY: | just want to say that
this is an exanple of howreally commtted Cary

Staller is to inproving the |lives of the

Accurate Court Reporting Service, Inc. 631-331-3753



PUBLIC HEARING 09/24/2018 Page 73

1 PUBLI C HEARI NG - 9/ 24/ 18

2 disabled --

3 MALE VO CE: Move on.

4 MALE VO CE: Let's go. Let's go.

5 M5. BRADY: (Continuing) -- and how
6 generous he is as a person.

7 MR. HARTY: Thank you.

8 And now to our first three speakers:
9 M. Joseph Garcia, M. Mke Zeigler, and M. Ted

10 Dor f nei st er.

11 Three m nutes.

12 MR GARCIA: So, | just wanted to
13 say --

14 MR. PRI ESTLEY: Joe, where do you
15 live?

16 MR GARCIA: | live at 89 South
17 Zorrane, just outside -- a bit outside the

18 Village here in Farm ngdal e.

19 MR PRI ESTLEY: Thank you.

20 MR. GARCIA: So, I've -- recently
21 there was a Facebook post: What are your Min
22 Street nenories?

23 And |'ve been telling the story, ny
24 Main Street nenory is of one store. It was a

25 Buster Brown's kids shoe store. W'd go -- |
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2 guess it was a Saturday or a weekday, buy sone
3 shoes, get back in our car, and go hone.

4 By the tine | was growi ng up on

5 Main Street -- if you want to say it that way
6 -- the Sunrise Mall basically took away all the
7 retail. It was enpty store in front of enpty
8 store.

9 | want to thank current Trustees,
10 Mayors -- past, present. The change in

11 Farm ngdal e al l oned ne to take ny

12 four-and-a-half and one-year-old here to Main
13 Street, get dinner, take a wal k down the

14 street, get a great cup of coffee, get sone

15 frozen yogurt, maybe buy a cheap, little toy.
16 Two hours, you feel |ike you' re on vacation.

17 And it's been great.

18 So, | just want to say that | see
19 the community center, the community theater, as
20 an extra thing to bring the kids to here on

21 Main Street.

22 | know there's a | ot of questions
23 and they'll all be addressed, | guess, tonight,
24 but I"'min favor of it -- for the community

25 center -- and what it represents we're not
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going to end up with, which is naybe a chain
restaurant or sonething |ike that.

Thank you. Thanks for all the hard
wor k. Have a good ni ght.

MR. PRI ESTLEY: Thank you, Joe.

MR, HARTY: M. Zeigler.

M. Dorfneister, would you pl ease
step up behind M. Zeigler -- M. Dorfneister.

MR ZEIGLER H . M nane's M ke
Zeigler. 1'ma two-year resident of
Farm ngdale. | liked it so nuch |I noved here
from Manhat t an.

FEMALE VO CE: Can't hear you.

MR ZEIGER | liked it so nmuch
here, noved here from Manhattan two years ago.

So, ny question is nore financially
related. | appreciate the figures on the tax
benefit to the Town of Farm ngdale. | just
think I'd ike to see nore detail to that. But
Is there -- what's the tax or what's the
benefit that Mailer's [sic] getting -- | hope
|''msaying that nane right -- what are they
getting in all this?

And then I'm-- is there a plan in
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the future to resell the property in order to
real |y make back the profit that, in the short
term you've given up? Because |, just as you
menti oned, when the former Mayor sold his
property, and he had how nuch noney he nade.
At the end of the day, part of this is all, as
we know, about profit, too, as well as hel ping
the community. So, | would Iike that to be
disclosed. That's it. Thanks.

MR. DORFMEI STER:  Good eveni ng,
Board and Staller Associ ates.

My nane is Ted Dorfneister. | live
at 105 Staples Street in the Village. 1've
lived here over 75 years, even though | don't
| ook like it, but it's true. And the sane
house. Sanme house. No. House next to door to

where | grew up.

Anyway, | thank everyone for their
presentations. However, | have to di sagree
wth -- M. Staller only cane up with a

cultural arts and theater after the feedback of
the very first public hearing that we had.
So, I'mkind of disappointed in

that | know M. Robert O Neill. He used to be
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2 ny nei ghbor and very fine productions that he
3 puts on. |'ve attended a few of them

4 At any rate, | would just like to
5 ask the Board and the Mayor -- | was also a

6 Trustee in the Village, so |'m aware that

7 certain things that go on. | would | ook to ask
8 the Mayor and the Board under what reason did
9 you find it necessary to hire another |awer?
10 Is our lawer inconpetent? | wonder. And

11 getting a full salary and benefits.

12 MAYOR EKSTRAND: What are you

13 referring to? The only | awer we've had since
14 ' ve been Mayor is C audio.

15 MR. DORFMElI STER Right. |

16 understand that another | awer has been hired,
17 or about to be hired, full salary with

18 benefits.

19 MAYOR EKSTRAND: That's not true.
20 | don't know where you got that information
21 from
22 MR. DORFMEI STER:  Well, | hope, |
23 hope, | hope that is it not true. | don't want
24 to pay anot her |awyer.
25 MAYOR EKSTRAND: |I'I1l just answer
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2 your question, Ted. The Village Board has to

3 hire an attorney wth -- C audio's been ny

4 Village Attorney for a little over six years.

5 The Board -- and |'m | ooking at the Board -- do

6 we have any interest in hiring a second

7 attorney? No. There's no need for it. Never

8 br ought up.

9 MR. DORFMEI STER: | certainly hope
10 that | have gotten sone bad information. And
11 I f that be true, | certainly apol ogize. Thank
12 you.

13 MR. ADDEO Are you in favor or

14 opposed to the project?

15 MR. DORFMEI STER.  Coul dn't hear

16 you.

17 MR. ADDEQ Are you in favor or

18 opposed to the project?

19 MR. DORFMEI STER:  Absol utely not.
20 Not. Too nuch.

21 MR. ADDEQO Not in favor?

22 MR. DORFMEI STER: |'ve lived in
23 Farm ngdal e, as |'ve said, 75 years plus. 1've
24 seen a |l ot of changes, and that's a credit. |
25 was the one who ran the fundraising for our
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gazebo, which is beautiful. Beautiful. So I
have a lot --

MR, HARTY: Tinme's up.

MR. DORFMEI STER  (Conti nui ng) --

at st ake.

Al right. Thank you.

MR, HARTY: M. WIson.

Rosemary Trudden, M. Kali nowski,
pl ease get on deck. And M. N ck DeVito, please
get on deck.

Three m nut es.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Yes, Steve, you
can pick that up.

MR WLSON: Steve WIson, 16
Nor mandy Drive. | just have a few pointers.

In regard to whether I'min favor or
opposed to this, I"'mon the fence about it. M.
Staller's done a couple of nice projects on Main
Street and on Eastern Parkway.

| think he has been listening to the
communi ty, but, obviously, he's a businessnan
and he doesn't do things -- | don't believe that
he does things magnani nously. He did this --

there's a benefit for himas well as to the
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2 community, which is a sham

3 The three questions that | have are
4 requests that | have.

5 The first one is | would appreciate
6 it if the Village would put on the website the
7 response that the attorney did at the begi nning
8 of this. |It's alnbst a point-by-point

9 description with a ot of references to a | ot of
10 different codes and stuff like that.

11 This is ny first neeting of this.
12 The first nmeeting that you had I was out in the
13 hal | way, not able to hear anything, and not

14 able to do anything. The library was not

15 advertised; | didn't know about it. So, this
16 Is nmy first neeting.

17 The second thing that | would

18 appreciate is, M. Staller presented a great

19 deal of information tonight. This is ny first
20 time seeing a lot of the information.
21 | love nunbers and there are a | ot
22 of nunbers put up there. There is
23 m sinformati on with respect when peopl e use
24 nunbers; okay?
25 "Il give you an exanple for the
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gentl eman that was asked, M. Zeigler, wth
regard to additional revenue, that different
things are adjust [sic].

| tal k about this to everybody.
There's an increase in the tax base that the
taxes are shared over to both the Village |evel
and the school district level. [It's not
additi onal revenue. You're not going to get
additi onal noney to spend. You're just
spreading the total revenue of the Village or
the District over a different tax base than it
Is. |t depends upon whether this stuff is
deened to be residential or commericial. In
the Village, if it's deenmed to be commericial,
there is no benefit to the residents, because
of the tax structure of the Vill age.

So, | would appreciate, again,
getting information with regards to either
putting it on the Village website or sonething,
SO we can access it, and look at it, and
digest. A |lot has been given to us in the | ast
hour or so.

The two concerns that | have with

respect to M. Staller's construction have been
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based on exanples that |I've seen here in the
Village. The retail space that he has on Miin
Street had, | believe -- | don't knowif it was
four -- potential retail places. There are, |
bel i eve, one and one comng. This is after two
years.

My concern initially was, how many

spaces woul d be potential retail space and

woul d there be -- before this community theater
was put in place -- because ny concern with
retail not being in the Village -- Villages

have been evolving in the direction of
entertai nnent areas for people and restaurant
areas for people.

Now, we woul d possibly be back to
where we were 10 or 15 years ago with a dozen
enpty retail spaces waiting for retail to cone
back into the Village. That's not sonething
["'min favor of. But | believe the --

MR. HARTY: Tine.

MR WLSON. Al right.

FEMALE VO CE: Let himfinish.

MR. WLSON: The second one, |

woul d appreciate, would be M. Staller's
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2 tineliness. 1've tal ked about this at every

3 Village neeting | go. Tineliness of finishing
4 construction. Today | heard that people are

5 novi ng into Eastern Parkway on Cctober 1st. |
6 beli eve that project started four years ago.

7 |'ve been to nunerous neetings

8 where Trustees and the Mayor conpl ai ned about

9 the delays on Main Street. Tineliness. Add

10 i ncentives to finish on atinely basis to

11 benefit the community is a key to this whole

12 proj ect.

13 And a nunber of people that are

14 here -- 1've never been -- |'ve been at Village
15 nmeetings for a long tine. |'ve never seen as
16 many people turnout for this. So this is an

17 | nportant issue. It needs to be wei ghed and

18 not to be rushed. | know that a | ot of work

19 has gone into it up to date, but it needs to be
20 done.
21 Thank you.
22 MR. KALINOABKI: My nane is Jim
23 Kal i nowski, Dreamaor ks Construction.
24 | joined the Farm ngdal e community
25 in 1989 -- | noved into this comunity. | nmade
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2 a choice in -- 1989 | noved in.

3 1999 | made a choice to start

4 devel oping in Farm ngdal e after neeting with

5 Joe Trudden, Andy Koogis [phonetically], Ron

6 Kray [phonetically], and | becane a part of a

7 growm h, a community. A community that |

8 t hought | could invest in, the sane way | think
9 Cary Staller is investing.

10 | believe in growh in order to

11 mai ntai n what we have on Main Street. W have
12 a lot of great things.

13 My famly cane from Upstate New

14 York, and | know what we have in the Village

15 here with this gazebo. Ted tal ked about the

16 gazebo. \Wen peopl ed wal ked off that job when
17 they were building that gazebo, the two Mayors,
18 the one | eaving and the one comng in, asked ne
19 to cone in and finish. And | did. | did it on
20 the cuff. | didit for free. So, | have a

21 vested interest in this comunity.

22 | built the firehouse kitchen, | did
23 the firehouse space where they eat, | did the
24 garages up at the Public Wrks Center, and | did
25 it all at a low bid. | have a vested interest.
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|'"'mgraduating ny third kid this
year from Farm ngdal e H gh School. The kids
are at ny house having a little pasta party for
the swmteamfor tonorrow s neet.
This community needs to see youth.
It needs to see continued growth, otherw se we

die. W go back to those vacant stores. Those

people who fill those apartnents that Cary
buil ds, or Tone builds -- I'"'mnot a big
builder; | only build houses -- they end up

becom ng a vested interest in this conunity.
And they end up buyi ng your houses when you
sell them and nove south or whatever you do.
They fall in love with Farm ngdale as | did.

And we need you to continue this;
what we have here. W need to share the
gazebo, what goes on at that gazebo, on the
weekends, on Wednesday ni ghts, on Thursday
nights. It won't continue if we don't have
that mllennial group comng in and falling in
|l ove with this Vill age.

| wasn't aware YAl is going to be
the person there. M daughter graduated from

Far m ngdal e H gh School, went on to graduate
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t hree and-a-half years of psychol ogy, and
maj ored from St. John's University. She's doing
her masters now. She worked at YAI. | know
these people. | saw themfirsthand. And any
stickers that we have about soneone di scussing
di sabl ed people comng into our conmunity --
we're Dalers. W should be wel com ng these
peopl e and be proud that we're the host.

| stand here strongly in favor of
this project fromny famly to ny children and
for your children and your grandchild. 1It's a
great project. |'mthankful for Cary.

Cary was a landlord of mne a | ong
time ago. | think he's a great guy. | know him
wel | enough to say he is altruistic. He does
things for the communities. He has a vested
interest here too, and | think we should
appreci ate that.

Thank you very much, everybody.

MR. DEVITO N ck DeVito.

| own Charlotte's Frozen Yogurt and
Charlotte's Speakeasy, 294 Main Street. Thank
you.

| cane to Farmingdale. |'ve grown

Accurate Court Reporting Service, Inc. 631-331-3753



PUBLIC HEARING 09/24/2018 Page 87

1 PUBLI C HEARI NG - 9/ 24/ 18

2 up ny whole life on Long Island. Al ways |oved

3 the Village of Farm ngdale. W were |ucky

4 enough to becone part of it six years ago, ny

5 brother and I. W |ove the charmand the

6 smal |l -town feel of the Village. W built our

7 Ice creamstore to reflect and enhance that

8 feeling.

9 | just feel that there's only three
10 options for this space. And we can all dream
11 about what we would like to be in there, but
12 it's either going to sit vacant, it's going to
13 beconme nore bars and restaurants, which is
14 going to increase congestion and parking
15 problens, or it's going to becone a theater --
16 a cultural arts theater and apartnents.

17 For ne, it seens |like there's never
18 going to be another opportunity like this to
19 get a theater.

20 | amin nmy store everyday. You al
21 know nme. Anyone who cones to the Village

22 regularly -- I'mhere seven days a week. |

23 talk to people fromall over who cone to the
24  Village of Farm ngdale, and they all say the
25 sanme things to ne, "Love this place. So
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2 beautiful. You know what you need? A

3 theater." You need a theater. You need

4 sonething to draw people in besides just bars

5 and restaurants.

6 | believe this is a great

7 opportunity for us. You're never going to have
8 another place to do it. You're never going to
9 have sonebody ponying up the noney |ike this.
10 It's going to cost a fortune, we have an

11 opportunity for it, | don't think we should

12 pass it up.

13 MR. HARTY: Anton Steinle.

14 MAYOR EKSTRAND: Wio is on deck?

15 MR, HARTY: Peter -- 45 Prospect

16 Street. Peter -- | can't read the handwiting.
17 M5. KELLY: Chuchul .

18 MR. HARTY: Chuchul. Peter

19 Chuchul , please step up behind M. Steinle,
20 pl ease.
21 MR. STEINLE: Al right. M nane's
22 Anton Steinle. | live at 209 Prospect Street.
23 "' mnot an expert in parking. |
24 don't know where these parking checks were done.
25 It must have been on a rainy night, because |
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| ive on Prospect Street.
( Appl ause)
MR. STEINLE: (Continuing) Thank

you.
Li ving on Prospect Street, M.
Staller, 1'd like to invite you over, in a few
nore weeks, to ny house -- all right --
FEMALE VO CE: On Col unbus Day
Weekend.

MR, STEINLE: (Continuing) -- on
Col unbus Day Weekend - -

MALE VO CE: W can't hear you.

MR. STEINLE: Wen this place
cl oses down for four days. I'd like to invite
M. Staller to ny house to see if he can find
a parking space in front of ny house to cone in
for a cup of coffee.

| magi ne Col unbus Day Wekend. It's
when they have their gazebo fairs, and all the
things that we all do Iike to have, but the
parking is gone. |It's just not there -- what
they're tal king about and what they're
pr oposi ng.

The other thing I'd |ike to know,
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2 M. Staller, is when you build this thing,

3 where are the construction trucks gonna cone

4 and go? There's a four-ton [imt on Prospect

5 Street.

6 Ckay, | guess there's no answer for
7 t hat one.

8 That's it. Construction crews,

9 trucks, are gonna be going up and down

10 residential streets. Bear that in mnd.

11 MR. HARTY: Peter Chuchul.

12 Rich Gosline, you're up next. And
13 Hank Pi el och.

14 MR CHUCHUL: M nane's Pete

15 Chuchul , 45 Prospect Street.

16 FEMALE VOCE: Mc. Speak into the
17 m c

18 MR. CHUCHUL: Chuchul. Chuchul.

19 How are you?
20 "Il walk around with the mc to M.
21 Staller.
22 | wote a few things down just
23 because it's got a lot of things |ooking at the
24 dat es.
25 Where were you born, sir? Locally
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2 here in Farm ngdale? W don't need you to

3 answer that? Ckay.

4 MR. GUARDI NGO Can we have sone

5 decorum where they address the Board? W'IlI| be
6 happy to answer any questions after.

7 MR, CHUCHUL: Wiat |I'mtrying to

8 get at, fromyou, as you sit there, is the

9 gentl eman here --

10 MR. DEBELLIS: You need to address
11  the Board.

12 (WHEREUPON, there was i naudi bl e,
13 | ndeci pherabl e cross-tal k anong the parties

14 present.)

15 MR. DEBELLIS: You need to talk to
16 the Board.

17 MR. GUARDINO We'll answer your
18 guestions afterwards. Just address your

19 guestions to the Board.
20 MR, CHUCHUL: kay, now that 1've
21 danced with the mc. Wlat I'mtrying to get at
22 Is this resident here, sharp individual, past
23 Mayor. And we have the Mayor over here who
24  just got bashed tonight, ex-Mayor, that is a
25 resident of Farm ngdale. It's not nonetary.
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He lives here. Makes a big difference and we
real i ze that; okay?
Al right. Just still have to

cover a few, quick things.

The bricks are wonderful. However,
the garage doors -- if that's what |I'm | ooking
at on the right-hand side -- what are those?

FEMALE VO CE: Wndows. They're
W ndows.

MR. CHUCHUL: Those are wi ndows?
Doesn't look like it to ne.

Al right. Separate facts from
theater. If this residence, this apartnent
conpl ex doesn't go up, we're basically told
we're all only going to get what? Restaurants,
restaurants, restaurants.

MALE VO CE: Can't hear you.

MR, CHUCHUL: Look, I1've got a
m dget mc here, okay. Ah, there you go.

The Board right here is w se enough
and smart enough to nake this Village into
sonething. You' ve got to give thema little
bit of credit. |It's not just: If it's going

to be this, it's going to be Armageddon.
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Al right? Look at the turnout
tonight. You know the difference -- you've
been here a | ot |onger than | have.

Al so, we have a cultural center. W
have a library. | don't know if anybody's used
it, but it works pretty nice down in the
basenment. They have a | ot of stuff going on.

They may not have 227, | believe it

s, seats --

MALE VO CE: They have 300.

FEMALE VO CE: Yeah, 300.

MR, CHUCHUL: (Continuing) -- but
then again it'll be 227 -- 227 nore seats of
par ki ng.

What | would like to see, if this
does pass, is that it's put into the way
Far m ngdal e used to be and should be. W can
make this Village into sonething.

Look at Huntington. They have
eateries and they have nice businesses. You
| ook at Babylon just to the south. Look at
Northport. [It's always in the news, it's
al ways on Channel 12. Let's try this. kay.
Thank you.
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2 MAYCOR EKSTRAND: Thank you.

3 MR. PIELOCH. Good evening. M

4 name i s Hank, Hank Pieloch. |'ma 52-year

5 resident plus in Farmngdale. | ama

6 homeowner, a taxpayer, and | vote, pretty nuch,
7 in every Village el ection.

8 Now, | amnot going to say |'mfor
9 this or against this. Wat | amsaying is |

10 vote. | vote for the Village officials, the

11 Village representatives. And | think when the
12 Village votes on this, they vote the way the

13 people, or the public, feel about this. |

14 don't think we can neke a decision until we

15 find out how the residents, who el ected you,

16 feel about this.

17 | hear M. Staller making

18 accusations that M. Starkie said this. [t goes
19 back and forth. As a resident we don't know.
20 So, I"'msaying, | think you have to
21 put your thinking caps on, really give this an
22 anal ysis of who's telling the truth, okay? And
23 you don't vote your opinion. You vote what the
24 public voting -- the public wanted you -- you
25 find out what the public wants, and that's the
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2 way you vote.

3 And I'mnot ridiculing you or

4 criticizing you. Al I'mtrying to say is we
5 voted for you. Now you represent us when you
6 vote on this.

7 Thank you.

8 MR. HARTY: Bob Dittneier.

9 MR, GOSLINE: Al right. Since

10 we're doing a history, I'ma 62-year-old Daler.
11 Not to nention that |'ve attended those

12 neetings now for 20, 25 years. Probably, maybe
13 80, 90 percent of them Rich Gosline,

14 GOSL-1-NE

15 | Iived through all these plans. |
16 | i ved t hough nore Mayors that goes back further
17 than Ral ph Starkie. It goes back to Graf and
18 Trudden. | went through all those devel opnent
19 pl ans.
20 And we're m ssing the point of the
21 parking. This parking was supposed to preserve
22 the Village's | ook and control the devel opnent
23 and alls [sic] your doing is waiving the
24 par ki ng, making up new rules so that we get
25 these projects to fit.
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2 The gentl eman tal ked about votes.

3 You want to find out what people think? Put

4 that little road access up for a vote. Let the
5 Village residents vote for you: Do you want to
6 give up that road or don't you want to give up
7 that road? Then if they want to give up that

8 road, you'll have consent and it's no big deal.
9 He can build, too. |It's the sane price really.
10 There's no, you know, no big benefit for him
11 maybe, too.

12 The whol e big benefit is this

13 performng arts center, which we have. W have
14 this one, too. W should be using this though.
15 This is what we shoul d be using.

16 And to show you how critical

17 par ki ng was, Trustee Addeo, back in 2011, at

18 the Farm ngdale Public Library, had three words
19 to say to the Village. Do you recall what they
20 were? Because | know what they are: Parking,
21 par ki ng, parking. Those were your three words
22 at that input and we're m ssing the whol e point
23 here, you know?
24 And it has nothing to do with the
25 disabled. | think it's a great thing. But at
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2 | east all ow a parking space for their unit. It
3 shoul dn't be waived. That's the only thing

4 that's controlling the mass build out of our

5 Village. Please.

6 MR HARTY: M. Bob -- | can't read
7 your handwiting -- from25 WIlliam Street.

8 MALE VO CE: Dittneier.

9 MR. HARTY: Dittneier. M.

10 Dittneier.

11 There's Goehring on deck, and Ms.
12 G uber follow ng Ms. Goehring.

13 MR. DITTMEIER M nane's Bob

14 Dittneier. | cane out here in 1950. |

15 graduated fromthis school. | played football
16 under Don Snyder. | didn't do too well, but I
17 was there.

18 |"mon the fence with this, to tell
19 vyou the truth.
20 Now, | can't understand where the
21 parking is going to cone from You try and get
22 a parking space on a Friday, on a weekend night.
23 The wait's ridiculous. The only place that's
24 gone through -- that's got disappeared [sic] is
25 G no's and that printing place. Oher than
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that, there's nothing noved, is there? |Is
t her e?

MALE VO CE: No.

MR DI TTMEI ER No.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: The printer noved
across the street, just so you know.

MR. DI TTMEI ER.  VWhat ?

MAYOR EKSTRAND: The printer noved
across the street.

MR. DI TTMEI ER That doesn't do
anyt hing though. Then you just took different
spots; right?

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Ri ght.

MR. DI TTMEI ER The parking on the
ot her side that's gonna change. W still don't
have enough parking. You try to get a parking
space here. | don't know where they neasured
these things. It doesn't fit.

| had sonething else on ny mnd and
| can't renmenber what it was.

MALE VO CE: Too many hits to the
head.

MR. DI TTMEI ER.  Oh, the handi cap.

All -- I"mall for it. They do a wonderful
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2 job. They should be congratulated and that's

3 all | cane here to say.

4 MAYOR EKSTRAND: Thank you.

5 MR, HARTY: M. Coehring.

6 Ms. Gruber on deck.

7 M5. GOEHRING | have been a

8 Far m ngdal e resi dent since 1999.

9 M5. KELLY: Your nanme?

10 FEMALE VO CE: Can't hear you.

11 M5. GOEHRING M nane is Marge

12 Goehring. | live on Wlliam Street.

13 |'"ve seen enpty buildings |like

14 everyone el se has tal ked about. |'ve seen bars
15 and restaurants. | have wal ked, daily, down

16 Main Street and, you know, have peopl e drunk,
17 wal king on the street, banging into you, or

18 they've got their thunbs up their butts and

19 their eyes on their phones; they're not | ooking
20 where they're going.
21 | don't think that we need any nore
22 bars or restaurants that woul d pronote that
23 ki nd of behavior or encourage that kind of
24 behavi or.
25 Yes, the Village has to grow, but
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I n the sane token, you' ve got to have bal ance
to the community and what people want. And |
think this is a good opportunity for the
Village to grow, but | don't want it to be
anot her yuppi e town.

That's all |'mgoing to say.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Thank you, Marge.

MR. HARTY: Ms. G uber.

M5. GRUBER My nane is Vicki
G uber. 1've lived in the Village for 25
years, and | personally want to thank M.
Staller for including the cultural arts center
in his plans --

FEMALE VO CE: (Interjecting) Can't
hear you.

M5. GRUBER (Continuing) -- I'd
|i ke to thank the Trustees --

FEMALE VO CE: (Interjecting) Talk
into the mc.

M5. GRUBER (Continuing) -- I'd
li ke to thank the Trustees for including the
cultural arts center in the Village' s Mster
Pl an.

And |'d also like to ask the Mayor
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2 and Trustees to keep the community interest in
3 m nd when you vote on this, because you

4 represent over 8,000 residents and your

5 decision wll have a lasting inpact for

6 gener ati ons.

7 So, | personally think that a

8 cultural arts center is a great addition to the
9 community. But | know that people have opposed
10 it for many reasons. And sone of those reasons
11 | agree with.

12 Chi ef anong those is parking. So,
13 even though the Code may not require any

14 additional parking, and | noticed that in the
15 denial notice, it said that the Village is

16 giving an actual credit of close to 130 spots
17 to the devel oper so that no additional parking
18 would be needed. Bob O Neill hinself said we
19 need an additional 130 spots.
20 So, even though this may be not
21 required by the Code, it should be an anenity
22 that the Trustees ask for fromthe devel oper.
23 What ot her points do | have? So, |
24 beli eve that there's enough incentive in this
25 transaction fromM. Staller to contribute to
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any addi tional parking. | also would like to
ask M. Staller if he would be willing to share
W th us the assunptions that underlie the
graphs that show that this would actually
create new parking.

And if he could share with us,
also, the math that led to the conclusion that
an additional $10 million of benefit would be
given to the Village. Because sone of that
sounded |like $5 mllion of consunmer spending,
and additional $1.2 mllion of parking benefit.
So, these benefits, if they are indeed cash,
coul d be used to pay for additional parking
spaces.

And | believe that the Mayor and
the Trustees have a duty, if they grant relief
to the devel oper, to make sure that that relief
Is in exchange for an anenity of equal val ue,
even if it neans getting an appraisal, an
outsi de appraisal, to calculate the math.

So, the other point | wanted to
make is height. Thirty-six feet is three
stories, which seens |ike enough to give on

this project. You know, you've heard the
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community say that they don't want a
Queens-like feel in the Village. And we do
want to avoi d overdevel opnent and keep the sun
shining on the streets.

But if those points can be
addressed -- parking and the height -- and |
want to nmake a point about the Farm ngdale Arts
Council, which would be a non-profit entity to
ensure that the Village has sonewhere --

MR. HARTY: (Interjecting) Tine.

M5. GRUBER  (Continuing) -- it
wants to use the cultural arts center to do
that for the benefit of the Vill age.

Thank you.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Thank you, Vicki.

MR HARTY: Mchelle Travis. And
St ephen Thi eke on deck, please.

M5. TRAVIS: (Good evening, and
t hank you for having ne, the Board, M.
Staller.

M5. KELLY: Your nane?

M5. TRAVIS: Mchelle Travis.

| am speaking for nyself, and as

part of the Farm ngdale Village Cultural Arts
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Sub-Conmmittee, in regards to the architectural
style of the proposed Staller building.

M. Staller's revised drawng is an
| nprovenent over the prior version. But the
Comm ttee's consensus, as well as mne, it is
still too nodern for the Village. The
Comm ttee's recommendations, as well as m ne,
Is that the building be nodified to mmc the
architectural style of the fire departnent and
adjoining Village Hall, with simlar
architectural trimand details, and shoul d be
In keeping wwth the Village's overall charm and
aest hetic, classic appearance.

The inside of the apartnents can
al ways be nade to reflect a nore nodern, urban
appear ance.

In addition, given that the Staller
proj ect on Eastern Parkway took several years
beyond its original conpletion date, that the
devel oper guarantee a conpletion date for the
new project, which is |ocated in the heart of
Downt own Far m ngdal e.

The Trustees shoul d i npose a

24-nmont h deadl i ne, six nonths |onger than the
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18 nont hs already prom sed by the devel oper.
The 24-nonth period should begin on the date
the building permt is granted and end on the
date of [sic] Certificate of Occupancy is
| ssued.

Furthernore, in the event of any
del ay, the devel oper should pay a penalty, to
the Village, of $2,000 per day, payable --

t hese funds should be earnmarked for additional
cultural anenities.

During the course of construction,
the Village should require that a decorative
screen be erected, simlar to what the building
woul d 1 ook |ike after conpletion.

In towns across the United States,
Main Street is not just the major road running
t hrough town, but it is the site of comunity
life. A place where towns peopl e gat her,
soci alize, patronize |ocal businesses, mail a
letter, nmeet friends for a nmeal, and watch and
participate in annual parades and fairs.

Farm ngdal e Vill age represents, to
me, honetown val ues, cultural diversity, and

social life. It represents small busi nesses
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and everyday people. The Village provides a
strong sense of belonging to a community for
oursel ves, our neighbors, our famlies, our
children, and hopefully, their children.

It is why it is inportant to keep
the integrity and appearance of our slice of
Main Street USA, while still being able to nove
forward with the tines.

Thank you.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Thank you.

MR HARTY: Thieke, M. Thieke.

And Melissa Feeney on deck, please.

MR. THI EKE: M/ nane is Stephen
Thieke. MW wife and | have been residents of
the Village at 5 McCarthy Court.

Early we heard a | ot of argunents
and di sagreenents as to whether the Board did
or did not have authority to grant all of the
el ements of this proposal.

That is obviously outside of the
scope of the expertise of nobst residents, and
we have to trust the Board to act in the manner
consistent with what it believes it has

authority to do.
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At the sane tinme, we also
understand that the Downtown Master Plan is a
plan that has to be adm nistered with sone
degree of flexibility. Plans are neant to be
applied with judgnent and flexibility.

That said, when a project requires
the scal e and degree of incentives and wai vers,
adj ustnents and bonuses -- whatever the right
words are legally -- they're not called
variances and it really doesn't matter. One
has to step back and ask the question, "Is that
proj ect consistent with the intent of the
Mast er Pl an?”

| believe the Plan has served the
Village well. | believe the Board should be
obligated to try to stay consistent with the
intent of the Plan, and when it nakes its final
judgnent as to the extent of waivers, bonuses,
I ncentives, and everything else, ask the
questions whether they are so extensive as to
run counter to the intent and thene of the
Mast er Pl an.

Thank you.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Thank you.
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MR, HARTY: Ms. Feeney, and Ms.
Ti na D anond on deck.

M5. FEENEY: Hi. Melissa Feeney,
36 Yoakum Street.

" m opposed to this project and
"Il quote you and say, "Parking, parking,
par ki ng. "

The devel oper has not adequately
responded to the parking issues. The charts
shown tonight don't actually tell us anything,
and bottomline, | just don't believe them

There has not been any consideration
given to the inpact to the residents on Rose,
Cherry, Gant, Prospect, and all those other
| ocal streets, where the overflow of cars goes
today and will continue to go if these projects
are approved.

Furthernore, residents are held to
t he Code. Wy not the devel oper?

Wil e others have said this
tonight, | cannot stress enough that the
Village Board nust represent the requested
needs of the Village residents, and | hope

that's what happens here.
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Thank you.

MR. HARTY: Dianond, and Micci o,
Ms. Miccio

M5. DI AMOND: Tina D anond, Mbdtor
Avenue, Farm ngdal e.

I'"'malso a long-tine resident of
Far m ngdal e. Been here for the ups and downs,
been at those neetings where the Master Pl an
was pai nstakingly devel oped. And | do
remenber, at the tinme, feeling very confident
that our portion of Main Street woul d al ways be
Main Street, Farm ngdale; charmng Village
Farm ngdale. D dn't matter what went on around
it and you see, it doesn't. Because many, nany
bui | di ngs have gone up all around us, which has
benefited that Main Street. But | ama Daler.
And that's sacred ground.

Now, putting on a building of this
hei ght is absurd. And if you set that
precedent now, Trustees and M. Mayor, |
guarantee you it's going to be all over Miin
Street, and we will | ose the charm we have now.

Wat ch what you' re doi ng.

MALE VO CE: Bravo.
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2 MR HARTY: Ms. Muiccio and S.

3 Scar pa on deck.

4 M5. MUCCIG Dani Muiccio, Hart

5 Street.

6 MAYOR EKSTRAND: |'m sorry, can you
7 repeat that.

8 M5. MJUCCI G Dani Mucci o,

9 MUCCI-O

10 MAYOR EKSTRAND: Thank you.

11 M5. MUCCIG  Twenty four-year

12 resident of Farmingdale. 1've raised three
13 ammzing young nen. They all went to the

14 Far m ngdal e School District.

15 MALE VO CE: Can't hear you.

16 FEMALE VO CE: Can you speak

17 | ouder .

18 FEMALE VO CE: Take the mc.

19 M5. MUCCIO |'ve raised three
20 amazi ng young nen that all went through the
21 Far m ngdal e School System

22 There was a tine, when they were
23 younger, that | could not bring themto the
24 Village of Farm ngdale. It just was not a
25 great place to be. The visitors and sone of
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the residents weren't sone of the best people
to have young children around. There wasn't
much for themto do.

' ve been fortunate enough to watch

t he changes happen down here and | | ove what
|'ve seen and | | ove what |' m experiencing.
And, now, | just want that to continue, the

progress to continue.

So, they want to stay in
Far m ngdal e and they want to raise their
children. And then | could walk the streets of
Farm ngdale with nmy grandchildren and enjoy all
of these new anenities.

The one thing | always did feel was
| acking was a cultural arts center; a place to
take themto see shows, art exhibits, nmaybe
bring themto | earn about the arts, naybe sone
cl asses to teach themto paint or sing or
dance.

At this time, | have to | eave our
town to go to a different cultural arts center,
for speaking lessons. | should be able to that
i n nmy own honet own.

In reference to M. Staller saying
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that the Cultural Arts Committee was hijacking
the use of the center by wanting to nmake a

non-profit, I'd like to read a portion. |'m

2

3

4

5 al so on the Sub-Comm ttee of the Farm ngdal e

6 Village Cultural Arts. Part of the report that
7 we were issued in regards to Village use of the
8 t heater:

9 “Many residents have pointed out

10 that a cultural arts center to be | eased by the

11 devel oper to a third party other than the

12 Village, for which, the devel oper will receive
13 rent, the theater operator will receive ticket
14 sales, and the Village will have no witten

15 guarantees to use the space either during or

16 after the lease. It is not a public anenity

17 that benefits the Village, but rather a private
18 transaction that benefits the two contracting
19 parties on the | ease.

20 "Therefore, the Commttee

21 recommends that the Village create a new

22 non-profit entity such as Farm ngdale Arts

23 Council, to lease the performng arts space

24 from Staller Associates for one dollar per year

25 I n perpetuity, for a mninmmof 40 years. The
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entities Board woul d represent residents,
Vil l age governnent, and the devel oper. For
exanple, it could have a Board conprised of
five representatives, one of which represents
t he devel oper, one of which represents the
Village, and three of which represent nenbers
of the comunity.

"The entity would then | ease the
theater to a theater operator, such as
Br oadHol | ow Theatre, and would be able to
afford to keep the rents | ow, because it's own
costs are low. The entity would be able to use
the space for Village and community events and
| ease it to other tenants when not otherw se in
use.

"Staller Associates should pay for
a full build out of the theater to the initial
operator's specifications, in exchange for the
| ease and build out --

MR, HARTY: (Interjecting) Tines
up.

M5. MUCCIG (Continuing) -- "which
the Village should consider giving nam ng

rights to the devel oper, subject to Village
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approval .

"What we envi sioned when we
proposed the cultural arts center was not a
third party. W proposed it as a
communi ty- owned center."

Thank you.

MR. HARTY: S. Scarpa and Pat
Christiansen on deck, please.

M5. SCARPA: Good eveni ng, and
t hank you to the nenbers of the Farm ngdal e
Village Council, M. Staller, and all of the
men and wonen who gat her here tonight.

My nane is S. Scar pa.

Several nonths ago, | cane here to
express ny heart's and mnd's desire that this
wonderful Village had a theater to call its own.

Tonight, | amhere to reiterate
that point and further explain why | believe
that a theater is so vitally inportant to
everyone in the Village and the surroundi ng
areas, and why this is the tine to work
together, to give a little fromboth sides, and
buildit.

Not everyone is an artist, but
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everyone has a soul that yearns to be fed the
things that are beautiful and good. The arts
can help us to inhabit other perspectives and
experiences and in a way, broaden our own
lives.

The arts can feed those who hunger
fromthe reprieve fromthe weary, workday
wor |l d, nourishing themw th an idea or a nel ody
that can feed themlong after the performance
IS over.

The arts can help a child devel op
into a reasoned and thoughtful adult and can
make reasoned and thoughtful adults feel |ike
chil dren once nore.

Sinply put, a theater nmay be the
nost i nportant thing being built in
Farm ngdale. It is worth it for everyone to
make conprises in order to acquire a theater.
The Village of Farm ngdal e sinply cannot | eave
It's legacy of the arts to the open m c corner
at St arbucks.

It is clear that acquiring a
theater will take planning and a dedi cated

effort. It will require space and parking. It
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2 wll require the good people of Farm ngdale to
3 accept there will be change. It will require

4 M. Staller to respect the concerns of the

5 people that live here, and give thema little

6 nore. More quaint styling to the building he

7 wants to be, nore parking, and few nore things
8 that they want. Not just to put M. Staller in
9 his places [sic] but because this is their hone
10 and they love it and care about it.

11 And maybe, nost inportantly, they
12 want sone guarantee that the theater will be

13 there for the Town for generations to cone.

14 This is a tinme to account for these
15 t hi ngs, now, before the Town is rebuilt and a
16 theater will never be feasible again. It nust
17 be a priority now-- it nust be a priority now,
18 | ess it be overl ooked permanently.

19 Anyone can build anot her bar or
20 restaurant or another place for people to buy
21 things that they really do not need but buy
22 anyway to fill sonme enptiness inside of them
23 It takes special and forward
24  thinking people to build what people do need:
25 Connections to each other and the things that
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2 are beautiful. Please be those planners and

3 buil ders for the many that currently reside in
4 Far m ngdal e and the surroundi ng communities, as
5 well as for the generations yet to cone. They
6 may never know your nanes, but they wll surely
7 t hank you for it.

8 MR. HARTY: Pat Christiansen and

9 John Capobi anco on deck.

10 M5. CHRI STI ANSEN: My nane is

11 Patricia Christiansen, 78 Widen Street, and |
12 have lived in Farm ngdale all ny life. W

13 don't need to discuss the years.

14 | would Iike to preface ny comments
15 by stating that | amquite certain that the

16 Village Board did not have any input or control
17 over any of the -- over the presentation nade
18 at the library last night, as well as the

19 presentation that was made by the applicant
20 t hi s evening.
21 At the -- both presentations, the
22 applicant has infornmed us that his famly has
23 held title to many conmericial properties in
24 the Village for over a hundred years. | think
25 we've learned that we have folks living here in
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the Village who are second, third, fourth,
fifth, and |I believe even sixth generation.
And these residents care very, very deeply
about the Village and all of the aspects.

The applicant has also inforned the
attendees, at both the library and this
evening, of his history as Mayor of AOd Field
for eight or nine years. Then he went on to
di scuss, particularly at the Village and again
this evening, that one of our residents sold a
pi ece of property in another comunity for $1.3
mllion, and the property was devel oped with a
very high density of apartnents. How
| nappropri ate.

In all ny years of attending
public hearings here in this Village, | have
never heard a di scussi on of anyone's personal
or financial business. That has no rel evance,
what soever, in this application.

Perhaps they do that in Ad Field,
but in this Village we have nuch hi gher
standards and we don't discuss other personal
busi ness of anyone. | would ask the Board that

If this type of discussion continues, that you
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halt it inmmedi ately.

There is a proverb: Desperate
times call for desperate neasures. | hope
that's not the position of this applicant and
that was the reason for himdivul ging that
i nf ormati on.

Wiile it is not relevant to this
application -- and I'mgoing to go off key for
a nonent here -- | did do sone research on the
devel opnent that he discussed in Copi ague.

It was in the Town of Babylon, it's
adjacent to a train station, it's not on Miin
Street, the Code allowed for 30 units per acre
and 45 with anenities. The devel oper, who is
not our Village resident, paid over
half-a-mllion dollars to the Town of Babyl on.
Again, |I'moff the subject.

We al so heard at the presentation,
at the library, of the nerits of BroadHol | ow
Theatre, they're acconplishnents, and their
successes. | don't think there's a person in
this room who doubts the success of Bob O Neil
and his theater, nor does anyone not want a

cultural arts in our Village, but, again --
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MR. HARTY: (Interjecting) Tine.

M5. CHRI STI ANSEN: (Conti nui ng) --
we have to confine this hearing to the building
that is being built and that the applicant
pr oposes.

And finally, | would ask the Board
to send this application to the Village's
Architecture Review Conmttee prior to granting
any decision and to follow their
recomendat i ons.

And finally, since the | egal notice
stated that the Board of Trustees has the
authority to waive requirenents of the Code, |
woul d ask that you listen to the conments that
you hear this evening, review the transcript of
the hearing that was held in April, and cast
your vote in accordance with the wi shes of the
citizens whom you represent.

Thank you.

MR. HARTY: John Capobi anco.

Eva Pearson on deck, please.

MR. CAPOBI ANCO. Thank you. John
Capobi anco.

For those of you who are not
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famliar with ne after ny nine years of service
on the Farm ngdal e Board of Education, ny three
years of service on the Downtown Revitalization
Comm ttee, ny service on the Downtown Master
Plan | npl enmentati on Conmttee, the Farm ngdal e
Village Merchant's Association, the Planning
Advi sory Board, and the Zoning Board of Appeals,
| amcurrently serving as Chairman of the
Cultural Arts Conmmttee.

Several years ago, the Village
bought into the Tom Suozzi concept of the cool
Downt own; we bought into the concept of transit
ori ented devel opnent; and we al so were told
when [sic] M. Suozzi, that the way to relieve
our tax burden was to grow the tax base.

Many people are m sinforned and
think that the Cultural Arts Conmttee has sone
kind of say in this process; we do not have a
vote. W studied the situation and issued our
recommendations to the Trustees, and M.

Staller either m sread them or m sunderstood
what we sai d.
The Village Cultural Arts Committee

I s advocating a true public/private partnership
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between Staller Associates, the Village of
Farm ngdal e, and its residents. W did not
hi jack the theater.

Wth regard to that, we are
proposing the creation of a Farm ngdale Arts
Council, which would be a not-for-profit
organi zati on conposed for Village residents,
Staller, and appointees fromthe Vill age Board
to manage and maintain a Cultural Arts Center.

Wth regard to your tax abatenents,
you do not understand how tax works in this
County, which is very surprising to nme. Your
proj ect has a potential benefit to the
resi dents of Farm ngdale. However, we never
said in our recommendation that your taxes
woul d decrease as a result of this project.
You're going to keep them where they are and
then do a two percent a year for 20 years;
okay?

| have your proposals, and | have
your New York State Conptroller's Ofice
Spreadsheet with the benefits that you receive
for your existing projects, which aren't even

rented yet. You' ve created one job for
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$137,000 in tax breaks at Eastern Parkway.
You' ve created one job for $178,000 in tax
breaks at The Loft on Main Street.

You said you want to be a part of a
community? Be a part of this comunity. |
woul d support this project if you cone in, you
do the right thing by the people, you create
this public/private partnership the way it
needs to be done. Oherwi se, you will not have
ny support.

MR, HARTY: Eva Pearson.

M. Real e on deck.

M5. PEARSON:. H . M nane is Eva
Pearson. | live at 426 Staples Street.

| lived here for ten years, which we
obvi ously know makes nme a newbie in this
community, but | got here as soon as | could
because this is where | wanted to raise ny
children who are now 10 and 11.

And |'ve done -- | went to the
nmeeting in April, | went to the neeting at the
i brary.

| first want to express gratitude

to this entire Board and the Mayor and M.
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Staller for how nuch work has been put into
this. | really amvacillating about how I feel
about this project, but | recognize that we
were heard. Wat we said in April was heard
and this project was redesigned and | think
that there's a |l ot of resistance, but we should
acknow edge when work has been done on both

si des.

The reason why | decided to cone
here tonight is because in April, when | told
nmy children that G no's Pizza was goi ng away,
ny 11-year-old -- who | tried to get here this
eveni ng but doesn't like to speak in public --
|"mnot sure he's lying -- but he created a
flyer on his own and it says, "Save G no's.
Don't let it be replaced. ©Manma M a you think
Far m ngdal e doesn't have pizza," and it's got
pictures of G no's.

And what |'m hearing --

( Appl ause)

M5. PEARSON. (Continuing) -- Thank
you. I'Il tell himyou did that.

And | love the idea of a theater.

But what |'mhearing -- both in nmy own hone
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2 fromny children and fromthis audience -- is
3 that this isn't just about a building. This is
4 about what we want our Village to be. Do we

5 want to mai ntain our nei ghborhood? CQCur

6 children want to be able to go to their |ocal

7 pi zza place and watch the novie on the green.

8 And they'll deliver to you there.

9 And | understand that that is, you
10 know, gone and Gno's wll nove on to a

11 different location -- we will frequent them

12  you know, or what have you. What's going to
13 happen with G no's -- this isn't about G no's.
14 This is about what kind of nei ghborhood do we
15 want to have, not just for us -- | know many of
16 you have children -- so | am here speaki ng on
17 behal f of ny son, who by saying, "Save G no's,"
18 Is really saying, "Let's find a way to al so

19 save our nei ghborhood. ™
20 Thank you.
21 MR HARTY: M. Reale?
22 M. Chuck CGosline, and M. John
23 Moore on deck.
24 MR. GOSLINE: Good eveni ng,
25 everyone.
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"' mnot going to date nyself either,
but I1've lived in the Village for probably 45
plus years. M wife is back there quietly
noddi ng ne not to be abusi ve.

M5. KELLY: Your nane?

MR. GOSLINE: (No response heard.)

M5. KELLY: Your nane for the
record.

MR. GOSLINE: M nane is Chuck
Gosline, 33 Waverly Place. |It's on the ticket

| signed.

| nmean, the way this neeting
started, got ne going. | don't appreciate the
| egal counsel -- I'msorry. | don't appreciate

that. Taking up 20 m nutes of our tinme. |
don't appreciate an hour and fifteen m nutes of
rhetoric going back and forth -- not being

hear d.

So, now for anyone that's not on the
fence or anyone that's not on the fence, please,
say where you stand. For those of you that are
on the fence, you really gotta understand where
this Village has gone.

And |'ve been a part of 2003 with
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the Smart Gowh Commttee, 2004 with the
Addi ti onal Devel opnent Commttee, on the
Revitalization Commttee. |'ve been an active
menber of the board. [|'mthere, |I'mtalKking,
and |'ve never diced words with you guys. You
guys are nice people. | appreciate that, but
let's take a tinmeout for those folks that are
on the fence.

Si nce 2016, |'ve been tal ki ng about
a five-year reviewthat's stated in the Master
Pl an, and we need a serious tineout. It's not
257 units. This Board has approved 372 out of
375. Folks, that's -- our Village is only 1.1
mles. So, our projection of building 375
units, we are at that nunber. So, let's get
that right.

And the Mayor's | ooking confused,
but 1've said this on the floor, and |I've gone
over this with Walter. You guys have approved
372 units. You are going to produce 70 units
of affordable housing. QGuess what? There's
only 34. W were gonna do 10 percent increase
inretail; there's less. W were gonna do

maybe an 80 percent increase in restaurants.
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2 Vel |, guess what? There's over 100 percent of
3 bars and restaurants.

4 And, yes, personally nmy wife and |
5 would not Iike to see additional bars and

6 restaurants. However, we want to see an

7 appropri ate devel opnent, and this gentl enen

8 owns two properties on either side of the road.
9 So, now, let's do the right thing.
10 Let's slow the devel opnent down, let's keep the
11 road in the Village's hands, and if the

12 applicant wants to build a new project et him
13 build two projects.

14 And, M. Mayor, you were quoted in
15 Newsday today as sayi ng you know of no ot her

16 place in this Village where a performng arts
17 center could be built.

18 2012, we brought a plan to the

19 Village Board. Not everyone was sitting on the
20 Board at that tinme, but you were, Cheryl

21 wasn't, Bill was. And here's the plans for 20
22 af f ordabl e housing units over a performng arts
23 center. So, we've been tal king about this not
24  just for six years, |'ve been tal king about this
25 for 30 years.

Accurate Court Reporting Service, Inc. 631-331-3753



PUBLIC HEARING 09/24/2018 Page 129

© 00 N o O b~ wWw N P

N DN D D NMNMDNN P P P PP,
aa A~ W N b O © 00 N O O A W N B O

PUBLI C HEARI NG - 9/ 24/ 18

So, folks, |I'masking you tonight,
listen to what everybody has to say, take your
notes, and let's take a tinmeout. W are built
out. 2035. This plan was built for 20 years
plus, 25 --

MR. HARTY: (Interjecting) Tine.

MR. GOSLINE: (Continuing) -- we
are at that point, folks, and | ask you
consi der that fact.

MR, HARTY: M. John More and Tom
from 467 Secat ogue Avenue on deck.

MR MOORE: Hello. M nane is John
Moore. |'ve been a resident for 10 years.

| basically would like to say,
first of all, maybe, it mght be a good idea to
have a couple of cultural arts theaters. W
wife and | like to go to the theater. But, |
basically think it's a conme-on to get the nore
-- basically to get the nore revenue in
and to get the nore apartnents in.

And what the basic -- nobody's ever
said this, but, you know, how many people --
let me turn this around -- how nany peopl e out

there don't go to the bathroonf
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You know, what you've got is nore
flushing toilets. See, it would put a burden
on the sewage. W' ve been building so nuch up.
And sewage i s corrosive.

Basically -- and also -- basically,
you know, you're tal king about you m ght have
-- | believe this is right -- that the rental
wi |l keep the rental down. | take it that the
rental is quite high around this area. There's
$2, 200, $2, 300.

My wife and | are pretty
confortable, but, you know, we couldn't pay
that. But, you know, if you get about, I|ike,
you sai d about $2,100, is that going to be,
| i ke, $2,100 about $1,500? What's -- how are
you going to control the rent?

Al so, how long is this project
going to take? Sonebody referred to, you know,
you m ght have construction conpanies, you
know, trucks going through the road. How |ong

Is it going to take to do it?

And, basically, where -- if you
want nore revenue and howis this -- and |
should I ook this up sone tine -- how |l ong --
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where is the revenue going to go? That's

another thing | wote down here.

Naturally, | also -- a nunber of
peopl e have been saying it -- no parking
spaces. |If people are visiting the people in

apartnents, or you have the theater there -- |

don't think those nunbers are concrete.

Probably a | ot of parking spaces will be --
nore parking spaces will be -- | agree with
that. A lot of parking spaces wll be taken
over.

That's, basically, what |'m saying.
' m basically, against the project.

MR HARTY: Tonf 467 Secatogue
Avenue. You wote no |ast nane on this. Last
call for Tonf

Marge McCarthy. 57 Duane Street.
s Marge McCarthy here? Cone right up.

And Butch Starkie on deck.

M5. MCCARTHY: H . M nane is
Marge McCarthy. | do live at 57 Duane Street.
| have been a resident in this Town for about
25 years.

| have to agree with the people who
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tal k about the charmof Farmngdale. | think it
has great charm

| agree with the gentl eman who
tal ks about the retail stores, that sone of
themare really not being filled for the ones
t hat have al ready been built, the apartnent
bui | di ngs that have been built.

A kudos to ne -- to M. Staller
fromnme. | think his presentation as to his
vision for what he wants to build is far, far,

ni cer than those buildings that have been built

now. Especially, that Loft building. It over
powers Main Street. | hate it.
And | have to -- with the gentl eman

who spoke about the nunber of apartnents. That
was ny biggest concern. That there's going to
be, supposedly, a ceiling of 375 and then no
nore building in Farm ngdale. [|f you go al ong
wth M. Staller's proposal, | think that
shoul d be the end of building apartnent
bui | di ngs i n Farm ngdal e.

And as far as the cultural arts
center, the theater, it's about $25, $27 a

ticket, because | was a stage manager with
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Bobby O Neill at Bayway Arts Center for over
ten years. You can't afford a ticket in the
city for less than $125. So, it really would
be beneficial to the nenbers of the community.

And that young | ady who spoke,
spoke beautifully, and | don't know if you
know, but there are canps at Health (sic) and
at the community -- at the Bayway Arts Center,
where kids can flourish and learn to be nore
poised and little bit nore outgoing, especially
If they're introvert.

| hope you consider everything that
has been said here tonight and not -- and this
Is the nost conprehensive neeting regarding a
buil ding area. | don't renenber anything when
it canme to the other buildings that have been
bui | t.

And as | said to you, | really
don't think they have any charmat all to | ook
at .

MR. HARTY: Butch Starkie. And
Jessi ca Sant angel o on deck.

MR. STARKIE: George Starkie. 49
Doud Street in Farm ngdal e.
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My first request is | took alittle
bit of a beating tonight, so | hope the three
m nutes can get extended enough to at | east
have an opportunity to clear up a few
m sconcepti ons.

First of all, |I got a nasty gram
fromthe Village attorney today that basically
said |'mgonna get sued because of defamation
because of the mailer | sent out. You will be
hearing frommnmy counsel. You can deal with him
on that matter.

What | do want to nmake clear, is
that in this miler | had said, clearly, it's
ny belief that the Codes aren't being foll owed.
So, as it relates to the Codes of our Village,
| said that was illegal. | did not in any way,
shape, or formsay that any of the Board
Menbers or the Attorney were doi ng sonething
i 11 egal.

If you go to an Article 78 Hearing,
sonebody wi ns and sonebody | oses when things are
chall enged in Court. So, people that |ose,
obviously if it was the Village Board, obviously

they msinterpreted the | aw
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So, anyway, you'll hear from ny
attorney, and |I'mnot putting in a retraction,
because | don't think | put anything in there.
And when | said integrity, it says right in the
flyer that they sent out, it's the integrity of

the Village, not anyone particular on the

Boar d. It wasn't directed to them
First of all, M. Staller, | have
no i1 ssue whatsoever -- |'ve said this before --

| want it on the record -- with the YAI. M
heart breaks and | -- prayers to you and your
famly for having to deal with a disabled child
and what inpact that that has.

My concern was that prior to that
buil ding that you did, I was told that you
didn't need parking requirenents and that,
magi cal ly, we nmade it so there was no parking
for people with disabilities. Well, | think
t hat shoul d be adopted in our Code and not j ust
used to reduce your requirenents. That was
nunber one.

The other thing that M. C audio
DeBel lis, again, shared, it was all the codes

that he nentioned. The one -- you know, he
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doesn't nention the codes, but ny attorney wl|
and, you know, this is what attorneys do. So,
| didn't nean to insinuate that Claudio -- he's
a hired attorney that's going to argue his
client's position. That's what his job is.
There's nothing wong with that. And if | hire
an attorney, they're going to argue ny
position. That's what they do.

So, he | eaves out, though, the
parts of the Code that support the positions
that |I've taken. And that's the part that |
think is disingenuous. So, if the Village
Board is inclined to post all these different
codes specifically so people don't have to
search for them | really hope that they put
the one in there where it says that no parking

requirements in the D-MJ Zone, that you can't

give any variances. It says it clearly in
there, 160. | can alnost say this stuff by
heart now.

So, anyway, now, to ny points
tonight. Basically, the recent mailer that I
sent around had to do -- I'll give you this

argunent: The Village Board has the right to
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anend the Code. M argunent is -- is not do
they have the right, but is it right?

The only issue | have with this
whol e proposal -- | would | ove to have a
theater built on Main Street. W wouldn't?
The part that | have a problemw th, and M.
Staller totally m srepresented many things, but
one in particular, is that nowhere in this
Vi |l age has anyone done a devel opnent in the
m dsection, where the FAR is required at 1.5.
Al the other devel opnent that's been done down
by the railroad station, by right, have an FAR
floor area ratio, of two.

M. Staller is asking the Board to
give his that sane density down next to Village
Hall. And that's in the Subsection where it
says in the Code that you're all owed
as-of-right 1.5. And that's a nmj or change.
That's the only thing that stops ne from bei ng
supportive of this whole process.

MALE VO CE: \What does that nean?

MR. STARKIE: What it neans is FAR
is that the floor area ratio, if you have

40, 000 square feet and you have an FAR of 2.0,
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you have 80, 000 square feet of devel opable
land. |If you have an FAR of 1.5 and you have
40, 000 square feet, you have the right to
devel op 60, 000 square feet. That was the part.

So, ny apol ogies to the community,
because | really thought we had it right when I
was on the Board. | never in ny wldest dreans
t hought that any Board woul d consi der taking
the high density down by the railroad and
bringing it down right next to our Village
Hall. If | knew then what | know now. ..

But |I'm not against the theater.
"' mnot against M. Staller. | have nothing
personal agai nst you, although I think you
bringing up ny personal finances -- plus you're
wrong. | never went to a neeting. | sold
property |I was 25 percent owner of.

So, anyway. The one thing | do
want to say, which is really critical, what ny
requests to the Village Board, is to require
t he devel oper to follow the Code as ny
adm ni stration had intended it to be foll owed,
hol d public hearings before the next election

cycle to close these -- what |'m gonna call
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| oop holes -- this admnistration is
exploiting, so that we don't have to deal wth
t hi s again.

I f none of the above happened, then
consider putting this proposal out to a public
vote on the next election cycle.

And if that doesn't happen, then
tonight I'mnot only declaring, but | am going
to run for Mayor in 2020 and, you know, let the
peopl e chose. |If you're victorious then
Staller gets to build and if he's not, then it
doesn't get built.

Thank you.

MR. HARTY: Jessica Sant angel o.

D. Sullivan from 204 Lenox Court on
deck.

M5. SANTANGELO Hi. 1'mJessica
Sant angel o. |'myour neighbor. |'m probably
your newest nei ghbor because we've only |ived
here for three years, and you all have been
here nmuch | onger than us.

I"'mnot fromhere. Wen we noved
to Long Island six years ago now, we spent

about two years renting a place and

Accurate Court Reporting Service, Inc. 631-331-3753



PUBLIC HEARING 09/24/2018 Page 140

© 00 N o O b~ wWw N P

N DN D D NMNMDNN P P P PP,
aa A~ W N b O © 00 N O O A W N B O

PUBLI C HEARI NG - 9/ 24/ 18

intentionally chose this community to live in.
Qur daughter |loves Charlotte's for the yogurt
and ny husband and | love it for the al cohol,
so it's a great place to be. But, honestly,
l"ve lived in a lot of places inny life. This
feels |ike hone to ne.

One of the main reasons we chose to
nove to Farm ngdal e and not Hunti ngton or
Nort hport or Plainview or AOd Bethpage, is
because we liked this Main Street. W |iked
that it had, like, this small-town feel, but it
was surrounded by all the hubbub of Long
Island. It was the best place for us. CQur
daughter is thriving here.

| am concerned about this
devel opnent because | think it m ght change the
nature of Main Street, and that's one of the
reasons we chose to live here.

Clearly, this comunity has sone
serious questions about this proposed
devel opnent. And | don't want to debate the
nunbers with you, nor do | want to question M.
Staller's character or question the Board's

discretion in granting incentives and wai vers.
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2 "' monly questioning why you would do so.

3 There's a Master Plan and there's
4 the | engthy codes, zones, whatever the words

5 are, that were nmade for a purpose. That there
6 was a vision that this community wanted to

7 follow, so why not follow that vision?

8 Thank you.

9 MR, HARTY: Sullivan? D. Sullivan

10 204 Lenox Court?

11 Okay. Beth Mabazzo. North Utica
12  Avenue. 201 North Uica Avenue, North

13 Massapequa? Beth Mabazzo?

14 El l en Councill, Shernman Road.

15 kay. M ke O Brien. 21 Merokee

16 Pl ace.

17 Rob Bartlett on deck.

18 MR OBRIEN. Mchael OBrien, 21
19 Merokee Place. | don't knowif | need this or
20 not .

21 Li sten, |'ve been here for 40

22 years. My wfe and | noved here from Seaf ord.
23 We chose Farm ngdale. W spent a ot of tine
24 | ooki ng at Farm ngdal e --

25 MALE VO CE: (Interjecting) Speak
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up a little.

MR. OBRIEN. (Continuing) -- Ckay.
We chose to live in Farm ngdal e.

M. Staller, I"'mnot saying this
out of reference. You don't have any skin in
the gane in Farm ngdale as far as |I'm
concerned. You're a business owner, a property
owner, but you do not live here. Al right.

Sonebody nenti oned about Tone
properties. Bartone lives in the Village of
Farm ngdal e. He was born and raised here. He
still lives in Farm ngdale; all right?

| think I voted for everyone that's
sitting up there; all right?

First neeting |'ve ever been at
where | saw nud being slung. There's no reason
for it. Let the |awers handl e the problens
with the other. You sat here, listened to M.
Staller, his attorney, sling nud on one of our
Vill age residents.

Al right. W have buil ding codes;
all right? 1 do a lot of building in
Manhattan. We have buil di ng codes that stay

there. They're there for a reason. Let's not
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change it; all right? | don't always agree
with Butch, | thought.
MR. STARKIE: You never agree with

MR. OBRIEN. | never thought |I'd
be saying this, but he lives, breathes, and
di es Farm ngdale; all right?

Bill, Cheryl, Ralph, everybody up on
that Board does. | know you have the best
interest in the Village of Farm ngdal e; all
right? And I know M. Staller has to build
sonething in Farmngdale. But let's build
sonething we all like and live and | ove.

Thank you.

MR. HARTY: Rob Bartlett.

Lorrai ne Stanton on deck.

MR. BARTLETT: Rob Bartlett,
Far m ngdal e H gh School, class of '75, 30-year
Village resident. | live across the street.
Whoever parked in ny driveway, |'mvery
sensitive to the parking issue.

| want to thank the Mayor, the
Trustees, and the Board for your tine and

effort tonight, but also for all the work
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2 you've done to revitalize the Village of

3 Far m ngdal e.

4 | also to want thank the citizens
5 of this Town, who cane here on a Monday ni ght

6 to speak their piece, because it shows that

7 you're invested in the place where you live.

8 And there's no greater sense of community than
9 when peopl e gather to discuss how to better the
10 place they live. [|'ve always thought that

11 Farm ngdal e was the greatest little town in

12 Anerica, like in a Frank Capra novie. | would
13 | ove to retain the character of this Village.
14 There's been a | ot of tal k about

15 Master Plans, like it's a Dr. Evil thing; it's
16 just sonething to takeover the world.

17 There's been a | ot of nunbers and
18 statistics that were thrown out this evening,
19 proj ected benefits. |Is there a place where the
20 Master Plan can be viewed? There is. Ckay.
21 MAYOR EKSTRAND: It's on the
22 website.
23 MR. BARTLETT: It's on the website;
24 okay. | just wanted to be clear about that.
25 Wien | ook at the words, if we
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2 could find the sources, and have the sources

3 cited for the statics that were spoken about in

4 M. Staller's speech.

5 Again, a cultural center would be

6 unbelievable. | ama firmbeliever in

7 community theater. The arts are crucial, yet,

8 sadly, not funded as nuch as other pursuits.

9 But, ny question is, do we really
10 need anot her space? W already have a 300-seat
11 space wth a stage at the library. They have a
12 gall ery where they hold exhibits. Does the
13 Village need to have one there at the risk of
14 putting up a building that's going change the
15 character of the Vill age?

16 M5. STANTON: Lorrai ne Stanton.

17 And | want to say, first up, that |
18 am agai nst the project the way it | ooks. And
19 now | wll tell you why.

20 |'"ve lived here 59 years. Wen |
21 nmoved here, | went to high school here, and

22 then we noved to the high school. [|I'mfromthe
23 first graduating class there in 1962. 1've

24 lived in the Village for al nost 59 years, at

25 four different addresses.
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2 My first job, when | was at

3 Far m ngdal e Col |l ege, was at McClem s

4 [ phonetically] on Main Street. My first

5 full-time job was at the library, that is now
6 the Library Cafe and | worked on the Book Mobile
7 and | worked at that South Farm ngdal e Branch.
8 | retired seven years ago. |

9 worked for a community action agency in

10 Henpstead for 36 years. Started off as a poor,
11 Head Start parent at Farm ngdale Head Start,

12 and when | retired, seven years ago, | was the
13 director of eight Head Start prograns with a

14 staff of 140, running an $8 mllion program

15 | have becone a professional

16 volunteer since | retired. | amthe

17 Co- Presi dent of the Winen's C ub of Farm ngdal e,
18 | amthe President of the Farm ngdal e- Bet hpage
19 Hi storical Society, | amon the Cultural Arts
20 Committee of the Village of Farm ngdale, and |
21 ama library Trustee and a nenber of St. Kilian
22 Wnen's @Gl d.
23 My grandchildren are the fourth
24 generation living on the property that | grew
25 up on, because | cane back with two children to
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live wwth ny parents. So, ny children were
rai sed there. | have a grandchild in high
school, in this school, and in Saltzman.

| want Farm ngdale to |ook |ike

Farm ngdale. |I'msorry if |'menotional, but
that's how!| feel. | love the Village, | can't
think of living anywhere else. | have a |ovely

co-op apartnent on Fulton Street and an ol der,
red-brick building, and | want everything on
Main Street to look like it's supposed to | ook.
Let's keep the Village | ooking like a Vill age.

People like to cone here, | know we
have a | ot of restaurants and bars, we had a
| ot of restaurants and bars back then. | have
no objection to an apartnent buil ding that
| ooks |i ke the Village of Farm ngdal e.

Thank you.

MR. HARTY: Marianne Day and
Mel ani e Beshears on deck, please.

Mari anne Day?

Ms. Beshears.

Chris Ni chol on deck.

M5. DAY: Marianne Day, Staple

Street. |"ve al so been a resident for over 20
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years in an apartnent in Farm ngdal e and now we
own a hone.

| Tove this Village. M children
| ove this Village because they can wal k Upt own
and they can hang out.

| don't appreciate The Loft's
aesthetics. Really, | don't think it goes with
the Farm ngdale vibe. And that's probably ny
mai n reason why | don't like this re-proposed
building. Wile a cultural arts center would
be sonething that everyone can appreciate, |
think that it gives away too nuch.

And | think -- discussing wwth ny
nei ghbors outside -- a lot of themthink it's
al ready a done deal, and they think the Village
Board has al ready passed the hat on this.

| don't pretend to know the Zoni ng
Codes, even though you went over them [It's
like a parent talking to their teenagers. |
hear the words, but they don't really
penetrate.

So, |'m hoping that what you said,
Ms. Parisi, is true. That you listen to the

Villagers, you listen to the Dal ers, and, yeah,
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2 vote with what we think. O put it to a vote
3 wth us. Ckay.

4 M5. PARI SI: Thank you.

5 MR. HARTY: Ms. Beshears? Last

6 call.

7 Chris N chol.

8 MR. NI CHOL: (Good evening. M nane
9 Is Chris Nichol. | reside in Farm ngdal e.

10 |"ve been asked to keep this under three

11 mnutes. | wll not exceed the neasure. |

12 imagine it was arrived by a sure nethod.

13 And 1'd i ke to know if there's any
14 literature in the Farm ngdal e Public Library
15 t hat woul d descri be the nethod used to

16 determ ne how many minutes were granted to the
17 applicant. And in the interest of tine, |I'd
18 like to yield the rest of ny tine.

19 MR, HARTY: Ral ph Norton.
20 Marty -- 24 Hillside. Marty
21 W esehahn?
22 MR. W ESEHAHN. Marty Wesehahn. |
23 live at 24 Hllside Road. |'ve been since
24  1960.
25 |'"ve seen a | ot of changes in Town
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and you guys have done a great job. M.
Staller, is here because he's a busi nessman.

MALE VO CE: Can't hear you.

MR. WESEHAHN. M. Staller is here
because he's a busi nessman. He wouldn't be
building a building in Farm ngdale if it wasn't
profitable for him sonmewhere down the |ine,
whet her it was with or without the things that,
you know, we're going to give or not give to
hi m

| appreciate that you have a
community center. | have a few problens that |
do have [sic].

First of all, | understand -- |
appreciate the fact that it's part of Add Field
and everything. Odd Field doesn't even have a
Main Street; okay? They have |ess than a 1, 000
residents. W have 8,000, 10,000 residents.
Big difference.

My concern is the construction
time. The construction tinme for The Lofts on
Main Street was way over what it should have
been. | renenber calling the Village a couple

of tinmes saying, "Wen are they gonna finish
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building this thing?* And it was one excuse
after another. If you're not holding himto
sone sort of a tinefranme and sone reason to,
you know, a financial incentive to get it
conpl eted, you're nmaking a big m stake.

The ot her problem | have is the
pi ece of property that you're tal king about is
a large piece of Main Street. | understand
you' re tal king about taking a road here and --
it's still a large piece of Main Street. W
are gonna be under construction for over two
years. People have to live wth that.

He does not |ive in Farm ngdal e;
okay? That's sonething that you guys have to
consi der.

| have a friend that just rebuilt a
house in Lenox Hills, right around the corner
fromwhere | live. You guys held himto have
-- he now has a three and-a-half foot or
four-foot w de porch on the front of his house,
because you were holding himto the Codes that
you wote. Hold himresponsible for the sane
t hi ng.

| do believe the community center
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2 would be a good thing for us. W do have

3 space, we can use the school -- try to get in

4 here and use the school for a function or

5 sonething. It's not easy. Try to get into the
6 i brary for sonething, because you have to have
7 a certain anount of people in your function

8 t hat bel ong to Farm ngdal e; okay.

9 A community center and a gallery |
10 think is a great thing. I'man artist. |

11 understand that. But | don't think it should
12 be a profit for them |If they're going to give
13 us sonething, they're going to build this

14 community center for us, it should be part of
15 the community. And |ike everybody el se has

16 said, make sone sort of a commttee and figure
17 it out so that it does sonething for the

18 community, otherwise, it's just another rental
19 space. |It's for profit, it's not for the
20 comuni ty.
21 And the other thing | have a
22 problemwth is the look to the building. |
23 don't want to live in WIIliansburg, Brooklyn;
24 okay. These buildings are too big, The Lofts
25 -- do | think The Lofts are a decent | ooking
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bui | di ng, yes, but not for Farm ngdal e.

The other thing |I have a problem
wth is even the community --

MR, HARTY: (Interjecting) Tine.

MR. W ESEHAHN: (Conti nuing) --

Fi ne.

The community center's wall, it
| ooks |i ke seven garage doors. Were it's going
to be glass or whatnot | don't want to | ook at
garage doors with that kind of facade on Min
Street, Farm ngdal e.

| agree, make it look |ike the Town
Hall. Make it look |ike the firehouse.

That's all | have to say.

MR. HARTY: Ral ph Norton. M.

Nort on?

St even Hei der st adt .

MR. HEI DERSTADT: Steve
Hei derstadt, 203 Lenox Court.

I, too, ama |life-long Farm ngdal e
resident. Actually, | was born and raised here
and | noved away, and what | thought was to
never cone back to Farm ngdale. | nmet ny wfe,

we were getting married, we started | ooking at
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nei ghbor hoods, we started | ooki ng at
communities, and | realized -- it dawned on ne
-- Farmngdale is a great place. It was a
great place to grow up, it was a great place to
raise a famly, and -- nuch to ny chagrin -- |
went back to Farmngdale and | love it. 1've
got four children and a | ot of work and. ..

So, first | want to tell you is
[sic] | support the Village and the Mayor and
the Board. | think you' ve done a fabul ous job.
Qur Village is alive, it's flowing, it's
flourishing, and I think we need to continue on
t hat path.

| support this project. Wat's
there now is not useful any longer. Many of the
properties in the Village are that way. W' ve
made a | ot of headway over the past 15 years, 16
years. W' ve have a long way to go and this is
sonet hi ng that needs to be done.

Now, | think we need to answer to
the community and if there are certain
architectural aspects that the community -- and
there's an overwhel m ng voice to that side, and

maybe we shoul d consider it.
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2 | don't think that asking M.

3 Staller that -- to donate nore is appropriate.
4 He's made an offering. | think a community

5 center in this Village is absolutely what we

6 need. It'll draw nore people in. | honestly
7 t hi nk we can deal with the parking.

8 | synpathize to the people who

9 live in close proximty of the Village. 1'm
10 | ess than a quarter of a mle fromthe Vill age.
11 It's not a problemfor nme, but the Village has
12 done a great job adding additional parking.

13 Were there are properties that are
14 avai | abl e, they bought them up and they

15 devel oped parking, whether it be north across
16 from7-El even or over by the rail siding, it's
17 all stuff that we can do.

18 W need to keep noving forward;

19 okay? | cane back here because | wanted to

20 raise ny children here. At sone point, ny

21 children are gonna grow and they're either

22 gonna go and nove on, but if they can stay in
23 this community -- and they all love this

24 community -- | think that's value. And if

25 there's opportunities for places for themto
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2 live, that's great.

3 W can't -- and | love the old

4 Farm ngdal e. | wal ked up and down Main Street

5 as a kid and | rode ny bike. A lot of those

6 t hi ngs have changed -- about society, about our
7 world --

8 MR, HARTY: (Interjecting) Tine.

9 MR. HEI DERSTADT: (Continuing) W

10 live in a society of fear. And please don't
11 | et fear of progress deter what's the right

12 deci sion for Farm ngdal e.

13 Thank you.

14 MR, HARTY: Frank DeStef ano.

15 Eri c Al exander on deck.

16 MR. DESTEFANO  Frank DeStefano, on
17 Cinton Street.

18 Menbers of the Board and the Mayor,
19 | am here not so nuch to get involved with

20 dunpi ng on the devel oper, but all devel opers
21 have tails and you hide yours well. And in
22 actuality here's one of the problens about

23 devel opers.

24 He's a concerned person as far as

25 where he buil ds. But, he is also the sane
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2 person that caused a | ot of the vacancies that

3 we conplain about in the stores on Main Street.
4 He owned them And we all know the reason why

5 people weren't buying into those stores -- or

6 according to the people that we spoke to -- was
7 the rent was too high.

8 MALE VO CE: Right.

9 MR. DESTEFANGC.  So, you know, when

10 you think about it and then have himturn

11 around and say give himthree apartnents

12 basically for the handicap -- which, | think is
13 wonderful -- and that's a good part of the

14 devil. The bad part is he wants credits for

15 t hose by not giving spaces for those

16 apartnents. You know, there's sonething wong

17 t here.

18 The other problemis, to begin

19 wth, I wasn't born in Farmngdale. | was born
20 in Brooklyn. | was raised in a four-story

21 apartnent over a store. |t was over a

22 restaurant, as a matter of fact. W noved out

23 of there -- | think | was about 12 years old --
24 and we noved into Queens. Queens was a suburb

25 at the tine.
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By the tine | left Queens, when |
was nmarried and had one kid, | cane to
Farm ngdal e. That was a suburb now, Queens was
not. Queens, |ong ago, gave up being a suburb
that we noved to from Brookl yn.

What |'m saying, basically, is we
had a Master Plan that was devel oped here. One
of the benefits of having a Master Plan --
despite people not thinking that they're worth
anything -- is that you get to sone stability
as to what the governnent at the tine is
turning around and sayi ng, "After | ooking at
the facts, |ooking at the prices, |ooking the
peopl es who live here, that this is the best
way for you to go." And | think every tine the
governnment turns around and gives a vari ance,
or whatever you want to call it, to soneone
who's comng in and building, you re noving
away fromthe well-studied plan. And when
you're noving away froma well-studi ed pl an,
you should do it very carefully. Be very
cautious and very stingy.

It's nice to have a -- not a

community center -- an arts building, room
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that he's tal king about, but let's face it, we
have arts right in the library --

MR. HARTY: (Interjecting) Tine.

MR. DESTEFANO (Continuing) -- and
peopl e don't go.

So, what we're tal king about is
|l et's have a theater that can advertise their
pl ays and say, "It's in this theater." Fine.
For Farm ngdale, that's not really doi ng nuch.

As far as getting a play for $27
i nstead of $200, you do that because what's put
on on Long Island is worth $27, not worth $200.

So, as nice as that m ght be, |
t hi nk you have to be very careful. | don't
think that this is sonmething you have to junp
into. First of all, | don't think there should
be four stories. Let that end, please.

Thank you.

MR. HARTY: Eric Al exander. John
Favilla on deck.

MR. ALEXANDER: Menbers of the
Board, Eric Al exander, director of Vision Long
Island. Also, class of '88, and ny nomlives

here, so I'ma Daler.
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| was asked by the Mayor for ny
t houghts, our position and thoughts on a
performng arts theater in the Downtown and
al so by one of the Trustees about ny thoughts
on the project in general. So, we're here
tonight. So, I'lIl start with the perform ng
arts venue.

We | ooked at nine of themthat have
been operated over the last 20 years in
di fferent Downtowns: Boul ton, Bay Shore;

Pat chogue Theatre for the Performng Arts,
Suffol k Theater in Riverhead, the Northport
Theater, Landmark on Main Street in Port

Washi ngton, one in G eat Neck, the new one in
Babyl on, and then the space in Wstbury and the
Par anount Theater in Huntington are nuch, nuch
| arger. And all of these are |arger than what
this woul d be and woul d have a nuch deeper

| npact as far as traffic and parking.

But, here are sone thenes. The
parking problemin all these communities --
there was a parking problemto begin wth,
because they were destinations and pl aces

peopl e wanted to go, simlar to Farm ngdal e.
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Good managenent on show tines is
key. And al so what people -- the crowd that
does cone in, they're also using -- many of
them may have been there anyway for the
restaurants and the bars. This is an
additional piece. So the parking inpact has
been | ooked at from a shared parking
per spective.

Havi ng an operator that has
experience in theater operations is key. There
was sone struggles out of the gate in a couple
of these Downtowns. It's good to know t hat
BroadHol | ow Theatre is comng in early with
t hat experience and understanding of this
mar ket .

The econom cs: A | ow season,
particularly in the winter where the
restaurants are struggling, having a theater in
really keeps them afloat at different tines, so
that's very inportant to give the -- it's a
bal ance, the restaurants and bars wth this
ot her use. You've heard that tonight.

It does add a |evel of

sophi stication to the nei ghborhood and bri ngs
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the theater -- brings the neighborhood up a
little bit by having these types of uses in the
heart of the Village.

So, in this type of performng arts
theater, it's alittle different. | go to the
Paranount in Huntington and | love junping in
the nosh pit. You know, naybe that's a little
different energy than what you have here with
this performng arts theater. | know people
don't want a Paranount Theater in Huntington
here i n Downt own Farm ngdal e.

Public safety: It is not known to
be additional concerns that fol ks may have
related to nore bars and restaurants. This
really does add to it. There's no increase,
there's no incidents in a |lot of these theaters.

And, ultimately, the art culture,
that having a full conplenent of communities is
-- on off times -- a lot of theaters have
shared their space with comunities. So, we've
heard a ot fromcomunity folks that want to
use this, that obviously --

MR. HARTY: (Interjecting) Tine.

MR. ALEXANDER: (Continuing) -- has
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to be an opportunity for ticket use.

So, we'll put the rest of our
coments related to the design and the overall
t houghts of the project, Brian, |I'll |eave that
wth you.

But | just wanted to say, there's a
| ot to consider, and | really praise the
Village for being as thorough as you are,
hol ding these multiple hearings and al so praise
t he devel oper for changing their original
proposal and listening to the community as they
are and they got nore to listen to tonight.

Thank you.

MR. HARTY: John Favilla and
Donmenic Zito on deck.

M. Favilla?

M. Zito.

Joseph M nieri on deck.

MR, ZITO. Donenic Zito, 245
Prospect Street.

First, I'"'mhere to address the
parking. | know there was a slide earlier.
|"d | ove to see again, please, the slide

show ng all the parking that was avail abl e.
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2 ( WHEREUPON, a Power Poi nt

3 presentati on was di spl ayed.)

4 MR ZITO  (Continuing) And while

5 they look for that, I was wondering if you

6 coul d pause ny tinme, please.

7 MALE VO CE: Six mnutes to find

8 it.

9 MR ZITO It was |like the fourth
10 or fifth -- parking lot all the way at the top,
11 probabl y.

12 Yup, that's it. Go down, down,

13 down. Down about three. GCkay, that's the one.
14 Al right. So these blue parking
15 spots, these are the spots that are currently
16 bei ng used; is that correct? That's what |

17 believe is correct.

18 (kay, so that's being used by

19 what's called the bar/restaurant, which is the
20 top, red shape. That is the Nutty Irishman.

21 Now, that's what's currently there. However,
22 the Nutty Irishman is going to be noving to the
23 bui | ding just above that, if |I'mnot m staken.
24 So, all those blue parking spots are still

25 gonna be used by the Nutty Irishman. They wl|
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not be used by the devel opers.

So, when he says they're going to
be having a |l ot |ess spaces, that's absolutely
a ruse.

You have all these parking spaces,
plus at least, | would estinmate -- | don't know
I f there was a nunber given for 227 seats -- |
woul d estinmate another 100 cars. So, you have
all of those blue spaces being used by the
Nutty Irishman, plus the 100 cars for the
theater, plus guests of the building that are
going to be com ng.

Now, the other thing is the Nutty
Irishman is noving to a |arger |ocation, which
you can al so see by the photo, which is going
to be for nore -- it's going to accompdat e
nore guests. And | was at the neeting when
t hey approved that, and they were al ready short
parking space as it was. So, they had to pay
sone kind of penalty charge to have -- to keep
their business in that building and not have
enough par ki ng.

So, the new Nutty Irishman won't

have enough parking, plus all of the blue
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spaces that we saw, plus another 100 spots
estimated for the comunity center, plus the
guests of the residents.

Now, it was al so nentioned that
people go to the restaurant and then maybe
they'|Il go the theater afterwards or vice
versa. But that just neans those cars are
going to be parked there nmuch | onger than just
an hour at the restaurant. They're going to be
an hour at the restaurant, plus an hour, hour
and-a-half at the theater.

So, ny main thing is it's really --
when | saw -- | wasn't even going to talk
tonight. But when | sawthat, that's really a
ruse. And I'mnot stupid enough to fall for
it. | know that the Nutty Irishman i s noving
next door. So all those parking spots are
still gonna be used.

Now, | live on Prospect Street.
And Prospect Street, for the past couple of

years has becone an extension of the parking,

the muni ci pal parking lots. | have cars parked
there day and night. It's really an overfl ow.
Now, ny street, | don't think is zoned for
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muni ci pal parking, but that's what it's becone.

So, that's ny main thing.

Again, | don't |like the way The
Lofts look. | don't think it fits in wth the
Village. | said that back in the |ast neeting.
| know that was addressed here a few tines
al r eady.

But | just want to bring that point
up that it was kind of |like the shell gane when
| saw that --

MR. HARTY: (Interjecting) Tine.

MR ZITG (Continuing) -- and |
don't think anybody else really picked up on

t hat .

Thank you.

MR. HARTY: Joseph Mnieri.

Bill Johnson and Bob Kuppel neyer on
deck.

MR JOHNSON: H. |I'mBil
Johnson, 33 Ridge Road. 1'd |like to say thank

you to the Board for all of the work you do all
of the tine.
Sone of you know | am a nei ghbor of

the Departnent of Public Works. | see all of
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t he good, hard work that they do, too. So, |
can say |'m sure everybody appreciates
everything that goes on in the Village and all
the hard work that you do. So, we do appreciate
t hat .

But, I'll state right out, I'm
against it. This building. Because it's too
dam bi g.

["moriginally from Queens. MW
not her still lives there. W lived in an area
cal | ed Auburndal e, which was a suburban area of
Queens. The city has now granted tax
abatenments there to build apartnents for high
density, like we're doing here. The whole
suburban, little part of Queens that | grew up
inis gone. And the parking is horrible. And
now | just see it going on here.

Thi s gentl eman made a very good
point wth the parking that he showed, and he
asked for a slide.

Can | ask you to put up the
renderi ng of the building?

(WHEREUPON, a Power poi nt

presentation was di spl ayed.)
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2 MR. JOHNSON: (Continuing) And ny

3 point here is the rendering of the building is

4 beautiful, if you put it -- if we were | ooking

5 at it from 300 feet, like that rendering shows.

6 But | think you want to stand in front of Chase

7 Bank or the dress store or Ubaldo's and you'l

8 see that thing sticking right into your face.

9 And that's what's mssing fromthis rendering.
10 It | ooks big, bright, and airy, but
11 damm it, it's not going to be big, bright, and
12 airy. It's too damm big.

13 M. Staller, if you're so bent on
14 not building this, if you don't get your way
15 and then you'd have to go to restaurants and
16 bars, that you nust have said 10 tinmes today in
17 such a nasty voice of how bad they are, why
18 don't you sell the building for profit, I|ike
19 you so cynically pointed out that our Mayor
20 did, or ex-Mayor, did.

21 And one last thing, | don't think
22 you shoul d have started the neeting froma

23 | awyer threatening anybody with a defamati on
24 suit that nmade it on here, against Mayor

25 St ar ki e.
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2 Thank you.

3 MR. HARTY: M. Bob Kuppel neyer.

4 MR. KUPPELMEYER Hi. M nane is

5 Bob Kuppel neyer. | guess this is ny "M. Smth
6 Goes to Washi ngton" nonent.

7 If | got up this norning thinking I
8 was gonna actually speak here today, | would

9 have told you you're crazy. But, | did sit

10 here in the back, out of curiosity, and | felt
11 conpelled to get up and put ny nane down and

12 speak.

13 First thing | want to address is a
14 full disclosure. | ama good friend of Butch
15 Starkie. I'malso a good friend of Bob

16 O Neill.

17 So what is the wi sdom of Sol onon

18 here? The thing that really annoyed ne tonight
19 is that | think M. Starkie has the nost
20 integrity in this whole entire gymmasium And
21 he was attacked tonight, and that really upset
22 me. And this defamation thing is a | osing
23 proposition. And if you want to play that gane,
24 you're going to lose, and I'll be on this guy's
25 Mayor al canpai gn conmm ttee.
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2 Now, we don't want that to happen,
3 because his wife wll have a heart attack. So
4 let's try to nake this for all these people

5 her e.

6 So, at the end of the day, the

7 guestion is -- we all want a cultural arts

8 center. | love the theater. The fact that Bob
9 O Neill could be running it, is nusic to ny

10 ears and ny kid's ears.

11 And | don't begrudge, as an

12 entrepreneur, to do what he wants to nake a

13 profit. But at the end of the day, does he

14 need 54 apartnments in this nonstrosity? Can he
15 live with less and still pretend that he is the
16 voice of the people?

17 So that's what you, as the Board,
18 have to decide. Do we want -- there was a nman
19 that nentioned Frank Capra. So, do we want this
20 pl ace to be Bedford Falls? O Pottersville?
21 Thank you.
22 MR, HARTY: That's it. That
23 concl udes the speakers.
24 MAYOR EKSTRAND: Ckay, that
25 concl udes the speakers.
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But we have one nore? Cone on down.

M5. CHESHI RE: Good evening. M
nanme is Fran Cheshire, GHESHI-RE Ilike
t he cat.

l"ve lived in Farm ngdal e ny whol e
life. | was born here, ny parents were, ny
grandparents were. M grandfather was CGene
Li nedecker [phonetically], who was part of the
original Farm ngdale Police Departnent, from
years ago.

And in all this tinme, to have
sonething |like this to just take over our
gquai nt, honey Main Street, | think is
abom nabl e.

The other part | think is great. |
was very upset when the arena theater closed
because | |like the theater. But having a
theater here is fine, but we don't need all of
t hese apartnents hanging right over our Village
Hal | and our fire departnent.

And | think that it should be put
on a vote to the people in the comunity,
whether it gets built or not in that present

condi tion. | think there should be | ess.
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Thank you.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Thank you.

kay. | want to thank everybody for
comng tonight. | just have one thing before we

break. There's been a |ot of tal k going around
about the building code and everybody's
interpretation of it.

Several of us in the room-- up
here and in the audience -- were actually there
when the Code was bei ng devel oped, and sone of
us have different ideas of what the Code neans

and what we can or cannot do.

So, | said -- | thought | had an
intelligent thought. | went to the guy who
wote it for us and said, "M. Walsh" -- who

was the Village Attorney at the tinme -- "can
you give us sone enlightennent on what we, as a
group, told you to wite and what your opinion
was when you put pen to paper and actually
wote it?"

"' mnot going to read you the
three-page letter, because we're all tired and
you'l | probably want to tar and feather ne if |

read it to you.
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So, all I can -- well, |I'mjust
going to cut it short. W'IIl give it to the
court stenographer, so it wll be a part of the
public record and it can be viewed if need be.

"Il just read one qui ck paragraph.
As our current Village Attorney told you
earlier, ny opinionis that -- M. Walsh -- ny
opinion is the Code gives the Board great
di scretion and the power to alter the code and
the power is only capped in four ways: The
bui | di ng hei ght, the anmpbunt of units, building
coverage area, and mniumunit size.

Everything el se the Board has -- in
hi s opi nion who wote the law -- the ability to
override it. \Whether the Board does or not,
that is up to the Board.

But | think the public and everybody
shoul d have the Village Attorney's -- who wote
the aws -- opinion on what and what not the
Village coul d do.

So, we'll just put that in wth the
court stenographer.

| want to thank everybody for

comng tonight. | think -- oh?
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You got it?
MS. PARISI: Yes. | know there's

been a lot of talk tonight about a cultural

arts center; okay? And | just want to say that
there is -- while it is not a guarantee --
there is a chance -- okay, New York State has

what they call their Downtown Revitalization
Initiative. And it's a New York State grant
for $10 million, which is given -- ever year
you can put an application in; okay?

So, it happens, |ike, around April
or May, and | talked to the Mayor in Westbury.
He sent ne their application, because they were
the first wwnners. And so, while it's not a
guarantee that we would be getting $10 mllion,
It is something that | feel we should very nuch
| ook into and develop a thene. And there is a
| ot that we can do with $10 mllion.

So, it is sonmething that | am goi ng
to work on. You know, whether this application
I s passed or not, | amgoing to work on seeing
i f we can do our own application and possibly
go forward in that direction.

FEMALE VO CE: Thank you.
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FEMALE VO CE: | think, tonight,
you put the cart before the horse. The main
thing is this building. The arts center cones
after. Mre people got up and tal ked about the
arts center. But they really should have been
tal ki ng about the building, and do we like it
or don't we like it?

And | still say, Ralph, it's
Queens. You may not want to hear it, but you
heard it from ot her people tonight.

MAYCR EKSTRAND: No, no, that's
quite all right. And | still |ove you.

FEMALE VO CE: | |ove you, too.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: The point that is
to be made was what we're tal king about -- the
| ook of the building and the theater.

What the Board is |ooking to hear
fromthe public is if the anenity of the theater
Is worth the building? That's what the -- |I'm
not -- I'msaying that's what the purpose of the
hearing is.

Is the anenity -- is the anenity of
the theater worth the buil ding?

FEMALE VO CE: No.
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MALE VO CE: No.

FEMALE VO CE: No.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Well, | think I
can hear you; okay? But, that's the purpose.
That's why it's a public hearing. You know,
you' re | ooking at --

FEMALE VO CE: Also, ny comment is
the young girl who read that letter. Wen she
cane to the neeting, the first neeting we had,
she cane from Bet hpage. Now, is she still from
Bet hpage? Yes. So, we're worried about
Bet hpage or are we worried about Farm ngdal e?
That's the thing.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: As you know, | |et
everybody speak --

FEMALE VO CE: | know.

MAYOR EKSTRAND:  ( Conti nui ng) - -
and probably 25 to 30 percent of the people
resi ded outside of the Village, which is
neither here nor there. It's always ne to | et
t hem speak; okay?

FEMALE VO CE:  Ckay.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Just |ike | always

| et you speak.
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M. Sisco?

MR. SISCO M. Ralph.

Hey, listen, what she just talked
about the State, right? The State you can't
depend on.

M5. PARISI: | said that. | said
t hat .

MR. SISCO Believe you ne. W
just got this new pool systemin it -- if you
go down Secatogue Avenue -- the lights and the
kids on the stairs -- it didn't open yet, but
they're out there -- forget about it. You're
not gonna have it. You won't have not hi ng.

The stadi um was, |ike, doable. The
stadiumis nothing but rows and rows and rows
of seating. Were are all those people gonna
park their cars? Were are they gonna park?

MALE VO CE: In the Village.

MR. SI SCO \Were are they gonna
par k?

MAYOR EKSTRAND: Ckay, Bill. W
got you.

Ckay. That's it for the public

comment. There's a lot of informati on here
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t oni ght .

Do | entertain a notion fromthe
Board to digest all the information and neet
again on Cctober 1st? That's the next -- is
that the next public neeting? October 1st? Do
you have the date right?

M5. KELLY: 8:00 o'clock.

MR. PRIESTLEY: 1'll make a notion
to close the --

MR, GOSLINE: Wiy woul d you cl ose
t he public hearing?

MAYOR EKSTRAND: | didn't --

MR, GOSLINE: Wiy woul d you cl ose
the public info? Wy can't we --

MS. KELLY: Public comment. It's
just for tonight. 1It's just for tonight.

MAYCR EKSTRAND: You know, Chuck,
you' re always junping off the handle --

MR. GOSLINE: (Interjecting) Don't
you say --

MAYOR EKSTRAND: (Conti nuing) -- |
said | was closing the public coment for
t oni ght .

MR. GOSLINE: (I ndeci pherable
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MAYOR EKSTRAND: And you're just --
you see? See how you're flying off the handl e?

MR GOSLINE: [|I'msorry. I|I'm
sorry.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: That's okay.

MR. GOSLINE: | thought you said it
was cl osed.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: That's okay. |
| ove you nore than | | ove Lou. But don't tell
her .

Al right. To make it clear to
everyone, we are closing the public coment for
toni ght, so everybody can go hone, and there is
a notion to continue the public hearing for
Oct ober 1st.

Is there a second?

M5. PARISI: I'll second the
not i on.

MAYOR EKSTRAND: All in favor?

(WHEREUPON, there was an unani nous,
affirmati ve vote of the Board.)

( CONTI NUED ON THE FOLLOW NG PAGE)
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MAYOR EKSTRAND: Mbdtion carried.
Thank you very nmuch for com ng.
(VWHEREUPQN, this hearing was
concl uded at 10:24 p.m)
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2 CERTI FI CATI ON

3  STATE OF NEW YORK

4 Ss:

5 COUNTY OF SUFFOLK

6 |, NATASHA SNOOK, Court Reporter

7 and Notary Public of the State of New York, do
8 hereby certify:

9 That the within transcript was

10 prepared by ne and is a true and accurate

11 record of this hearing to the best of ny

12 ability.

13 | further certify that | am not

14 related to any of the parties to this matter by
15 bl ood or by marriage and that | amin no way
16 interested in the outcone of any of these

17 matters.

18 | N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto
19 set ny hand this 8th of Cctober, 2018.
20
21 NATASHA SNOOK
22
23
24
25
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           2                    (WHEREUPON, the proceedings began at



           3        7:02 p.m., and the following transpired:)



           4                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Okay.  If you



           5        could please rise and face the American flag,



           6        with your right hand over your heart, and



           7        repeat with me the pledge of allegiance.



           8                    (WHEREUPON, the assemblage recited



           9        the pledge of allegiance.)



          10                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  And it is a



          11        Farmingdale history here that if we could,



          12        please, remain standing for a moment of silence



          13        in supporting our troops and our first



          14        responders.



          15                    (WHEREUPON, a moment of silence was



          16        observed by the assemblage.)



          17                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Thank you.  You



          18        may be seated.



          19                    DEPUTY MAYOR BARRETT:  One other



          20        quick thing.  A little hip-hip hooray for the



          21        Dalers beating the Chiefs.  I think they



          22        pounced them.



          23                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  We'll start off



          24        with the opening remarks from Claudio DeBellis,



          25        the Village Attorney.
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           2                    MR. DEBELLIS:  Good evening,



           3        everyone.



           4                    Before we begin, we wanted to go



           5        over some ground rules, similar to the ground



           6        rules we had at the last public hearing.



           7                    As you can see, there are a lot of



           8        people here.  We anticipate that many people



           9        will want to speak, and we will afford everyone



          10        that wants to do so the opportunity to do so.



          11        In an effort to ensure that the hearing moves



          12        along and each person gets an opportunity, each



          13        person will have three minutes to speak.



          14                    The Mayor has also asked me to



          15        address a flyer that was mistakenly delivered



          16        to Village Hall.  Some of you may have received



          17        it.  A flyer, which we believe was prepared by



          18        the former Mayor, which contains many



          19        inaccuracies.  Allow me to explain.



          20                    In the flyer there is a claim that



          21        the Board cannot permit this developer to build



          22        the proposed development in the Central



          23        Sub-Area of the D-MU, because it violates the



          24        Code.  This is false.



          25                    MR. ADDEO:  Well, wait a second.
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           2                    Hold on.



           3                    MR. DEBELLIS:  Let me give you the



           4        facts.



           5                    MR. ADDEO:  Hold on.  Hold on.



           6                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Wait a second



           7        here, guys.



           8                    MR. ADDEO:  Shouldn't we let the



           9        public make those decisions instead of our



          10        Board Attorney telling the public how to think?



          11                    FEMALE VOICE:  That's right.



          12                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  This is the Code.



          13                    MR. ADDEO:  It's the Code?



          14                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  He's reading the



          15        Code.



          16                    MR. ADDEO:  Okay.  I am just



          17        clarifying.



          18                    MR. DEBELLIS:  Let me give you the



          19        facts, and then you, as the public, can decide.



          20                    What is missing from the flyer is



          21        that the Farmingdale Code is written with great



          22        flexibility --



          23                    FEMALE VOICE:  (Interjecting) Oh,



          24        sure.



          25                    MR. DEBELLIS:  (Continuing) -- it
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           2        allows the Village Board to ensure the



           3        viability of the Village Downtown.



           4                    Here's a fact.   Section §600-125,



           5        and anyone that wants to see it can go online,



           6        come to Village Hall, you can see the Section



           7        for yourselves.  I'm not making this stuff up.



           8                    "The Downtown plan identifies" --



           9        and I'm reading from the Code now,  "identifies



          10        that varying existing conditions which stand in



          11        the way of revitalization of the Downtown and



          12        calls for the implementation of various actions



          13        to encourage and facilitate the creation of



          14        such a Downtown.  The Board finds that the



          15        creation of a Downtown Mixed-Use ("D-MU")



          16        Zoning District is necessary to create and



          17        sustain a vibrant, attractive and economically



          18        flourishing Downtown.



          19                    "In order to effectuate the intent



          20        and purpose of this Article it is necessary for



          21        the Board to have the authority to waive or



          22        alter the provisions of this Article, in a



          23        manner consistent with this Article."



          24                    That's right out of the Code.  The



          25        Code that the former Mayor was a part of and
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           2        helped pass.



           3                    Now, in furtherance of that clear



           4        authority that the Code gives to this Board,



           5        and any future Board, is Section 132 of the



           6        code.  That's the section that deals with



           7        Development and Incentive Bonuses.  There it



           8        reads:  "The Board of Trustees shall have all



           9        those powers set forth in New York State," Law,



          10        that's "New York State Village Law §7-703," and



          11        "may, at it's discretion, vary the required



          12        density, coverage and floor area ratios,



          13        parking requirements, building heights,



          14        required setbacks, topographical changes, open



          15        space, and permissible uses in the District



          16        provided such variance is consistent with the



          17        intent and purpose of this Article," which



          18        again the continuing viability of the Village



          19        Downtown.



          20                    And, so, those are the facts.  You



          21        can decide whether the flyer is wrong.  That's



          22        your decision.  The only limit cap the Village



          23        Board can waive or alter is recited in



          24        §600-132B.  That Section makes clear that this



          25        Board -- any Board cannot waive -- no matter
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           2        how good they think a proposal is -- they



           3        cannot waive building heights in excess of 40



           4        feet, or three and-a-half stories, "Densities



           5        in the Northern, Eastern [sic], and Central



           6        Sub-Areas in excess of sixty (60) units/per



           7        acre; Densities in Southern Sub-Area in excess



           8        of forty-five (45) units/per acre.



           9                    "Maximum building area coverage



          10        greater than ninety percent (90%); or



          11                    "Minimum dwelling unit size less



          12        than five hundred fifty (550) square feet."



          13                    In reality, and contrary to the



          14        flyer, there is nothing in that Section, or in



          15        any other part of the D-MU Code, which prevents



          16        the Village Board from altering the FAR, Main



          17        Street entrances, parking stall size, parking



          18        back-up aisles, or loading spaces.



          19                    Now, this doesn't mean that the



          20        Village is free to waive -- or the Village



          21        Board is free to waive -- or alter these



          22        requirements at will.  It simply means that the



          23        Village Board has the power to alter them if a



          24        proposed development is one, which it finds, is



          25        beneficial to the Village.
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           2                    And that is exactly why we have



           3        hearings, so the Village Board can hear from



           4        the applicant, the Village Board can hear from



           5        you, the public, and make that determination.



           6                    Now, it is the former Mayor's



           7        position -- and he was present at the meetings



           8        regarding the making of the D-MU Code -- and it



           9        was clear to him that the Village Board, at the



          10        time, intended to prohibit any future Board



          11        from waiving parking or FAR or Main Street



          12        entrances.



          13                    As we've seen, the clear language



          14        in the Code doesn't support that position.  I



          15        wasn't present during the enactment of the



          16        Code, but the former Village Attorney was, and



          17        his opinion does not support the former Mayor.



          18                    It is the former Village Attorney's



          19        opinion that the former Mayor and the Board



          20        wanted to have great discretion and the only



          21        caps on their ability to waive or alter the



          22        Code would be those to building height,



          23        densities in excess of 60 units per acre,



          24        maximum building size, and minimum dwelling



          25        unit size area.
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           2                    We should also comment briefly on



           3        other false and misleading accusations in the



           4        flyer.  The claim that the Village Board has



           5        acted illegally in connection with this



           6        application, and the allegations that the



           7        Village Board is making up the rules as they go



           8        is false and defamatory.  The implication that



           9        the Mayor has essentially paid his Village



          10        Attorney to offer an opinion to his liking is



          11        also false and defamatory.



          12                    The claim is one that subjects



          13        those making such claims to a lawsuit of



          14        defamation, because it exposes the Mayor to



          15        public contempt, ridicule, aversion or



          16        disgrace, and induces an evil opinion of him in



          17        the minds of right-thinking persons, like the



          18        public of Farmingdale.



          19                    The statements made by the former



          20        Mayor are defamatory because they advance the



          21        claim that the Village Board and the Mayor lack



          22        of integrity, are engaged in illegal activity,



          23        have habitually neglected their duty,



          24        squandered and misused public funds, have



          25        bribed -- have used their official office for
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           2        profit or special advantage, have breached the



           3        public trust.  It's all false.



           4                    We have written to the former Mayor



           5        and advised him of the law on these issues, and



           6        have advised him that anyone involved with the



           7        publication is exposed to damages for



           8        defamation.



           9                    The claim that any applicant will



          10        not be able to receive waivers at issue here is



          11        also wrong.  It's meant to scare everybody.  No



          12        one should fear that the floodgates are going



          13        to open.  Every application is judged on its



          14        merits.



          15                    Again, the Village Code gives the



          16        Board the power to look at the application,



          17        bring them to a hearing, and allow comment from



          18        the public.  If it finds that through that



          19        process that the application is not one that is



          20        suited for the Village or the best interest for



          21        the Village, then knock it down.  There's



          22        nothing that is going to say, "Because they



          23        granted this application they have to grant



          24        everything that comes after that."



          25                    So, let's summarize.  We're here
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           2        tonight because the applicant has the right,



           3        like any other applicant, to ask for relief



           4        under the Code.  That Code allows the Village



           5        Board to waive or alter the requirements of the



           6        Code if certain conditions are met, and the



           7        proposal is one that will benefit the Village.



           8        The Village Board will listen, give anyone who



           9        wishes to speak the opportunity to do so, and



          10        ultimately decide if the applicant is entitled



          11        to the waivers or alterations of the Code he is



          12        seeking.



          13                    No decision has yet been made.



          14                    FEMALE VOICE:  Yeah, sure.



          15                    MR. DEBELLIS:  You can rest assured



          16        that each member of the Village Board will



          17        examine this application closely and determine



          18        if it is a proposal, which is in the best



          19        interest of the Village.



          20                    And with that I will pass this to



          21        the Mayor.



          22                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Okay.  Brian, who



          23        has the list to call people up?



          24                    MR. HARTY:  I do.



          25                    MR. ADDEO:  Do you want to make the
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           2        presentation first?



           3                    MR. HARTY:  Is the presentation



           4        first from Mr. Staller's group?



           5                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  I knew that.



           6                    Mr. Staller and Staller Associates,



           7        if you want to start your presentation, now is



           8        the time.



           9                    MR. STALLER:  Thank you, Mr. Mayor.



          10        And thank you, Members of the Board.  I



          11        appreciate your time.



          12                    My name is Cary Staller.  Many of



          13        you participated in our informational meeting



          14        last month, at the library.  But for those of



          15        you who were unable to attend, here is an



          16        introduction to our project.



          17                    For those of you who were able to



          18        attend, thank you for joining us there, and I



          19        apologize if some of this is a bit redundant.



          20                    I'm a big believer in civic



          21        engagement and believe that when everyone works



          22        together we can improve the quality of our



          23        communities.  I was the Mayor for nine years,



          24        five elections, of the Village where I live and



          25        retired in order to have the time for my
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           2        service as a Trustee of the State University of



           3        New York, which is proud to call Farmingdale



           4        College one our campuses.



           5                    My family has been in Farmingdale



           6        for over 100 years.  My grandfather first came



           7        to Farmingdale to sell fruits and vegetables at



           8        a Farmer's Market in the Village, where he



           9        worked out of a canvas stall.



          10                    Here's a copy of the survey dated



          11        September 21, 1939, of property owned by my



          12        grandfather on Eastern Parkway.



          13                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          14        presentation was displayed.)



          15                    MR. STALLER:  You can see the date



          16        on the survey, and that is it owned by Max



          17        Staller, Whole Sale Fruit and Produce Exchange.



          18                    We recently completed construction



          19        of the new apartment building at the portion of



          20        this property, east of Oakview Avenue.



          21                    (WHEREUPON, there was a PowerPoint



          22        presentation.)



          23                    MR. STALLER:  And here's a



          24        photograph of Max Staller's trucks parked



          25        outside of the building on that survey, which
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           2        we have preserved and transformed into



           3        apartments.  You'll note that we kept the



           4        two-story brick building for its historical



           5        significance.



           6                    Although it would have been much



           7        cheaper to demolish the building and construct



           8        a single, larger, new elevator building, we



           9        wanted to help preserve this architecturally



          10        significant structure.  We feel this adds



          11        context to the history of the Village.



          12                    During these hundred years, my



          13        family has seen a lot of changes in



          14        Farmingdale.  A&P bought Waldbaum's and then



          15        filed for bankruptcy.  Many retailers, which



          16        were long-time fixtures on Main Street --



          17        including my uncle's store, Stallers Mutual



          18        Interiors -- went out of business.  CVS, which



          19        I brought to the Village 30 years ago, has



          20        moved across the street.  Many other retailers



          21        moved to strip shopping centers outside of the



          22        Village.



          23                    The only constant over the past



          24        hundred years, is that the Village has changed.



          25        The Farmingdale of 100 years ago, 50 years ago,
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           2        or even 20 years ago no can longer exists.  And



           3        we certainly don't want the Farmingdale of 10



           4        years ago, when we had the 18 empty stores



           5        along Main Street.



           6                    My point is that my family is as



           7        invested in the Village as each one of you.



           8        We, too, are looking into the future, trying to



           9        determine what is best for this Village.  While



          10        we may disagree on our vision for the future, I



          11        don't think we can disagree that we all care



          12        very much about the future of the Village.



          13                    Unlike all other developers who



          14        have built apartments in Downtown Farmingdale,



          15        we have not sold our projects and will continue



          16        to own them.  We plan on meticulously building



          17        them to extremely high standards and rent and



          18        manage them ourselves.  If the Village has a



          19        problem, they know who to call.



          20                    We listened carefully at the



          21        comments at the first public hearing, and now



          22        have incorporated into our proposed building a



          23        million dollar art center with a 227-seat



          24        theater and a gallery, which can be used for



          25        art shows and other events.
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           2                    Here is floor plan of the theater.



           3                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



           4        presentation was displayed.)



           5                    MR. STALLER:  And here is a



           6        rendering of the theater.



           7                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



           8        presentation was displayed.)



           9                    MR. STALLER:  We also reached out



          10        to Mr. Robert O'Neill, who operates the Bayway



          11        Arts Center in East Islip and the BroadHollow



          12        Theatre in Elmont.  Mr. O'Neill has over 40



          13        years of experience operating community



          14        theaters on Long Island, and he has agreed to



          15        operate the arts center as a not-for-profit



          16        business.



          17                    We believe that the proposed arts



          18        center would provide a tremendous benefit to



          19        the community and Downtown Farmingdale by



          20        providing professional theater productions



          21        throughout the year.  It also would provide



          22        access to a theater for local community and



          23        student theater groups to produce their own



          24        performances.



          25                    The arts center would feature
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           2        theater classes for children and adults, as well



           3        as a venue for children's birthday parties and



           4        similar events.



           5                    The gallery space would provide a



           6        spectacular venue for community and



           7        professional art exhibitions.  And here's a



           8        rendering of the gallery.



           9                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          10        presentation was displayed.)



          11                    MR. STALLER:  We are all very



          12        concerned about what would happen to Downtown



          13        Farmingdale if left alone.  I think we know the



          14        answer based upon what has happened already.



          15        It will turn into a hot spot devoted



          16        exclusively to bars and restaurants.  The



          17        reason for this is quite simple.



          18                    Bars and restaurants and the sort,



          19        and unlike many areas on Long Island,



          20        Farmingdale has them.  We receive over 20 calls



          21        for bars and restaurants for every call for a



          22        retail use.  And bars and restaurants can



          23        afford to pay more than twice as much rent.



          24                    So, what we are seeing are owners



          25        of stores in Farmingdale converting retail
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           2        space into bars and restaurants.  Indeed, if



           3        left alone, Main Street will turn into a street



           4        devoted almost exclusively to bars and



           5        restaurants.



           6                    I've been trying to resist this



           7        tidal wave.  At 231 Main Street, we are not



           8        renting our retail space to bars and



           9        restaurants.  The result is that our leasing



          10        has proceeded very slowly and our rents are 50



          11        percent lower than what bars and restaurants



          12        are willing to pay.



          13                    If we don't build an apartment



          14        building at the former CVS site, we will be



          15        forced to lease the existing stores to bars and



          16        restaurants.  Quite frankly, that would be the



          17        easiest and most profitable alternative for us.



          18                    However, for me adding more bars



          19        and restaurants would not be the best outcome



          20        for Farmingdale, and I think that most



          21        residents would agree.



          22                    By bringing patrons of the arts and



          23        apartment residents directly to Main Street,



          24        all of the local businesses benefit.  You may



          25        ask, "What do I care about that since I don't
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           2        own a local business?"  I submit that you



           3        actually do benefit when the stores on Main



           4        Street are successful.  Because if the existing



           5        retailers fail, it will be replaced by more



           6        bars and restaurants.



           7                    The proposed development at 333



           8        Main Street would reduce the number of traffic



           9        trips generated to and from the Village.  If



          10        all of our existing stores are leased to



          11        restaurants and bars, which are the easiest



          12        tenants to find and pay the highest rent, the



          13        existing buildings will generate 209 trips for



          14        peak hour on a Saturday.



          15                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          16        presentation was displayed.)



          17                    MR. STALLER:  While the proposed



          18        development would generate only 109 trips per



          19        peak hour; a net reduction of 90 trips per



          20        Saturday peak hour.  And, of course, trip



          21        generation figures correlate directly with



          22        traffic.



          23                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          24        presentation was displayed.)



          25                    MR. STALLER:  Here's a chart
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           2        showing how the proposed project actually will



           3        reduce traffic compared to the existing



           4        buildings.  The proposed development also would



           5        reduce the need for parking in the Village



           6        municipal parking lots.



           7                    If the existing stores are leased



           8        to restaurants and bars, they'll utilize 543



           9        parking spaces, whereas the proposed



          10        development would use only 61.  Thus, the



          11        proposed building will reduce parking demand of



          12        the Village lots by 482 cars.



          13                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          14        presentation was displayed.)



          15                    MR. STALLER:  Here's a chart



          16        showing how parking demand would be lower with



          17        the proposed project in the existing buildings.



          18                    In order to confirm that the



          19        Village has more than enough parking for the



          20        proposed project, we asked Mr. John Harter of



          21        Atlantic Traffic & Design Engineers, physically



          22        to count the number of vacant parking spaces



          23        during a Saturday afternoon and evening.  While



          24        Mr. Harter will testify later this evening



          25        about his findings, I want to point out here
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           2        that what he found was at the peak times of



           3        2:00 p.m. on Saturday afternoon, and 9:00 p.m.



           4        On Saturday night, there were 290 and 57



           5        available parking spaces, respectively, in the



           6        Village parking lots near the proposed



           7        development.  Thus, the anecdotal testimony



           8        presented by members of the public that there



           9        is not enough parking is simply incorrect.



          10                    And if the proposed development is



          11        built, there would be even more parking



          12        available, because the proposed retail and arts



          13        center would utilize fewer parking spaces than



          14        the existing uses.



          15                    Mr. Harter's actual parking counts



          16        include the existing uses.  So, if these are



          17        replaced by the proposed uses, the number of



          18        available parking spaces will increase.



          19                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          20        presentation was displayed.)



          21                    MR. STALLER:  This chart shows how



          22        parking availability would be increased from



          23        the 57 existing open spaces at 9:00 p.m. on a



          24        Saturday to 160 open spaces for the proposed



          25        development, using data provided by the
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           2        Institute of Transportation Engineers.



           3                    And even if we assume that the



           4        parking data provided by the Institute of



           5        Transportation Engineers is too conservative



           6        and we need one car for every two theater



           7        seats, this chart shows that the proposed



           8        development would increase parking availability



           9        from the 57 existing open spaces at 9:00 p.m.



          10        On a Saturday to 110 open spaces.



          11                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          12        presentation was displayed.)



          13                    MR. STALLER:  The next chart shows



          14        how parking availability would be increased



          15        from 290 open spaces at 2:00 p.m. on a Saturday



          16        to 393 open spaces -- using data from the



          17        Institute of Transportation Engineers -- or 343



          18        open spaces if one car is used for every two



          19        theater seats.  Thus, it is quite clear that



          20        the proposed development would use fewer



          21        municipal parking spaces than the existing



          22        buildings.



          23                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          24        presentation was displayed.)



          25                    MR. STALLER:  And here are aerial
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           2        photos comparing in blue highlights the amount



           3        of parking that would be necessary if the



           4        existing buildings were all used:



           5                    First, for bars and restaurants --



           6        the easiest tenants to find, and they pay the



           7        highest rents.



           8                    Second, for their existing uses.



           9                    And lastly, for the proposed



          10        building.



          11                    As you can see, the demand for



          12        parking in the Village lot would be greatly



          13        reduced by the proposed project.



          14                    The proposed building is located in



          15        the Village District, which expressly permits a



          16        building of this size, configuration, number of



          17        apartment units, height, and floor area ratio



          18        as in the building we have proposed, all with



          19        the approval of the Village Board of Trustees.



          20                    Indeed, the building we have



          21        proposed was expressly anticipated in the



          22        Village Master Plan and incorporated into the



          23        Village Zoning Code.  And we are not asking for



          24        anything more than what the Village has granted



          25        in the past on other projects.





                      ACCURATE COURT REPORTING SERVICE, INC.

               866-388-2277   info@accuratecorp.com    631-331-3753

�

                                                                          25



           1                 PUBLIC HEARING - 9/24/18



           2                    At the public hearing, several



           3        members of the community expressed their



           4        opinion that the size of the building's facade



           5        along Main Street was too large.  We listened



           6        to these concerns and redesigned the entire



           7        project.



           8                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



           9        presentation was displayed.)



          10                    MR. STALLER:  Here's a rendering of



          11        the resigned building.  Facing Main Street, we



          12        created two separate wings connected in the



          13        center by the less prominent walkway.  The



          14        walkway is set back about 30 feet from the rest



          15        of the building.  Thus, on Main Street, the



          16        building now will appear as two separate,



          17        smaller buildings with a low-rise building in



          18        between.  As you can see, we've been very



          19        responsive.



          20                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          21        presentation was displayed.)



          22                    MR. STALLER:  Here's another



          23        rendering of the redesigned building.



          24                    Residents expressed concern at the



          25        public hearing that the proposed building had
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           2        three parking spaces less than the number



           3        required by code.  We listened and revised our



           4        plans.



           5                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



           6        presentation was displayed.)



           7                    MR. STALLER:  Here's a copy of our



           8        parking layout.  Our proposed building now has



           9        two parking spaces more than the number



          10        required by Village Code.



          11                    It's also worth noting that many of



          12        our tenants use the train and Uber and they do



          13        not have, nor do they want, as many cars as the



          14        Village Code anticipated.



          15                    At the public hearing, members of



          16        the community also asked us to move the roadway



          17        connecting Main Street and the municipal



          18        parking lot to the North of the firehouse and



          19        to relocate the pedestrian walkway to the north



          20        of the apartment building.  We have made both



          21        of these changes.



          22                    As I've noted, we build and



          23        continue to own our projects.  For this reason,



          24        we build them extremely well.  Our buildings



          25        are constructed out of steel and concrete.





                      ACCURATE COURT REPORTING SERVICE, INC.

               866-388-2277   info@accuratecorp.com    631-331-3753

�

                                                                          27



           1                 PUBLIC HEARING - 9/24/18



           2        There's absolutely no structural glue.  The



           3        only wood we use is for interior doors and



           4        baseboards.



           5                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



           6        presentation was displayed.)



           7                    MR. STALLER:  Here's a photo



           8        showing our construction methods.



           9                    The other new apartment buildings



          10        in Farmingdale are built out of wood.  Some are



          11        constructed as prefabricated units off-site, in



          12        Pennsylvania -- not using Long Island labor --



          13        and then trucked to Long Island where they are



          14        assembled.



          15                    The floors and/or roof trusses in



          16        these buildings are supported by wood trusses,



          17        held together with metal clips, not nails.



          18        When there's a fire, these clips open up from



          19        the heat and the trusses collapse.  This is why



          20        there's a sign in the exterior of these



          21        buildings warning firefighters about the wood



          22        truss construction, so they don't enter the



          23        building during a fire.



          24                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          25        presentation was displayed.)
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           2                    MR. STALLER:  Here's a photo of



           3        this type of sign on a building in Farmingdale,



           4        which is not one of ours.



           5                    In 2015, 240 out of 480 apartments



           6        had a similar wood building burn to the ground



           7        in New Jersey.



           8                    Our building has balconies,



           9        expansive and very expensive aluminum windows.



          10        Not the small, less expensive windows common in



          11        rental apartment buildings.



          12                    Half of the apartments in the



          13        proposed building would have 18-foot high



          14        ceilings.  Our interior doors are solid or



          15        wood, not the less expensive, hollow doors



          16        found in other apartment buildings.  We do not



          17        use the Lego-like, prefabricated wood



          18        construction common across Long Island.



          19                    Our apartments are closer to condos



          20        than they are to the other apartments in



          21        Farmingdale.  You may ask, "Why should you



          22        care?"  Here's the reason.  As these other



          23        buildings age, the floors will squeak more, the



          24        wood will shrink -- preventing doors and



          25        windows from closing and creating leaks, which
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           2        will cause the chipboard wood siding to



           3        delaminate.  Once the buildings start to



           4        deteriorate, they will become Class B and C



           5        buildings, with lower rents, higher vacancies,



           6        and high tenant turnover; exactly what you do



           7        not want in the Village.



           8                    On the other hand, our buildings --



           9        built out of much more durable materials and



          10        with much more desirable apartments -- will



          11        continue to maintain their status as Class A



          12        buildings, attracting much better tenants.



          13                    The proposed building would have 27



          14        two-bedroom loft apartments and 27 one-bedroom



          15        apartments surrounding an interior courtyard.



          16        The proposed apartments will look virtually the



          17        same as our apartments at The Lofts, at 231



          18        Main Street, which have been extremely well



          19        received.



          20                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          21        presentation was displayed.)



          22                    MR. STALLER:  Here are photos of



          23        the interiors of the apartments at 231 Main



          24        Street.



          25                    At the public hearing, some people
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           2        said that too many apartments were being built



           3        in Farmingdale.  It's worth noting that after



           4        years of planning with the Village residents,



           5        public officials, and professional advisers,



           6        the Village Master Plan called for the



           7        construction of 375 residential apartment units



           8        in the Downtown area.  At the present time,



           9        only 257 apartment units have been built.



          10                    The proposed building at 333 Main



          11        Street would add only 54 units, leaving the



          12        Village 64 units below the number of units



          13        envisioned in the Village's Master Plan.



          14                    In addition, the Village has



          15        reported that no other developers have



          16        approached the Village about developing any



          17        other new residential apartment buildings on



          18        Main Street.  There's good reason for this,



          19        which is that it's much more profitable to rent



          20        out an existing building to a restaurant or to



          21        a bar than to make the investment of time,



          22        energy, and money in constructing a new



          23        building.



          24                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          25        presentation was displayed.)
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           2                    MR. STALLER:  Here's a photo of the



           3        Smart Growth Award we received for The Lofts at



           4        231 Main Street, from Vision Long Island.



           5                    At the hearing in Village Hall,



           6        some expressed their sentiments about how we



           7        have used, quote, "IDA tax evasions," end



           8        quote, in our other projects.  Yes, we have



           9        received IDA assistance, which enabled us to



          10        save sales tax.  But with respect to the real



          11        estate taxes, the IDA Program does not abate



          12        taxes as shown on this slide, which shows how



          13        taxes at our Lofts at 231 Main Street increased



          14        after development.



          15                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          16        presentation was displayed.)



          17                    MR. STALLER:  With IDA assistance,



          18        the current real estate taxes are the base



          19        going forward and only increases in taxes due



          20        to the new development are phased in over time.



          21        Thus, tax revenue for both the Village and the



          22        Farmingdale School District actually would



          23        increase not decrease because of the proposed



          24        development.  Almost every new residential



          25        project in Nassau County has participated in
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           2        this IDA Program.



           3                    At the public hearing, someone



           4        argued that this project would put a strain on



           5        the local school district.  It's important here



           6        to separate the facts from the fears.



           7                    At the Lofts at 231 Main Street, we



           8        have no school-age children residing in the



           9        building.  And since the real estate taxes we



          10        pay to the Farmingdale School District have



          11        increased due to the construction of The Lofts



          12        at 231 Main Street, the school district



          13        actually is better off.  Furthermore, according



          14        to Village records, there are only 22



          15        school-aged children living in all 257



          16        apartments, which have been built recently in



          17        the Village.



          18                    We plan to lease three apartments



          19        at 333 Main Street to adults with developmental



          20        disabilities as part of our affordable housing



          21        component.  These disabled residents are all



          22        mentally disabled and earn less than $15,000



          23        per year.  The shortage of housing on Long



          24        Island for the developmentally disabled is much



          25        greater than for workforce employees.
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           2                    My daughter is 25 years old, blind,



           3        and has the mental aptitude of an 18-month-old.



           4        So, I'm very connected to the disabled community



           5        and appreciate of how desperately they need



           6        quality, safe, and affordable housing.



           7                    People on Long Island want very



           8        much to live in terrific apartments in



           9        walkable, Downtown areas.  We've experienced



          10        strong demand from all sorts of people -- from



          11        empty nesters, to young couples looking for



          12        their first apartment, to people moving to Long



          13        Island.



          14                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          15        presentation was displayed.)



          16                    MR. STALLER:  Here's a slide with



          17        the results of a study showing that 63 percent



          18        of Millennials prefer living in a car-optional



          19        neighborhood.



          20                    Many of you have received a mailer



          21        sent out by the former Mayor.  In that mailer,



          22        the former Mayor refers to the Village Master



          23        Plan, but he fails to mention that the Village



          24        Zoning Code controls development, not the



          25        Master Plan.  The former Mayor has been told





                      ACCURATE COURT REPORTING SERVICE, INC.

               866-388-2277   info@accuratecorp.com    631-331-3753

�

                                                                          34



           1                 PUBLIC HEARING - 9/24/18



           2        this, but he keeps trying to confuse people by



           3        referring to a Master Plan.



           4                    As I noted previously, the proposed



           5        building is located in an area where the



           6        Village Zoning Code expressly permits a



           7        building of this size, configuration, number of



           8        apartment units, height, and floor area, as in



           9        the building we have proposed, all with the



          10        approval of the Village Board of Trustees.



          11                    We are not asking for anything more



          12        than what the Village has granted in the past,



          13        on other projects.  And contrary to the



          14        statements made in that mailer, we are not



          15        asking for any variances.  We are merely asking



          16        for bonuses provided in the Code.



          17                    In this flyer, the former Mayor



          18        also attacks us for leasing half of our



          19        affordable apartments to adults with



          20        developmental disabilities, who do not have



          21        driver's licenses, cannot drive, and do not own



          22        cars.  He wrote that we quote, "May have



          23        crossed an ethical line," end quote.  And that



          24        quote, "Staller is playing the same trick on



          25        this application, so he can reduce the number





                      ACCURATE COURT REPORTING SERVICE, INC.

               866-388-2277   info@accuratecorp.com    631-331-3753

�

                                                                          35



           1                 PUBLIC HEARING - 9/24/18



           2        of parking stalls required!  Illegal or just



           3        wrong?" close quote.



           4                    Our disabled residents are all



           5        mentally disabled and earn less than $15,000



           6        per year.  It is very disappointing that



           7        anyone, never mind a former Mayor and former



           8        public official, would have the audacity to



           9        attack some for providing housing for the



          10        developmentally disabled; people who are among



          11        the most vulnerable members of our community.



          12                    And these questions -- quote, "What



          13        about family and friends?"  End quote.  And



          14        quote, "What about caseworkers and caretakers?"



          15        End quote -- make no sense since the Village



          16        Code does not require parking for quote,



          17        "family and friends," end quote -- or quote,



          18        "caseworkers and caretakers," end quote, for



          19        any other apartment projects.  Is the former



          20        Mayor asking this Village Board to discriminate



          21        in this case?



          22                    The former Mayor also asked in this



          23        flyer why we have not submitted a description



          24        of the economic benefit to the Village of the



          25        proposed project over a 10-year period.  This
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           2        simply is not true.  Indeed, we have submitted



           3        two economic impact reports to the Village.



           4        The first report will be described shortly by



           5        Mr. Chic Voorhis of Nelson, Pope, & Voorhis.



           6                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



           7        presentation was displayed.)



           8                    MR. STALLER:  But here is a slide



           9        with some highlights from that report.



          10                    In this report, Mr. Voorhis



          11        determined that the proposed development would



          12        have a positive economic impact on the



          13        community, in terms of increased tax revenue,



          14        net additional revenue for the Farmingdale



          15        School District, jobs created during



          16        construction, and on-going positive economic



          17        impact on the Village through the creation of



          18        new jobs at the retail stores and theater and



          19        mixed-use housing.  These benefits are real and



          20        will bring additional revenue and vitality to



          21        the Village.



          22                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          23        presentation was displayed.)



          24                    MR. STALLER:  The second report,



          25        which is summarized in this slide, outlines
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           2        other specific community benefits provided by



           3        the proposed development, including a $1



           4        million cultural arts center, rent for the



           5        theater -- which is 52 percent lower than



           6        current market rents, creating a total benefit



           7        of over $700,000 over a ten-year period, and



           8        which would enable this not-for-profit theater



           9        to flourish -- a benefit to the community from



          10        the affordable housing component equal to over



          11        $900,000 over a ten-year period, increase tax



          12        payments of over a million dollars over a



          13        ten-year period on top of the tax payments on



          14        the existing buildings, a $180,000 development



          15        incentive bonus fee paid to the Village, a



          16        benefit to the Village of over $1.1 million --



          17        representing the value of the reduction in



          18        parking demand due to the elimination of almost



          19        17,000 square feet of restaurant, bar, and



          20        retail space -- and over $5.1 million in



          21        potential local expenditures over a ten-year



          22        period made by the of 48 market-rate tenants,



          23        who would occupy the proposed building for a



          24        total of over $10.2 million.



          25                    This analysis does not take into
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           2        account the enhanced construction materials and



           3        methods we use in our buildings, which are much



           4        more expensive than the inexpensive materials



           5        used by other Long Island developers, including



           6        at the property in Copiague developed by the



           7        former Mayor.



           8                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



           9        presentation was displayed.)



          10                    MR. STALLER:  As you can see from



          11        the next slide, the $10.2 million economic



          12        benefit to the Village from the proposed



          13        project, is 3.8 times as much as the ten-year



          14        value to the developer of the additional



          15        apartment units that we are asking for in our



          16        application.



          17                    The ten-year value of the



          18        additional apartments is slightly less than



          19        $2.7 million.  Thus, the net benefit to the



          20        community from this project, over a ten-year



          21        period, is over $7.5 million, which is the



          22        difference between the economic benefit to the



          23        Village above our $10.2 million, less the



          24        benefit to the developer of less than $2.7



          25        million.
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           2                    These benefits to the community are



           3        real and exceed $7.5 million over a ten-year



           4        period.  There's no question that the community



           5        would be much better off with the proposed



           6        development than by keeping the existing,



           7        obsolete stores.



           8                    In this flyer, the former Mayor



           9        states, quote, "Don't be blinded by the shinny



          10        offer of a community arts center as a



          11        distraction from what is really being given



          12        away," end quote.



          13                    I respectfully disagree with the



          14        former Mayor's assessment.  I don't believe the



          15        Village is giving away anything, because what



          16        we're asking for is expressly permissible under



          17        the Village Code and is no different than what



          18        the Village has done at other recent residential



          19        projects.



          20                    The only difference here is that we



          21        are giving back to the community and the



          22        Village a fabulous cultural arts center.



          23                    There's no question that the



          24        proposed community arts center, with a 227-seat



          25        theater and first class gallery space would be
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           2        a tremendous community benefit.  If we have



           3        one, we could have this meeting there.



           4                    The benefits offered by other



           5        developments in the Village pale in comparison



           6        to what we are offering in our proposed



           7        project.  And, I might ask, what comparable



           8        community benefits did the former Mayor give



           9        back at his Copiague project?



          10                    The former Mayor has stated that we



          11        will be, quote, "Saving millions of dollars,"



          12        end quote, by building one building rather than



          13        two separate buildings.  This simply is not the



          14        truth.  Were we to build two buildings rather



          15        than one building, the additional expense would



          16        be nominal.  However, by building one single



          17        building, we are able to offer the Village a



          18        5,517-square foot community arts center with a



          19        227-seat theater and a first class art gallery.



          20        This would not be possible if we had to build



          21        two separate buildings with two, smaller,



          22        ground-floor footprints, since there would be



          23        insufficient space in either building for an



          24        arts center with a theater and gallery.



          25                    The former Mayor's argument that
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           2        the Village should not allow us to move the



           3        roadway shows, that he does not care about the



           4        expressed desires of so many community members



           5        for a community arts center or about the fact



           6        that the Master Plan -- he keeps referring to



           7        -- specifically calls for a community theater



           8        on Main Street.



           9                    The former Mayor states in this



          10        mailer, and I quote, "The applicant plans to go



          11        before the IDA to reduce the amount of property



          12        taxes he would be assessed for the next 20



          13        years!!!" end quote.



          14                    This a surprising statement by the



          15        former Mayor, since he personally benefited



          16        from the very same type of IDA tax abatement at



          17        the low-income, 90-unit apartment building he



          18        developed in Copiague.  His building has only



          19        90 parking spaces for 90 apartment units.



          20        According to public records, the former Mayor



          21        sold this land prior to construction, making a



          22        gross profit of over $1,622,000 for his 50



          23        percent interest.



          24                    At the informational meeting last



          25        month, at the Farmingdale Library, the former
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           2        Mayor said that his profit was actually $1.6



           3        million, not $1.3 million.



           4                    My question is why is the former



           5        Mayor so critical of our project when he



           6        profited so handsomely from a very inferior



           7        project in Copiague?



           8                    At the informational session we



           9        held last month, at the Farmingdale Library,



          10        the former Mayor was overheard stating that,



          11        quote, "Staller is going to get this project



          12        approved, but I just want to make him squirm,"



          13        end quote.



          14                    Clearly, the former Mayor has an



          15        agenda, which is quite different than looking



          16        out for the best interest of the Village and the



          17        community.



          18                    FEMALE VOICE:  Oh, God.



          19                    MR. STALLER:  I respectfully



          20        request that the Village Board of Trustees, and



          21        all community members reject this effort to



          22        undermine a project with great benefit to the



          23        Village in order to further some sort of



          24        personal agenda.



          25                    On Saturday, this past Saturday,
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           2        September 22nd, the Farmingdale Village



           3        Cultural Arts Committee posted recommendations



           4        on its Facebook page.  Before I address each



           5        one of these recommendations, it is important



           6        to note that the Farmingdale Village Cultural



           7        Arts Committee is asking us to build a building



           8        that goes beyond what is required by Village



           9        Code, but, at this same time, build a theater



          10        to be leased to the Farmingdale Cultural Arts



          11        Committee for a dollar a year in perpetuity,



          12        purchase a separate parcel of land, and build a



          13        parking lot on it to be donated to the Village



          14        for use as a parking lot and make other



          15        concessions, which I will soon address.



          16                    Of course, this is not realistic.



          17        The Committee states that the developer would



          18        receive many financial benefits, potentially



          19        worth millions of dollars in construction costs



          20        and permit savings by building one building



          21        instead of two.



          22                    What the Committee fails to



          23        appreciate is that building permits are based



          24        upon building costs, so there would be no



          25        savings there.  Demolition permits are very
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           2        inexpensive.  There will be no savings in



           3        either HVAC costs or electrical costs, since we



           4        would need the same number of separate HVAC



           5        systems and electrical meters.  There also



           6        would be no savings in sewer hookups or utility



           7        hookups.



           8                    The notion that we will save money



           9        by building one building instead of two



          10        buildings is simply misguided.  Moreover, as I



          11        noted previously, we will not have the physical



          12        ground floor space for the community arts



          13        center if we were to build two separate



          14        buildings.



          15                    The Committee's statements about



          16        the benefits of additional apartments are



          17        incorrect.  First of all, the extra units would



          18        all be one-bedroom units, which have the lowest



          19        rent.



          20                    Second, the Committee fails to take



          21        into account the cost of operating the



          22        additional units.  Vacancies are capital



          23        expenditures.  And most importantly, the



          24        Committee fails to recognize that it will cost a



          25        great deal of money to build the extra units,
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           2        which needs to be repaid out of rents.



           3                    Thus, gross rental income, which is



           4        excessive in the Committee's report, does not



           5        represent, by any stretch of the imagination,



           6        net profit.  Indeed, if it did, building an



           7        apartment building in Farmingdale would be so



           8        profitable, that we would not need these extra



           9        units in order to break even.



          10                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          11        presentation was displayed.)



          12                    MR. STALLER:  As shown on this



          13        slide, the ten-year value of the additional



          14        apartments is slightly less than $2.7 million.



          15        Not $6.4 million as stated in the Committee



          16        report.



          17                    In their report, the Committee



          18        stated that rent for the affordable apartments



          19        is $2,160 per month for a one-bedroom



          20        apartment.  The committee mistakenly valued



          21        affordable rents at 80 percent of the



          22        fair-market rent.  This actually is incorrect.



          23        The rents for affordable units are based upon



          24        80 percent of the Nassau County median income,



          25        which is approximately $1,630 per month for a
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           2        one-bedroom apartment.



           3                    However, we currently are charging



           4        only $1,540 per month.  In the proposed



           5        development, furthermore, the Village has asked



           6        us to lease the affordable units based upon 50



           7        percent of the median percent, which would be



           8        even lower.



           9                    The Committee asked the developer



          10        to provide benefits for the Village equal to



          11        $3.2 million.



          12                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          13        presentation was displayed.)



          14                    MR. STALLER:  As noted on this



          15        slide, the actual benefits to the Village



          16        exceed $10.2 million, which is 3.8 times as



          17        much as the ten-year value to the developer for



          18        the additional apartment units.



          19                    The Committee has stated that we



          20        should purchase additional land, construct at



          21        least 130 additional full-time parking spaces,



          22        and then donate it to the Village.  This is an



          23        incredible request, considering that the



          24        Village has not asked any other commericial



          25        property owner or commericial business to
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           2        purchase land, build parking, and then donate



           3        it to the Village.



           4                    The Committee asked the Trustees to



           5        ask us to commission a parking study at 6:00



           6        p.m. on a weekend evening.  Our traffic



           7        engineers already have conducted, on their own



           8        initiative, a parking study at 7:30 p.m., on a



           9        Saturday evening, which is the time people



          10        would arrive for an 8:00 p.m. showing, by



          11        physically counting, in person, all open



          12        parking spaces near the proposed development.



          13                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          14        presentation was displayed.)



          15                    MR. STALLER:  As you can see from



          16        this slide, there were 92 available parking



          17        spots at 7:30 p.m., on a Saturday evening.  But



          18        this number includes parking spaces used at



          19        that time by our current tenants.



          20                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



          21        presentation was displayed.)



          22                    MR. STALLER:  As shown on this



          23        slide, after our existing buildings are



          24        demolished, there would be 245 parking spaces



          25        available at 7:30 p.m., on a Saturday, for use
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           2        by the theater.  This exceeds, by 115 spaces,



           3        the 130 spaces that the Arts Committee states



           4        are necessary.



           5                    With respect to parking for the



           6        apartments, the Committee has asked the



           7        Trustees not to allow the proposed width of our



           8        parking aisles.  Our traffic engineer, who is



           9        here tonight, testified at the first public



          10        hearing that our traffic aisles are perfectly



          11        safe, since the aisles are one-way and this is



          12        not a public parking lot.  And he is here,



          13        again, tonight to address any concerns.



          14                    In my opinion, one must question



          15        seriously the motivations of the Committee when



          16        it purports to be an expert on parking lots.



          17                    The Committee implies that the



          18        apartment units for the developmentally



          19        disabled will be rented at full value.  I'm not



          20        sure where they got this idea, but it is



          21        absolutely incorrect.  All of the units rented



          22        to the developmentally disabled are leased at a



          23        lower rent than the other affordable units in



          24        the Village.



          25                    The Committee also has asked the
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           2        guests of the disabled be provided spots in the



           3        parking lot.  As I mentioned previously, no



           4        other apartment complexes in the Village or



           5        Long Island, to my knowledge, have been asked



           6        to provide parking for guests.  And to do so



           7        for guests of the developmental disabled, would



           8        be discriminatory.



           9                    The Village has asked the developer



          10        -- excuse me.  The Committee has asked the



          11        developer to provide an off-street loading



          12        space -- something totally unnecessary for the



          13        tenants -- who will be utilizing this building



          14        and has not been required at the other



          15        apartment buildings in the Village.  These



          16        types of loading spaces are only necessary for



          17        large retail tenants, such as CVS, which needs



          18        to unload large quantities of merchandise.



          19                    The Committee has asked the Village



          20        not to provide any relief on the height of the



          21        building.  It is worth noting that the Village



          22        has provided this relief in the other apartment



          23        buildings recently built in the Village.  This



          24        type of relief is expressly outlined in the



          25        Village Code and is in keeping with what the
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           2        Village has done in other cases.



           3                       (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



           4        presentation was displayed.)



           5                    MR. STALLER:  The Committee stated



           6        that the revised design is an improvement over



           7        the prior design.  However, the Committee



           8        recommended that we mimic the architectural



           9        style of the fire department and adjoining



          10        Village Hall.



          11                    As you will note, we have used



          12        brick almost exclusively in the exterior



          13        facade, which purposefully mimics the brick



          14        used at the fire department and Village hall.



          15                    The Committee's requests concerning



          16        the floor area ratio don't make any sense.



          17        Floor area ratio does not relate to building



          18        setbacks.  The setbacks in the proposed



          19        development lie with the Village Code.



          20                    In addition, the proposed



          21        development would create a greater separation



          22        between the new building and the firehouse than



          23        currently exists between the current building



          24        and the firehouse.  This greater separation



          25        would enhance the architecture of the firehouse.
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           2                    The Committee's demand for a



           3        guaranteed completion date and a penalty is



           4        curious.  This is not something that is



           5        required in other municipalities on Long



           6        Island.  Moreover, it is disingenuous to ask



           7        for this when one considers that we applied for



           8        a building permit over one year ago and are



           9        still waiting for a decision.



          10                    The Committee's transparent effort



          11        to displace Mr. Robert O'Neill and to assume



          12        control of the cultural arts center is



          13        extraordinary.  The development has worked hard



          14        with Mr. O'Neill to design and create this



          15        space.



          16                    At our informational meeting at the



          17        library last night -- last month -- one leader



          18        of the Arts Committee told me personally that



          19        she supported the project and only ask that we



          20        incorporate murals into the front facade.  She



          21        then emailed to me several examples of murals.



          22        Other than that, we have not been contacted by



          23        the Farmingdale Arts Committee.



          24                    For the Committee now to attempt to



          25        highjack control of the theater is surprising
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           2        to say the least.



           3                    The Committee fails to recognize



           4        that the developer will not be receiving any



           5        tax abatements.



           6                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



           7        presentation was displayed.)



           8                    MR. STALLER:  Here's a slide



           9        showing how taxes at the proposed building will



          10        increase, not decrease.



          11                    The green portion of this chart



          12        represents increased new revenue due to the



          13        proposed development over the next ten years.



          14                    Furthermore, the IDA tax program is



          15        administered by the Nassau County IDA, and is



          16        subject to full disclosure and transparency.



          17        In point of fact, this project will result in



          18        greater revenues for both the Village and the



          19        Farmingdale School District, not lower



          20        payments.



          21                    The Committee's request that the



          22        building comply with the LEED Gold or Platinum



          23        certification is without precedent.  LEED



          24        certification is a marketing tool.  Our



          25        buildings are extremely energy efficient and
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           2        are built to the highest energy standards.  We



           3        use only LED bulbs, we have the most highly



           4        efficient HVAC system.  LEED certification



           5        would not make them any more energy efficient,



           6        but would merely require additional payments to



           7        the LEED certification organization of over



           8        $600,000.  Does anyone here seriously believe



           9        that we should spend that kind of money on a



          10        marketing tool rather than invest it in a



          11        theater and gallery for the community?



          12                    As you know, we are long-time stake



          13        holders in the Village, with over one hundred



          14        years of history in Farmingdale.  We have every



          15        intention to make it another great hundred



          16        years, and we ask for your help in doing so.



          17                    I now would like to introduce Mr.



          18        Anthony Guardino to go over the project with



          19        you.



          20                    Thank you all for your time and



          21        attention.



          22                    MR. GUARDINO:  Thank you, Cary.



          23                    Good evening, Mr. Mayor, Members of



          24        the Village Board, and the residents of the



          25        Village of Farmingdale.
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           2                    My name is Anthony Guardino, an



           3        attorney with the law firm of Farrell Fritz, and



           4        I represent the applicant in connection with



           5        this application to redevelop the property at



           6        333 Main Street with a mixed-use development, in



           7        accordance with the regulations of the Village's



           8        Downtown Mixed-Use District.



           9                    You heard a lot from Cary just now,



          10        and I'm going to try to do a shortened



          11        presentation a little bit, because a lot of the



          12        information has already been covered, but I do



          13        want the Board --



          14                    (WHEREUPON, those present applauded)



          15                    MR. GUARDINO:  Thank you.



          16                    I don't know how short I'm going to



          17        make it, but I'm going to make it shorter.



          18                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  We'll help you



          19        make it shorter.



          20                    MR. GUARDINO:  Terrific.  Thank



          21        you.



          22                    But I do want the Board -- the Mayor



          23        and the Board -- to know that our experts are



          24        here.  I've got Scott Grupp from Notaro Grupp



          25        Associates, the architect; John Harter, the
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           2        traffic expert; and Chic Voorhis, who is the



           3        author of one of the reports.  And I will be



           4        calling Mary Brady and Edwin Valesquez from YAI



           5        to just say a couple of words real quick.



           6                    But, as the Board knows and the



           7        residents know, there was comprehensive



           8        presentation made to this Village Board back in



           9        April.  As Mr. Staller just mentioned, since



          10        that time the applicant has made several



          11        changes to the plans in direct response to the



          12        comments made at that hearing.  Mr. Staller



          13        just went over what they are; I'm not going to



          14        go through them again.



          15                    But essentially, I do want to talk



          16        about the application.  That it is -- seeks a



          17        special-use permit for a proposed residential



          18        mixed-use development, and it also seeks



          19        incentive bonuses and waivers in accordance



          20        with, and as authorized by, the D-MU -- the



          21        Downtown Mixed-Use District Regulations -- and



          22        we are also seeking site plan approval.



          23                    The development includes 54 rental



          24        apartments, and that includes a $1 million



          25        cultural arts center, with a 227-seat theater
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           2        and a fine arts gallery, and a roughly 3,000



           3        square feet of retail space on the first floor.



           4                    As Mr. Staller has mentioned, the



           5        driveway location is now going to be relocated.



           6        It's swapping from one side to the other side.



           7        The land that the applicant will now receive



           8        will be on the south side of the development



           9        rather than the north side, but the applicant



          10        will still be responsible for constructing the



          11        road and sidewalk improvements, as well as



          12        making any improvements that are needed for the



          13        parking lot, in order to facilitate the



          14        relocated driveway.



          15                    Now some have tried to disparage



          16        the application by claiming that this is a



          17        benefit to the developer, but they conveniently



          18        ignore the real reason for the land swap.  It



          19        simply makes good planning sense.  It actually



          20        allows for a development that was contemplated



          21        in the Village's Master Plan.



          22                    Now, it was said earlier that there



          23        were references made to the Master Plan and



          24        that the Master Plan doesn't necessarily



          25        control, but as a land-use attorney, I just
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           2        want to say to you that it's important to talk



           3        about the goals and objectives of the land-use



           4        plan because that plan provides the foundation



           5        for what the Village Board did with respect to



           6        the legislation that followed the plan.



           7                    So, the proposed mixed-use



           8        development that is being proposed is entirely



           9        consistent with the stated goals and objectives



          10        of the plan.  It will, one, provide for



          11        mixed-use development; it will make Downtown



          12        Farmingdale more attractive to residents,



          13        shoppers, and employees.  It will provide



          14        social amenities, such as work-force houses in



          15        the Downtown area, and it will also improve the



          16        efficiency of the parking network.



          17                    The plan, as Mr. Staller mentioned,



          18        actually encourages the development of about



          19        375 new residential units in the Downtown area.



          20        Only 257 have been developed to date, plus the



          21        additional 54 that we are proposing.  This is



          22        still far below the stated objective in the



          23        Master Plan.



          24                    The plan encourages the inclusion



          25        of residential units on Main Street, because it
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           2        will bring new customers to the shops and



           3        services on that street.  And the Plan notes



           4        that zoning and other land development



           5        regulations have evolved from what was



           6        conventional zoning, to a proactive tool that



           7        can be used to realize the communities



           8        intentions for a given area.



           9                    The plan encourages the Village



          10        Board to adopt contemporary zoning techniques



          11        that provide incentives for private developers,



          12        allowing greater intensities of development and



          13        flexibility from rigid standards of the Zoning



          14        Code in exchange for public benefits and



          15        amenities.



          16                    The Village Attorney mentioned



          17        earlier about what the D-MU Incentive Zoning



          18        Regulations state.  It basically says -- and



          19        I'm not going to repeat it -- but the Village



          20        Board adopted these regulations, which



          21        incorporated these contemporary zoning



          22        techniques and expressly permitted an applicant



          23        to seek density bonuses, zoning waivers, and



          24        other relief in exchange for providing



          25        amenities and benefits.  In other words, what
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           2        the applicant is seeking to do with this



           3        application is contemplated by the D-MU



           4        Regulations.



           5                    Village Code, Section §600-132,



           6        which authorized the Village Board to grant the



           7        development centers in exchange for public



           8        amenities, expressly states that the Board of



           9        Trustees shall have all of the powers set forth



          10        in Village Law Section §7-703, that's the New



          11        York State Village Law.



          12                    And when you look at that Section



          13        it says, "In addition to the zoning powers



          14        [sic] and authorities to regulate [sic]



          15        planning or zoning, including authorization to



          16        provide for the granting of incentives or



          17        bonuses pursuant to other enabling law, a



          18        village board is hereby empowered, as part of a



          19        zoning local law adopted pursuant to this



          20        article, to provide for a system of zoning



          21        incentives, or bonuses, as the village board of



          22        trustees deems necessary and appropriate."



          23        That's a grant of discretion.  That allows the



          24        Village Board to apply its discretion and



          25        determine what makes the best planning sense
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           2        for the Village in exchange for certain



           3        incentives.



           4                    In §7-703 of the law it defines



           5        incentives and bonuses as "adjustments to the



           6        permissible population density, area, height,



           7        open space, use, or," quote "other provision of



           8        a zoning local law."  In other words, all



           9        sections of the Zoning Code can be adjusted



          10        pursuant to incentive zonings regulations,



          11        which is exactly what the D-MU regulations are.



          12                    Based on that enabling legislation,



          13        the Village Code states that the Board, again,



          14        at it's discretion, may award incentive bonuses



          15        to applicants who provide or make provision for



          16        public amenities and benefits that benefit the



          17        Village, and in exchange, the Village Board



          18        may, at its discretion, vary, quote, "the



          19        required density, coverage, floor area ratios,



          20        parking requirements, building heights,



          21        required setbacks, topographical changes, open



          22        space, and the permissible uses in the



          23        district."



          24                    While the Board's authority to



          25        grant incentive zoning bonuses and waivers
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           2        under the D-MU regulations is extremely broad,



           3        the regulations do prescribe a few waivers that



           4        the Board can't grant.  So, the Board basically



           5        granted -- had broad discretion to waive any



           6        Zoning Code provision, except for the ones that



           7        it specifically mentioned it did not want to



           8        waive.  And there are four of them:



           9                    Building heights in excess of 40



          10        feet, except that the Board may grant bonuses



          11        in excess of 40 feet to provide such height in



          12        excess of 40 feet, when the height addition is



          13        limited to an architectural feature.  This is a



          14        parapet and that's what we're proposing.  This



          15        development does not exceed that limit.



          16                    The densities in the Northern,



          17        Eastern and Central Sub-Areas is in excess of



          18        60 units per acre.  So that's a limit, that's a



          19        cap.



          20                    Densities in the Southern Sub-Area



          21        are capped at 45 units per acre.  This site is



          22        located in the Central Sub-Area, and the



          23        proposed development does not exceed the



          24        allowable -- the maximum allowable density for



          25        this Sub-District.
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           2                    Building coverage is limited to 90



           3        percent.  The development does not exceed that



           4        limit.



           5                    And finally, the minimum dwelling



           6        unit size cannot be less than 550 square feet.



           7        The units that are being proposed do not.  They



           8        do comply with this minimum requirement.



           9                    So, there was a denial letter that



          10        was issued and, basically, it was revised



          11        because of the changes to the plan that were



          12        made in response to the community input and



          13        feedback.  So, we are still left with requests



          14        for incentives -- I'm sorry, bonuses for floor



          15        area ratio, residential density, building



          16        heights, and parking and loading spaces.  And



          17        also, the last one is to allow the entrances



          18        for the building to be -- the residential



          19        building to be located on Main Street rather



          20        than the rear of the building, which is more



          21        consistent, actually, with what the Master Plan



          22        states as an objective, which is to bring new



          23        customers to the shops and services on Main



          24        Street.



          25                    In connection with this request for
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           2        bonuses, as required by the Village Code, the



           3        applicant submitted two reports, actually -- a



           4        fiscal and economic impact study prepared by



           5        Nelson, Pope, & Voorhis -- which describes the



           6        beneficial fiscal and economic impacts that



           7        will then go to the Village, and the



           8        surrounding communities, as a result of the



           9        development.



          10                    Mr. Voorhis is here tonight, if the



          11        Board has any questions.



          12                    The applicant also submitted a



          13        report entitled, "Supplemental Information



          14        Described for the Community and Economic



          15        Benefits of the Proposed Lofts at 333 Main



          16        Street," which Mr. Staller had previously



          17        mentioned or he summarized his findings.



          18                    Mr. Staller also mentioned the



          19        flyer that was circulated by the former Mayor,



          20        who is a vocal opponent of this project.



          21                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  I don't think we



          22        have to talk about the flyer.  I think we can



          23        move on.



          24                    FEMALE VOICE:  Move on.



          25                    MR. GUARDINO:  I do want to point
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           2        out though, Mayor -- and I will not go through



           3        it -- I was going to go point by point.



           4                    (WHEREUPON, there was inaudible,



           5        indecipherable cross-talk among the parties



           6        present.)



           7                    MR. GUARDINO:  (Continuing) I am



           8        not going to go through it.  But, I will tell



           9        you that there are -- that the flyer is chocked



          10        full of misrepresentations and



          11        misunderstandings of the law --



          12                    (WHEREUPON, there was inaudible,



          13        indecipherable cross-talk among the parties



          14        present.)



          15                    MR. GUARDINO:  (Continuing) -- I



          16        will not go through it --



          17                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Okay, okay.



          18                    MR. GUARDINO:  (Continuing) -- but,



          19        I want you to understand.



          20                    Okay.  And then finally, we have



          21        the cultural arts report recommendations.  I'm



          22        also not going to go to through those for the



          23        record, Mr. Staller.



          24                    But, again, I think that the



          25        requests, the recommendations, are misguided.
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           2        They are essentially a non-starter.  They are



           3        proposing a recommendation of approval in



           4        exchange for a cultural arts center with giving



           5        the applicant, basically, no incentives at all;



           6        no bonuses.  And that's just contrary to what



           7        the D-MU regulations provide.



           8                    So, I have nothing further.



           9                    MR. GUARDINO:  Unless the Board



          10        wants to hear from our parking expert?



          11                    MALE VOICE:  No, no.



          12                    MALE VOICE:  No.



          13                    FEMALE VOICE:  No.



          14                    MR. GUARDINO:  I have Mr. John



          15        Harter?  If the Board wants?



          16                    FEMALE VOICE:  Come on.



          17                    FEMALE VOICE:  Let the people



          18        speak.



          19                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Okay.  Why don't



          20        we have some questions from the public.



          21                    MR. HARTY:  Do you want to call



          22        speakers then?



          23                    First speaker is Joseph Garcia.



          24                    MS. KELLY:  Cheryl wants to speak.



          25                    MR. HARTY:  Oh, I'm sorry.  Beg
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           2        your pardon.



           3                    MS. PARISI:  I just have one



           4        statement that I would like to make.



           5                    Cary Staller says that they are



           6        long-time stakeholders in the Village.  And



           7        that's true.  But, a stakeholder is a personal



           8        business, who has interest or concerns to make



           9        money.  And he and his family do not live here



          10        in Farmingdale.  He lives in Old Field, where



          11        he was the Mayor for nine years.



          12                    I live here.  I have lived here my



          13        whole life.  My great-grandfather, Stephen



          14        Jaisle, laid the cornerstones for the firehouse



          15        in 1931, and was a Trustee in the 1930's.  His



          16        name can be seen on the plaque in Village Hall.



          17                    My grandfather, Howard, was a



          18        charter member of the firehouse.  They lived on



          19        Fulton Street.



          20                    My husband serves as Chairman of



          21        the Planning and Architectural Review Board.



          22        My daughter lives here in the Village.  My son,



          23        his wife, my grandchildren.  We all live here



          24        in the Village.



          25                    I have very deep roots here.  I
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           2        know the feeling of a small town with a great



           3        deal of character.



           4                    I have been a Trustee for ten



           5        and-a-half years.  I have knocked on all of your



           6        doors.  I have listened to your requests, your



           7        suggestions, your hopes, yours dreams, and I



           8        have worked to try to achieve them.



           9                    I have listened when we developed



          10        the Master Plan, and I am here tonight to



          11        listen to you, the residents, once again.



          12                    My decision rests with you, the



          13        Village residents.



          14                    Thank you.



          15                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Just one second.



          16        We need a flow-mass break.  So, just a couple



          17        of minutes.



          18                    FEMALE VOICE:  What?



          19                    FEMALE VOICE:  What?



          20                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  We need a break



          21        for the men's room.



          22                    (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken from



          23        8:14 p.m. to 8:21 p.m., after which the



          24        following transpired:)



          25                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Okay.  Ladies and
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           2        gentlemen, the YAI agency, which is the



           3        developmentally disabled agency, I'm giving



           4        them less than five minutes to speak.  Less



           5        than five minutes to speak.  Nobody else from



           6        Staller Associates is going to speak.



           7                    You're not going to get the parking



           8        people again.  You're not going to get anybody



           9        else unless they have specific questions.  But



          10        YAI have never spoken before.  So, go ahead.



          11                    MS. BRADY:  Okay.  Thank you very



          12        much.  I'll try to do this quick.



          13                    So, basically, Cary Staller has



          14        approached us and expressed interest in three



          15        disabled people moving into these apartments.



          16        And we are so very grateful because it's very



          17        difficult --



          18                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  State your name



          19        please.



          20                    MS. BRADY:  My name is Mary Brady



          21        and I work for YAI.



          22                    So, it's very, very difficult for



          23        us to find apartments for these individuals



          24        with disabilities that make a very limited



          25        income and have physical limitations as well.
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           2                    So, I just wanted to say I've



           3        worked for YAI for 32 years.  When I started,



           4        most disabled people were in developmental



           5        centers and institutions.  I spent most of my



           6        career bringing them out and opening group



           7        homes all over Long Island.



           8                    So, now I'm moving to the next



           9        phase.  We want people really integrated into



          10        communities.  We want them to have their own



          11        apartments and live more independent lives.



          12        So, I think this is definitely a benefit for



          13        them.  And it's a benefit for all of you



          14        because they're going to be integrated into



          15        this community.



          16                    We have three people already living



          17        at 231 Main Street.  And, to tell you the truth,



          18        it's an ideal apartment for them.  It's a



          19        gorgeous apartment.  They have their own



          20        apartments, their own rooms, and it's also an



          21        ideal neighborhood.



          22                    So, they can walk out the door,



          23        they can go and use the stores, they can



          24        bicycle around the neighborhood, they can take



          25        the train.  I think all of you know how good
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           2        this neighborhood is.  I don't need to sell you



           3        on that.  But it's particularly beneficial for



           4        a person with a disability.  Two out of the



           5        three people have part-time jobs within the



           6        Town of Farmingdale.  And it's really an



           7        integrated community.



           8                    So, I just have to tell one story.



           9        One night --



          10                    FEMALE VOICE:  (Interjecting) No.



          11                    MS. BRADY:  (Continuing) -- one of



          12        the guys was kind of bored and he was walking



          13        down the street -- he went out for a walk --



          14        and he saw all these people walking somewhere.



          15        So, he said, "Let me see where they're going."



          16        They were going to the Christmas tree lighting



          17        ceremony.  So, he was able to join them.



          18        That's the definition of integration.  We're so



          19        happy that he had that experience.



          20                    And I know many of you are worried



          21        about the staff that work with them.  The



          22        staff, basically, come in a couple of hours a



          23        day, maybe one to three hours.  They park in



          24        the municipal lot, like anyone else.  They take



          25        the individuals out.  They go to stores; they





                      ACCURATE COURT REPORTING SERVICE, INC.

               866-388-2277   info@accuratecorp.com    631-331-3753

�

                                                                          71



           1                 PUBLIC HEARING - 9/24/18



           2        go to the restaurants.



           3                    So none of these individuals drive.



           4        They won't be using up any parking spaces at



           5        all.  And the staff really don't live there.



           6                    So, anyway, we're very appreciative



           7        of Cary Staller.



           8                    You want to say another word about



           9        him?



          10                    MR. VALESQUEZ:  Yeah, just really



          11        quick.



          12                    My name is Edwin Valesquez.  I'm the



          13        project manager for YAI.  Been working there



          14        for 26 years, and I've been doing a lot of the



          15        development for people with disabilities in our



          16        community.



          17                    Over the past year, I've had the



          18        opportunity to work with Staller Associates on



          19        a project in Coram, which is an 8,000 square



          20        foot building that's been -- has a gorgeous



          21        building and serves 45 to 60 people with



          22        disabilities transitioning from high school to



          23        possible work, volunteer sites.



          24                    So, the void that was needed, that



          25        Cary saw, and really was a passion project, and
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           2        worked with us to provide services to the



           3        people in the community that needed services



           4        for families who had adults that were



           5        graduating and had no where to go.



           6                    So, at this point, the project



           7        opened up in July and has been a huge success.



           8        It's a beautiful and a great impact for the



           9        community of Coram.  I know, personally,



          10        because I've lived in Coram for over 25 years



          11        and I've worked very closely with the Civic



          12        Association.



          13                    Cary Staller has worked very -- and



          14        listened to what we had to say and made those



          15        changes and it's been a great success.



          16                    Many of the staff that work there



          17        live in Coram.  Many of the people are



          18        volunteering at sites that within Coram --



          19                    MALE VOICE:  (Interjecting) Get on



          20        with it.



          21                    MR. VALESQUEZ:  (Continuing) -- and



          22        the surrounding areas.  And that's it.  Okay.



          23                    MS. BRADY:  I just want to say that



          24        this is an example of how really committed Cary



          25        Staller is to improving the lives of the
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           2        disabled --



           3                    MALE VOICE:  Move on.



           4                    MALE VOICE:  Let's go.  Let's go.



           5                    MS. BRADY:  (Continuing) -- and how



           6        generous he is as a person.



           7                    MR. HARTY:  Thank you.



           8                    And now to our first three speakers:



           9        Mr. Joseph Garcia, Mr. Mike Zeigler, and Mr. Ted



          10        Dorfmeister.



          11                    Three minutes.



          12                    MR. GARCIA:  So, I just wanted to



          13        say --



          14                    MR. PRIESTLEY:  Joe, where do you



          15        live?



          16                    MR. GARCIA:  I live at 89 South



          17        Zorrane, just outside -- a bit outside the



          18        Village here in Farmingdale.



          19                    MR. PRIESTLEY:  Thank you.



          20                    MR. GARCIA:  So, I've -- recently



          21        there was a Facebook post:  What are your Main



          22        Street memories?



          23                    And I've been telling the story, my



          24        Main Street memory is of one store.  It was a



          25        Buster Brown's kids shoe store.  We'd go -- I
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           2        guess it was a Saturday or a weekday, buy some



           3        shoes, get back in our car, and go home.



           4                    By the time I was growing up on



           5        Main Street -- if you want to say it that way



           6        -- the Sunrise Mall basically took away all the



           7        retail.  It was empty store in front of empty



           8        store.



           9                    I want to thank current Trustees,



          10        Mayors -- past, present.  The change in



          11        Farmingdale allowed me to take my



          12        four-and-a-half and one-year-old here to Main



          13        Street, get dinner, take a walk down the



          14        street, get a great cup of coffee, get some



          15        frozen yogurt, maybe buy a cheap, little toy.



          16        Two hours, you feel like you're on vacation.



          17        And it's been great.



          18                    So, I just want to say that I see



          19        the community center, the community theater, as



          20        an extra thing to bring the kids to here on



          21        Main Street.



          22                    I know there's a lot of questions



          23        and they'll all be addressed, I guess, tonight,



          24        but I'm in favor of it -- for the community



          25        center -- and what it represents we're not
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           2        going to end up with, which is maybe a chain



           3        restaurant or something like that.



           4                    Thank you.  Thanks for all the hard



           5        work.  Have a good night.



           6                    MR. PRIESTLEY:  Thank you, Joe.



           7                    MR. HARTY:  Mr. Zeigler.



           8                    Mr. Dorfmeister, would you please



           9        step up behind Mr. Zeigler -- Mr. Dorfmeister.



          10                    MR. ZEIGLER:  Hi.  My name's Mike



          11        Zeigler.  I'm a two-year resident of



          12        Farmingdale.  I liked it so much I moved here



          13        from Manhattan.



          14                    FEMALE VOICE:  Can't hear you.



          15                    MR. ZEIGLER:  I liked it so much



          16        here, moved here from Manhattan two years ago.



          17                    So, my question is more financially



          18        related.  I appreciate the figures on the tax



          19        benefit to the Town of Farmingdale.  I just



          20        think I'd like to see more detail to that.  But



          21        is there -- what's the tax or what's the



          22        benefit that Mailer's [sic] getting -- I hope



          23        I'm saying that name right -- what are they



          24        getting in all this?



          25                    And then I'm -- is there a plan in
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           2        the future to resell the property in order to



           3        really make back the profit that, in the short



           4        term, you've given up?  Because I, just as you



           5        mentioned, when the former Mayor sold his



           6        property, and he had how much money he made.



           7        At the end of the day, part of this is all, as



           8        we know, about profit, too, as well as helping



           9        the community.  So, I would like that to be



          10        disclosed.  That's it.  Thanks.



          11                    MR. DORFMEISTER:  Good evening,



          12        Board and Staller Associates.



          13                    My name is Ted Dorfmeister.  I live



          14        at 105 Staples Street in the Village.  I've



          15        lived here over 75 years, even though I don't



          16        look like it, but it's true.  And the same



          17        house.  Same house.  No.  House next to door to



          18        where I grew up.



          19                    Anyway, I thank everyone for their



          20        presentations.  However, I have to disagree



          21        with -- Mr. Staller only came up with a



          22        cultural arts and theater after the feedback of



          23        the very first public hearing that we had.



          24                    So, I'm kind of disappointed in



          25        that I know Mr. Robert O'Neill.  He used to be
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           2        my neighbor and very fine productions that he



           3        puts on.  I've attended a few of them.



           4                    At any rate, I would just like to



           5        ask the Board and the Mayor -- I was also a



           6        Trustee in the Village, so I'm aware that



           7        certain things that go on.  I would look to ask



           8        the Mayor and the Board under what reason did



           9        you find it necessary to hire another lawyer?



          10        Is our lawyer incompetent?  I wonder.  And



          11        getting a full salary and benefits.



          12                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  What are you



          13        referring to?  The only lawyer we've had since



          14        I've been Mayor is Claudio.



          15                    MR. DORFMEISTER:  Right.  I



          16        understand that another lawyer has been hired,



          17        or about to be hired, full salary with



          18        benefits.



          19                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  That's not true.



          20        I don't know where you got that information



          21        from.



          22                    MR. DORFMEISTER:  Well, I hope, I



          23        hope, I hope that is it not true.  I don't want



          24        to pay another lawyer.



          25                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  I'll just answer
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           2        your question, Ted.  The Village Board has to



           3        hire an attorney with -- Claudio's been my



           4        Village Attorney for a little over six years.



           5        The Board -- and I'm looking at the Board -- do



           6        we have any interest in hiring a second



           7        attorney?  No.  There's no need for it.  Never



           8        brought up.



           9                    MR. DORFMEISTER:  I certainly hope



          10        that I have gotten some bad information.  And



          11        if that be true, I certainly apologize.  Thank



          12        you.



          13                    MR. ADDEO:  Are you in favor or



          14        opposed to the project?



          15                    MR. DORFMEISTER:  Couldn't hear



          16        you.



          17                    MR. ADDEO:  Are you in favor or



          18        opposed to the project?



          19                    MR. DORFMEISTER:  Absolutely not.



          20        Not.  Too much.



          21                    MR. ADDEO:  Not in favor?



          22                    MR. DORFMEISTER:  I've lived in



          23        Farmingdale, as I've said, 75 years plus.  I've



          24        seen a lot of changes, and that's a credit.  I



          25        was the one who ran the fundraising for our
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           2        gazebo, which is beautiful.  Beautiful.  So I



           3        have a lot --



           4                    MR. HARTY:  Time's up.



           5                    MR. DORFMEISTER:  (Continuing) --



           6        at stake.



           7                    All right.  Thank you.



           8                    MR. HARTY:  Mr. Wilson.



           9                    Rosemary Trudden, Mr. Kalinowski,



          10        please get on deck.  And Mr. Nick DeVito, please



          11        get on deck.



          12                    Three minutes.



          13                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Yes, Steve, you



          14        can pick that up.



          15                    MR. WILSON:  Steve Wilson, 16



          16        Normandy Drive.  I just have a few pointers.



          17                    In regard to whether I'm in favor or



          18        opposed to this, I'm on the fence about it.  Mr.



          19        Staller's done a couple of nice projects on Main



          20        Street and on Eastern Parkway.



          21                    I think he has been listening to the



          22        community, but, obviously, he's a businessman



          23        and he doesn't do things -- I don't believe that



          24        he does things magnanimously.  He did this --



          25        there's a benefit for him as well as to the





                      ACCURATE COURT REPORTING SERVICE, INC.

               866-388-2277   info@accuratecorp.com    631-331-3753

�

                                                                          80



           1                 PUBLIC HEARING - 9/24/18



           2        community, which is a sham.



           3                    The three questions that I have are



           4        requests that I have.



           5                    The first one is I would appreciate



           6        it if the Village would put on the website the



           7        response that the attorney did at the beginning



           8        of this.  It's almost a point-by-point



           9        description with a lot of references to a lot of



          10        different codes and stuff like that.



          11                    This is my first meeting of this.



          12        The first meeting that you had I was out in the



          13        hallway, not able to hear anything, and not



          14        able to do anything.  The library was not



          15        advertised; I didn't know about it.  So, this



          16        is my first meeting.



          17                    The second thing that I would



          18        appreciate is, Mr. Staller presented a great



          19        deal of information tonight.  This is my first



          20        time seeing a lot of the information.



          21                    I love numbers and there are a lot



          22        of numbers put up there.  There is



          23        misinformation with respect when people use



          24        numbers; okay?



          25                    I'll give you an example for the





                      ACCURATE COURT REPORTING SERVICE, INC.

               866-388-2277   info@accuratecorp.com    631-331-3753

�

                                                                          81



           1                 PUBLIC HEARING - 9/24/18



           2        gentleman that was asked, Mr. Zeigler, with



           3        regard to additional revenue, that different



           4        things are adjust [sic].



           5                    I talk about this to everybody.



           6        There's an increase in the tax base that the



           7        taxes are shared over to both the Village level



           8        and the school district level.  It's not



           9        additional revenue.  You're not going to get



          10        additional money to spend.  You're just



          11        spreading the total revenue of the Village or



          12        the District over a different tax base than it



          13        is.  It depends upon whether this stuff is



          14        deemed to be residential or commericial.  In



          15        the Village, if it's deemed to be commericial,



          16        there is no benefit to the residents, because



          17        of the tax structure of the Village.



          18                    So, I would appreciate, again,



          19        getting information with regards to either



          20        putting it on the Village website or something,



          21        so we can access it, and look at it, and



          22        digest.  A lot has been given to us in the last



          23        hour or so.



          24                    The two concerns that I have with



          25        respect to Mr. Staller's construction have been
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           2        based on examples that I've seen here in the



           3        Village.  The retail space that he has on Main



           4        Street had, I believe -- I don't know if it was



           5        four -- potential retail places.  There are, I



           6        believe, one and one coming.  This is after two



           7        years.



           8                    My concern initially was, how many



           9        spaces would be potential retail space and



          10        would there be -- before this community theater



          11        was put in place -- because my concern with



          12        retail not being in the Village -- Villages



          13        have been evolving in the direction of



          14        entertainment areas for people and restaurant



          15        areas for people.



          16                    Now, we would possibly be back to



          17        where we were 10 or 15 years ago with a dozen



          18        empty retail spaces waiting for retail to come



          19        back into the Village.  That's not something



          20        I'm in favor of.  But I believe the --



          21                    MR. HARTY:  Time.



          22                    MR. WILSON:  All right.



          23                    FEMALE VOICE:  Let him finish.



          24                    MR. WILSON:  The second one, I



          25        would appreciate, would be Mr. Staller's
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           2        timeliness.  I've talked about this at every



           3        Village meeting I go.  Timeliness of finishing



           4        construction.  Today I heard that people are



           5        moving into Eastern Parkway on October 1st.  I



           6        believe that project started four years ago.



           7                    I've been to numerous meetings



           8        where Trustees and the Mayor complained about



           9        the delays on Main Street.  Timeliness.  Add



          10        incentives to finish on a timely basis to



          11        benefit the community is a key to this whole



          12        project.



          13                    And a number of people that are



          14        here -- I've never been -- I've been at Village



          15        meetings for a long time.  I've never seen as



          16        many people turnout for this.  So this is an



          17        important issue.  It needs to be weighed and



          18        not to be rushed.  I know that a lot of work



          19        has gone into it up to date, but it needs to be



          20        done.



          21                    Thank you.



          22                    MR. KALINOWSKI:  My name is Jim



          23        Kalinowski, Dreamworks Construction.



          24                    I joined the Farmingdale community



          25        in 1989 -- I moved into this community.  I made
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           2        a choice in -- 1989 I moved in.



           3                    1999 I made a choice to start



           4        developing in Farmingdale after meeting with



           5        Joe Trudden, Andy Koogis [phonetically], Ron



           6        Kray [phonetically], and I became a part of a



           7        growth, a community.  A community that I



           8        thought I could invest in, the same way I think



           9        Cary Staller is investing.



          10                    I believe in growth in order to



          11        maintain what we have on Main Street.  We have



          12        a lot of great things.



          13                    My family came from Upstate New



          14        York, and I know what we have in the Village



          15        here with this gazebo.  Ted talked about the



          16        gazebo.  When peopled walked off that job when



          17        they were building that gazebo, the two Mayors,



          18        the one leaving and the one coming in, asked me



          19        to come in and finish.  And I did.  I did it on



          20        the cuff.  I did it for free.  So, I have a



          21        vested interest in this community.



          22                    I built the firehouse kitchen, I did



          23        the firehouse space where they eat, I did the



          24        garages up at the Public Works Center, and I did



          25        it all at a low bid.  I have a vested interest.
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           2                    I'm graduating my third kid this



           3        year from Farmingdale High School.  The kids



           4        are at my house having a little pasta party for



           5        the swim team for tomorrow's meet.



           6                    This community needs to see youth.



           7        It needs to see continued growth, otherwise we



           8        die.  We go back to those vacant stores.  Those



           9        people who fill those apartments that Cary



          10        builds, or Tone builds -- I'm not a big



          11        builder; I only build houses -- they end up



          12        becoming a vested interest in this community.



          13        And they end up buying your houses when you



          14        sell them and move south or whatever you do.



          15        They fall in love with Farmingdale as I did.



          16                    And we need you to continue this;



          17        what we have here.  We need to share the



          18        gazebo, what goes on at that gazebo, on the



          19        weekends, on Wednesday nights, on Thursday



          20        nights.  It won't continue if we don't have



          21        that millennial group coming in and falling in



          22        love with this Village.



          23                    I wasn't aware YAI is going to be



          24        the person there.  My daughter graduated from



          25        Farmingdale High School, went on to graduate
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           2        three and-a-half years of psychology, and



           3        majored from St. John's University.  She's doing



           4        her masters now.  She worked at YAI.  I know



           5        these people.  I saw them firsthand.  And any



           6        stickers that we have about someone discussing



           7        disabled people coming into our community --



           8        we're Dalers.  We should be welcoming these



           9        people and be proud that we're the host.



          10                    I stand here strongly in favor of



          11        this project from my family to my children and



          12        for your children and your grandchild.  It's a



          13        great project.  I'm thankful for Cary.



          14                    Cary was a landlord of mine a long



          15        time ago.  I think he's a great guy.  I know him



          16        well enough to say he is altruistic.  He does



          17        things for the communities.  He has a vested



          18        interest here too, and I think we should



          19        appreciate that.



          20                    Thank you very much, everybody.



          21                    MR. DEVITO:  Nick DeVito.



          22                    I own Charlotte's Frozen Yogurt and



          23        Charlotte's Speakeasy, 294 Main Street.  Thank



          24        you.



          25                    I came to Farmingdale.  I've grown
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           2        up my whole life on Long Island.  Always loved



           3        the Village of Farmingdale.  We were lucky



           4        enough to become part of it six years ago, my



           5        brother and I.  We love the charm and the



           6        small-town feel of the Village.  We built our



           7        ice cream store to reflect and enhance that



           8        feeling.



           9                    I just feel that there's only three



          10        options for this space.  And we can all dream



          11        about what we would like to be in there, but



          12        it's either going to sit vacant, it's going to



          13        become more bars and restaurants, which is



          14        going to increase congestion and parking



          15        problems, or it's going to become a theater --



          16        a cultural arts theater and apartments.



          17                    For me, it seems like there's never



          18        going to be another opportunity like this to



          19        get a theater.



          20                    I am in my store everyday.  You all



          21        know me.  Anyone who comes to the Village



          22        regularly -- I'm here seven days a week.  I



          23        talk to people from all over who come to the



          24        Village of Farmingdale, and they all say the



          25        same things to me, "Love this place.  So
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           2        beautiful.  You know what you need?  A



           3        theater."  You need a theater.  You need



           4        something to draw people in besides just bars



           5        and restaurants.



           6                    I believe this is a great



           7        opportunity for us.  You're never going to have



           8        another place to do it.  You're never going to



           9        have somebody ponying up the money like this.



          10        It's going to cost a fortune, we have an



          11        opportunity for it, I don't think we should



          12        pass it up.



          13                    MR. HARTY:  Anton Steinle.



          14                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Who is on deck?



          15                    MR. HARTY:  Peter -- 45 Prospect



          16        Street.  Peter -- I can't read the handwriting.



          17                    MS. KELLY:  Chuchul.



          18                    MR. HARTY:  Chuchul.  Peter



          19        Chuchul, please step up behind Mr. Steinle,



          20        please.



          21                    MR. STEINLE:  All right.  My name's



          22        Anton Steinle.  I live at 209 Prospect Street.



          23                    I'm not an expert in parking.  I



          24        don't know where these parking checks were done.



          25        It must have been on a rainy night, because I
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           2        live on Prospect Street.



           3                    (Applause)



           4                    MR. STEINLE:  (Continuing) Thank



           5        you.



           6                    Living on Prospect Street, Mr.



           7        Staller, I'd like to invite you over, in a few



           8        more weeks, to my house -- all right --



           9                    FEMALE VOICE:  On Columbus Day



          10        Weekend.



          11                    MR. STEINLE:  (Continuing) -- on



          12        Columbus Day Weekend --



          13                    MALE VOICE:  We can't hear you.



          14                    MR. STEINLE:  When this place



          15        closes down for four days.  I'd like to invite



          16        Mr.  Staller to my house to see if he can find



          17        a parking space in front of my house to come in



          18        for a cup of coffee.



          19                    Imagine Columbus Day Weekend.  It's



          20        when they have their gazebo fairs, and all the



          21        things that we all do like to have, but the



          22        parking is gone.  It's just not there -- what



          23        they're talking about  and what they're



          24        proposing.



          25                    The other thing I'd like to know,
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           2        Mr. Staller, is when you build this thing,



           3        where are the construction trucks gonna come



           4        and go?  There's a four-ton limit on Prospect



           5        Street.



           6                    Okay, I guess there's no answer for



           7        that one.



           8                    That's it.  Construction crews,



           9        trucks, are gonna be going up and down



          10        residential streets.  Bear that in mind.



          11                    MR. HARTY:  Peter Chuchul.



          12                    Rich Gosline, you're up next.  And



          13        Hank Pieloch.



          14                    MR. CHUCHUL:  My name's Pete



          15        Chuchul, 45 Prospect Street.



          16                    FEMALE VOICE:  Mic.  Speak into the



          17        mic.



          18                    MR. CHUCHUL:  Chuchul.  Chuchul.



          19        How are you?



          20                    I'll walk around with the mic to Mr.



          21        Staller.



          22                    I wrote a few things down just



          23        because it's got a lot of things looking at the



          24        dates.



          25                    Where were you born, sir?  Locally
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           2        here in Farmingdale?  We don't need you to



           3        answer that?  Okay.



           4                    MR. GUARDINO:  Can we have some



           5        decorum where they address the Board?  We'll be



           6        happy to answer any questions after.



           7                    MR. CHUCHUL:  What I'm trying to



           8        get at, from you, as you sit there, is the



           9        gentleman here --



          10                    MR. DEBELLIS:  You need to address



          11        the Board.



          12                    (WHEREUPON, there was inaudible,



          13        indecipherable cross-talk among the parties



          14        present.)



          15                    MR. DEBELLIS:  You need to talk to



          16        the Board.



          17                    MR. GUARDINO:  We'll answer your



          18        questions afterwards.  Just address your



          19        questions to the Board.



          20                    MR. CHUCHUL:  Okay, now that I've



          21        danced with the mic.  What I'm trying to get at



          22        is this resident here, sharp individual, past



          23        Mayor.  And we have the Mayor over here who



          24        just got bashed tonight, ex-Mayor, that is a



          25        resident of Farmingdale.  It's not monetary.
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           2        He lives here.  Makes a big difference and we



           3        realize that; okay?



           4                    All right.  Just still have to



           5        cover a few, quick things.



           6                    The bricks are wonderful.  However,



           7        the garage doors -- if that's what I'm looking



           8        at on the right-hand side -- what are those?



           9                    FEMALE VOICE:  Windows.  They're



          10        windows.



          11                    MR. CHUCHUL:  Those are windows?



          12        Doesn't look like it to me.



          13                    All right.  Separate facts from



          14        theater.  If this residence, this apartment



          15        complex doesn't go up, we're basically told



          16        we're all only going to get what?  Restaurants,



          17        restaurants, restaurants.



          18                    MALE VOICE:  Can't hear you.



          19                    MR. CHUCHUL:  Look, I've got a



          20        midget mic here, okay.  Ah, there you go.



          21                    The Board right here is wise enough



          22        and smart enough to make this Village into



          23        something.  You've got to give them a little



          24        bit of credit.  It's not just:  If it's going



          25        to be this, it's going to be Armageddon.
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           2                    All right?  Look at the turnout



           3        tonight.  You know the difference -- you've



           4        been here a lot longer than I have.



           5                    Also, we have a cultural center.  We



           6        have a library.  I don't know if anybody's used



           7        it, but it works pretty nice down in the



           8        basement.  They have a lot of stuff going on.



           9                    They may not have 227, I believe it



          10        is, seats --



          11                    MALE VOICE:  They have 300.



          12                    FEMALE VOICE:  Yeah, 300.



          13                    MR. CHUCHUL:  (Continuing) -- but



          14        then again it'll be 227 -- 227 more seats of



          15        parking.



          16                    What I would like to see, if this



          17        does pass, is that it's put into the way



          18        Farmingdale used to be and should be.  We can



          19        make this Village into something.



          20                    Look at Huntington.  They have



          21        eateries and they have nice businesses.  You



          22        look at Babylon just to the south.  Look at



          23        Northport.  It's always in the news, it's



          24        always on Channel 12.  Let's try this.  Okay.



          25        Thank you.
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           2                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Thank you.



           3                    MR. PIELOCH:  Good evening.  My



           4        name is Hank, Hank Pieloch.  I'm a 52-year



           5        resident plus in Farmingdale.  I am a



           6        homeowner, a taxpayer, and I vote, pretty much,



           7        in every Village election.



           8                    Now, I am not going to say I'm for



           9        this or against this.  What I am saying is I



          10        vote.  I vote for the Village officials, the



          11        Village representatives.  And I think when the



          12        Village votes on this, they vote the way the



          13        people, or the public, feel about this.  I



          14        don't think we can make a decision until we



          15        find out how the residents, who elected you,



          16        feel about this.



          17                    I hear Mr. Staller making



          18        accusations that Mr. Starkie said this.  It goes



          19        back and forth.  As a resident we don't know.



          20                    So, I'm saying, I think you have to



          21        put your thinking caps on, really give this an



          22        analysis of who's telling the truth, okay?  And



          23        you don't vote your opinion.  You vote what the



          24        public voting -- the public wanted you -- you



          25        find out what the public wants, and that's the
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           2        way you vote.



           3                    And I'm not ridiculing you or



           4        criticizing you.  All I'm trying to say is we



           5        voted for you.  Now you represent us when you



           6        vote on this.



           7                    Thank you.



           8                    MR. HARTY:  Bob Dittmeier.



           9                    MR. GOSLINE:  All right.  Since



          10        we're doing a history, I'm a 62-year-old Daler.



          11        Not to mention that I've attended those



          12        meetings now for 20, 25 years.  Probably, maybe



          13        80, 90 percent of them.  Rich Gosline,



          14        G-O-S-L-I-N-E.



          15                    I lived through all these plans.  I



          16        lived though more Mayors that goes back further



          17        than Ralph Starkie.  It goes back to Graf and



          18        Trudden.  I went through all those development



          19        plans.



          20                    And we're missing the point of the



          21        parking.  This parking was supposed to preserve



          22        the Village's look and control the development



          23        and alls [sic] your doing is waiving the



          24        parking, making up new rules so that we get



          25        these projects to fit.
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           2                    The gentleman talked about votes.



           3        You want to find out what people think?  Put



           4        that little road access up for a vote.  Let the



           5        Village residents vote for you:  Do you want to



           6        give up that road or don't you want to give up



           7        that road?  Then if they want to give up that



           8        road, you'll have consent and it's no big deal.



           9        He can build, too.  It's the same price really.



          10        There's no, you know, no big benefit for him,



          11        maybe, too.



          12                    The whole big benefit is this



          13        performing arts center, which we have.  We have



          14        this one, too.  We should be using this though.



          15        This is what we should be using.



          16                    And to show you how critical



          17        parking was, Trustee Addeo, back in 2011, at



          18        the Farmingdale Public Library, had three words



          19        to say to the Village.  Do you recall what they



          20        were?  Because I know what they are:  Parking,



          21        parking, parking.  Those were your three words



          22        at that input and we're missing the whole point



          23        here, you know?



          24                    And it has nothing to do with the



          25        disabled.  I think it's a great thing.  But at
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           2        least allow a parking space for their unit.  It



           3        shouldn't be waived.  That's the only thing



           4        that's controlling the mass build out of our



           5        Village.  Please.



           6                    MR. HARTY:  Mr. Bob -- I can't read



           7        your handwriting -- from 25 William Street.



           8                    MALE VOICE:  Dittmeier.



           9                    MR. HARTY:  Dittmeier.  Mr.



          10        Dittmeier.



          11                    There's Goehring on deck, and Ms.



          12        Gruber following Ms. Goehring.



          13                    MR. DITTMEIER:  My name's Bob



          14        Dittmeier.  I came out here in 1950.  I



          15        graduated from this school.  I played football



          16        under Don Snyder.  I didn't do too well, but I



          17        was there.



          18                    I'm on the fence with this, to tell



          19        you the truth.



          20                    Now, I can't understand where the



          21        parking is going to come from.  You try and get



          22        a parking space on a Friday, on a weekend night.



          23        The wait's ridiculous.  The only place that's



          24        gone through -- that's got disappeared [sic] is



          25        Gino's and that printing place.  Other than
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           2        that, there's nothing moved, is there?  Is



           3        there?



           4                    MALE VOICE:  No.



           5                    MR. DITTMEIER:  No.



           6                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  The printer moved



           7        across the street, just so you know.



           8                    MR. DITTMEIER:  What?



           9                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  The printer moved



          10        across the street.



          11                    MR. DITTMEIER:  That doesn't do



          12        anything though.  Then you just took different



          13        spots; right?



          14                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Right.



          15                    MR. DITTMEIER:  The parking on the



          16        other side that's gonna change.  We still don't



          17        have enough parking.  You try to get a parking



          18        space here.  I don't know where they measured



          19        these things.  It doesn't fit.



          20                    I had something else on my mind and



          21        I can't remember what it was.



          22                    MALE VOICE:  Too many hits to the



          23        head.



          24                    MR. DITTMEIER:  Oh, the handicap.



          25        All -- I'm all for it.  They do a wonderful
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           2        job.  They should be congratulated and that's



           3        all I came here to say.



           4                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Thank you.



           5                    MR. HARTY:  Ms. Goehring.



           6                    Ms. Gruber on deck.



           7                    MS. GOEHRING:  I have been a



           8        Farmingdale resident since 1999.



           9                    MS. KELLY:  Your name?



          10                    FEMALE VOICE:  Can't hear you.



          11                    MS. GOEHRING:  My name is Marge



          12        Goehring.  I live on William Street.



          13                    I've seen empty buildings like



          14        everyone else has talked about.  I've seen bars



          15        and restaurants.  I have walked, daily, down



          16        Main Street and, you know, have people drunk,



          17        walking on the street, banging into you, or



          18        they've got their thumbs up their butts and



          19        their eyes on their phones; they're not looking



          20        where they're going.



          21                    I don't think that we need any more



          22        bars or restaurants that would promote that



          23        kind of behavior or encourage that kind of



          24        behavior.



          25                    Yes, the Village has to grow, but
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           2        in the same token, you've got to have balance



           3        to the community and what people want.  And I



           4        think this is a good opportunity for the



           5        Village to grow, but I don't want it to be



           6        another yuppie town.



           7                    That's all I'm going to say.



           8                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Thank you, Marge.



           9                    MR. HARTY:  Ms. Gruber.



          10                    MS. GRUBER:  My name is Vicki



          11        Gruber.  I've lived in the Village for 25



          12        years, and I personally want to thank Mr.



          13        Staller for including the cultural arts center



          14        in his plans --



          15                    FEMALE VOICE:  (Interjecting) Can't



          16        hear you.



          17                    MS. GRUBER:  (Continuing) -- I'd



          18        like to thank the Trustees --



          19                    FEMALE VOICE:  (Interjecting) Talk



          20        into the mic.



          21                    MS. GRUBER:  (Continuing) -- I'd



          22        like to thank the Trustees for including the



          23        cultural arts center in the Village's Master



          24        Plan.



          25                    And I'd also like to ask the Mayor
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           2        and Trustees to keep the community interest in



           3        mind when you vote on this, because you



           4        represent over 8,000 residents and your



           5        decision will have a lasting impact for



           6        generations.



           7                    So, I personally think that a



           8        cultural arts center is a great addition to the



           9        community.  But I know that people have opposed



          10        it for many reasons.  And some of those reasons



          11        I agree with.



          12                    Chief among those is parking.  So,



          13        even though the Code may not require any



          14        additional parking, and I noticed that in the



          15        denial notice, it said that the Village is



          16        giving an actual credit of close to 130 spots



          17        to the developer so that no additional parking



          18        would be needed.  Bob O'Neill himself said we



          19        need an additional 130 spots.



          20                    So, even though this may be not



          21        required by the Code, it should be an amenity



          22        that the Trustees ask for from the developer.



          23                    What other points do I have?  So, I



          24        believe that there's enough incentive in this



          25        transaction from Mr. Staller to contribute to
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           2        any additional parking.   I also would like to



           3        ask Mr. Staller if he would be willing to share



           4        with us the assumptions that underlie the



           5        graphs that show that this would actually



           6        create new parking.



           7                    And if he could share with us,



           8        also, the math that led to the conclusion that



           9        an additional $10 million of benefit would be



          10        given to the Village.  Because some of that



          11        sounded like $5 million of consumer spending,



          12        and additional $1.2 million of parking benefit.



          13        So, these benefits, if they are indeed cash,



          14        could be used to pay for additional parking



          15        spaces.



          16                    And I believe that the Mayor and



          17        the Trustees have a duty, if they grant relief



          18        to the developer, to make sure that that relief



          19        is in exchange for an amenity of equal value,



          20        even if it means getting an appraisal, an



          21        outside appraisal, to calculate the math.



          22                    So, the other point I wanted to



          23        make is height.  Thirty-six feet is three



          24        stories, which seems like enough to give on



          25        this project.  You know, you've heard the
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           2        community say that they don't want a



           3        Queens-like feel in the Village.  And we do



           4        want to avoid overdevelopment and keep the sun



           5        shining on the streets.



           6                    But if those points can be



           7        addressed -- parking and the height -- and I



           8        want to make a point about the Farmingdale Arts



           9        Council, which would be a non-profit entity to



          10        ensure that the Village has somewhere --



          11                    MR. HARTY:  (Interjecting) Time.



          12                    MS. GRUBER:  (Continuing) -- it



          13        wants to use the cultural arts center to do



          14        that for the benefit of the Village.



          15                    Thank you.



          16                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Thank you, Vicki.



          17                    MR. HARTY:  Michelle Travis.  And



          18        Stephen Thieke on deck, please.



          19                    MS. TRAVIS:  Good evening, and



          20        thank you for having me, the Board, Mr.



          21        Staller.



          22                    MS. KELLY:  Your name?



          23                    MS. TRAVIS:  Michelle Travis.



          24                    I am speaking for myself, and as



          25        part of the Farmingdale Village Cultural Arts
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           2        Sub-Committee, in regards to the architectural



           3        style of the proposed Staller building.



           4                    Mr. Staller's revised drawing is an



           5        improvement over the prior version.  But the



           6        Committee's consensus, as well as mine, it is



           7        still too modern for the Village.  The



           8        Committee's recommendations, as well as mine,



           9        is that the building be modified to mimic the



          10        architectural style of the fire department and



          11        adjoining Village Hall, with similar



          12        architectural trim and details, and should be



          13        in keeping with the Village's overall charm and



          14        aesthetic, classic appearance.



          15                    The inside of the apartments can



          16        always be made to reflect a more modern, urban



          17        appearance.



          18                    In addition, given that the Staller



          19        project on Eastern Parkway took several years



          20        beyond its original completion date, that the



          21        developer guarantee a completion date for the



          22        new project, which is located in the heart of



          23        Downtown Farmingdale.



          24                    The Trustees should impose a



          25        24-month deadline, six months longer than the
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           2        18 months already promised by the developer.



           3        The 24-month period should begin on the date



           4        the building permit is granted and end on the



           5        date of [sic] Certificate of Occupancy is



           6        issued.



           7                    Furthermore, in the event of any



           8        delay, the developer should pay a penalty, to



           9        the Village, of $2,000 per day, payable --



          10        these funds should be earmarked for additional



          11        cultural amenities.



          12                    During the course of construction,



          13        the Village should require that a decorative



          14        screen be erected, similar to what the building



          15        would look like after completion.



          16                    In towns across the United States,



          17        Main Street is not just the major road running



          18        through town, but it is the site of community



          19        life.  A place where towns people gather,



          20        socialize, patronize local businesses, mail a



          21        letter, meet friends for a meal, and watch and



          22        participate in annual parades and fairs.



          23                    Farmingdale Village represents, to



          24        me, hometown values, cultural diversity, and



          25        social life.  It represents small businesses





                      ACCURATE COURT REPORTING SERVICE, INC.

               866-388-2277   info@accuratecorp.com    631-331-3753

�

                                                                         106



           1                 PUBLIC HEARING - 9/24/18



           2        and everyday people.  The Village provides a



           3        strong sense of belonging to a community for



           4        ourselves, our neighbors, our families, our



           5        children, and hopefully, their children.



           6                    It is why it is important to keep



           7        the integrity and appearance of our slice of



           8        Main Street USA, while still being able to move



           9        forward with the times.



          10                    Thank you.



          11                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Thank you.



          12                    MR. HARTY:  Thieke, Mr. Thieke.



          13                    And Melissa Feeney on deck, please.



          14                    MR. THIEKE:  My name is Stephen



          15        Thieke.  My wife and I have been residents of



          16        the Village at 5 McCarthy Court.



          17                    Early we heard a lot of arguments



          18        and disagreements as to whether the Board did



          19        or did not have authority to grant all of the



          20        elements of this proposal.



          21                    That is obviously outside of the



          22        scope of the expertise of most residents, and



          23        we have to trust the Board to act in the manner



          24        consistent with what it believes it has



          25        authority to do.
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           2                    At the same time, we also



           3        understand that the Downtown Master Plan is a



           4        plan that has to be administered with some



           5        degree of flexibility.  Plans are meant to be



           6        applied with judgment and flexibility.



           7                    That said, when a project requires



           8        the scale and degree of incentives and waivers,



           9        adjustments and bonuses -- whatever the right



          10        words are legally -- they're not called



          11        variances and it really doesn't matter.  One



          12        has to step back and ask the question, "Is that



          13        project consistent with the intent of the



          14        Master Plan?"



          15                    I believe the Plan has served the



          16        Village well.  I believe the Board should be



          17        obligated to try to stay consistent with the



          18        intent of the Plan, and when it makes its final



          19        judgment as to the extent of waivers, bonuses,



          20        incentives, and everything else, ask the



          21        questions whether they are so extensive as to



          22        run counter to the intent and theme of the



          23        Master Plan.



          24                    Thank you.



          25                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Thank you.
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           2                    MR. HARTY:  Ms. Feeney, and Ms.



           3        Tina Diamond on deck.



           4                    MS. FEENEY:  Hi.  Melissa Feeney,



           5        36 Yoakum Street.



           6                    I'm opposed to this project and



           7        I'll quote you and say, "Parking, parking,



           8        parking."



           9                    The developer has not adequately



          10        responded to the parking issues.  The charts



          11        shown tonight don't actually tell us anything,



          12        and bottom line, I just don't believe them.



          13                    There has not been any consideration



          14        given to the impact to the residents on Rose,



          15        Cherry, Grant, Prospect, and all those other



          16        local streets, where the overflow of cars goes



          17        today and will continue to go if these projects



          18        are approved.



          19                    Furthermore, residents are held to



          20        the Code.  Why not the developer?



          21                    While others have said this



          22        tonight, I cannot stress enough that the



          23        Village Board must represent the requested



          24        needs of the Village residents, and I hope



          25        that's what happens here.
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           2                    Thank you.



           3                    MR. HARTY:  Diamond, and Muccio,



           4        Ms.  Muccio



           5                    MS. DIAMOND:  Tina Diamond, Motor



           6        Avenue, Farmingdale.



           7                    I'm also a long-time resident of



           8        Farmingdale.  Been here for the ups and downs,



           9        been at those meetings where the Master Plan



          10        was painstakingly developed.  And I do



          11        remember, at the time, feeling very confident



          12        that our portion of Main Street would always be



          13        Main Street, Farmingdale; charming Village



          14        Farmingdale.  Didn't matter what went on around



          15        it and you see, it doesn't.  Because many, many



          16        buildings have gone up all around us, which has



          17        benefited that Main Street.  But I am a Daler.



          18        And that's sacred ground.



          19                    Now, putting on a building of this



          20        height is absurd.  And if you set that



          21        precedent now, Trustees and Mr. Mayor, I



          22        guarantee you it's going to be all over Main



          23        Street, and we will lose the charm we have now.



          24                    Watch what you're doing.



          25                    MALE VOICE:  Bravo.
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           2                    MR. HARTY:  Ms. Muccio and S.



           3        Scarpa on deck.



           4                    MS. MUCCIO:  Dani Muccio, Hart



           5        Street.



           6                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  I'm sorry, can you



           7        repeat that.



           8                    MS. MUCCIO:  Dani Muccio,



           9        M-U-C-C-I-O.



          10                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Thank you.



          11                    MS. MUCCIO:  Twenty four-year



          12        resident of Farmingdale.  I've raised three



          13        amazing young men.  They all went to the



          14        Farmingdale School District.



          15                    MALE VOICE:  Can't hear you.



          16                    FEMALE VOICE:  Can you speak



          17        louder.



          18                    FEMALE VOICE:  Take the mic.



          19                    MS. MUCCIO:  I've raised three



          20        amazing young men that all went through the



          21        Farmingdale School System.



          22                    There was a time, when they were



          23        younger, that I could not bring them to the



          24        Village of Farmingdale.  It just was not a



          25        great place to be.  The visitors and some of
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           2        the residents weren't some of the best people



           3        to have young children around.  There wasn't



           4        much for them to do.



           5                    I've been fortunate enough to watch



           6        the changes happen down here and I love what



           7        I've seen and I love what I'm experiencing.



           8        And, now, I just want that to continue, the



           9        progress to continue.



          10                    So, they want to stay in



          11        Farmingdale and they want to raise their



          12        children.  And then I could walk the streets of



          13        Farmingdale with my grandchildren and enjoy all



          14        of these new amenities.



          15                    The one thing I always did feel was



          16        lacking was a cultural arts center; a place to



          17        take them to see shows, art exhibits, maybe



          18        bring them to learn about the arts, maybe some



          19        classes to teach them to paint or sing or



          20        dance.



          21                    At this time, I have to leave our



          22        town to go to a different cultural arts center,



          23        for speaking lessons.  I should be able to that



          24        in my own hometown.



          25                    In reference to Mr. Staller saying
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           2        that the Cultural Arts Committee was hijacking



           3        the use of the center by wanting to make a



           4        non-profit, I'd like to read a portion.  I'm



           5        also on the Sub-Committee of the Farmingdale



           6        Village Cultural Arts.  Part of the report that



           7        we were issued in regards to Village use of the



           8        theater:



           9                    "Many residents have pointed out



          10        that a cultural arts center to be leased by the



          11        developer to a third party other than the



          12        Village, for which, the developer will receive



          13        rent, the theater operator will receive ticket



          14        sales, and the Village will have no written



          15        guarantees to use the space either during or



          16        after the lease.  It is not a public amenity



          17        that benefits the Village, but rather a private



          18        transaction that benefits the two contracting



          19        parties on the lease.



          20                    "Therefore, the Committee



          21        recommends that the Village create a new



          22        non-profit entity such as Farmingdale Arts



          23        Council, to lease the performing arts space



          24        from Staller Associates for one dollar per year



          25        in perpetuity, for a minimum of 40 years.  The
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           2        entities Board would represent residents,



           3        Village government, and the developer.  For



           4        example, it could have a Board comprised of



           5        five representatives, one of which represents



           6        the developer, one of which represents the



           7        Village, and three of which represent members



           8        of the community.



           9                    "The entity would then lease the



          10        theater to a theater operator, such as



          11        BroadHollow Theatre, and would be able to



          12        afford to keep the rents low, because it's own



          13        costs are low.  The entity would be able to use



          14        the space for Village and community events and



          15        lease it to other tenants when not otherwise in



          16        use.



          17                    "Staller Associates should pay for



          18        a full build out of the theater to the initial



          19        operator's specifications, in exchange for the



          20        lease and build out --



          21                    MR. HARTY:  (Interjecting) Times



          22        up.



          23                    MS. MUCCIO:  (Continuing) -- "which



          24        the Village should consider giving naming



          25        rights to the developer, subject to Village
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           2        approval.



           3                    "What we envisioned when we



           4        proposed the cultural arts center was not a



           5        third party.  We proposed it as a



           6        community-owned center."



           7                    Thank you.



           8                    MR. HARTY:  S. Scarpa and Pat



           9        Christiansen on deck, please.



          10                    MS. SCARPA:  Good evening, and



          11        thank you to the members of the Farmingdale



          12        Village Council, Mr. Staller, and all of the



          13        men and women who gather here tonight.



          14                    My name is S. Scarpa.



          15                    Several months ago, I came here to



          16        express my heart's and mind's desire that this



          17        wonderful Village had a theater to call its own.



          18                    Tonight, I am here to reiterate



          19        that point and further explain why I believe



          20        that a theater is so vitally important to



          21        everyone in the Village and the surrounding



          22        areas, and why this is the time to work



          23        together, to give a little from both sides, and



          24        build it.



          25                    Not everyone is an artist, but
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           2        everyone has a soul that yearns to be fed the



           3        things that are beautiful and good.  The arts



           4        can help us to inhabit other perspectives and



           5        experiences and in a way, broaden our own



           6        lives.



           7                    The arts can feed those who hunger



           8        from the reprieve from the weary, workday



           9        world, nourishing them with an idea or a melody



          10        that can feed them long after the performance



          11        is over.



          12                    The arts can help a child develop



          13        into a reasoned and thoughtful adult and can



          14        make reasoned and thoughtful adults feel like



          15        children once more.



          16                    Simply put, a theater may be the



          17        most important thing being built in



          18        Farmingdale.  It is worth it for everyone to



          19        make comprises in order to acquire a theater.



          20        The Village of Farmingdale simply cannot leave



          21        it's legacy of the arts to the open mic corner



          22        at Starbucks.



          23                    It is clear that acquiring a



          24        theater will take planning and a dedicated



          25        effort.  It will require space and parking.  It
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           2        will require the good people of Farmingdale to



           3        accept there will be change.  It will require



           4        Mr. Staller to respect the concerns of the



           5        people that live here, and give them a little



           6        more.  More quaint styling to the building he



           7        wants to be, more parking, and few more things



           8        that they want.  Not just to put Mr. Staller in



           9        his places [sic] but because this is their home



          10        and they love it and care about it.



          11                    And maybe, most importantly, they



          12        want some guarantee that the theater will be



          13        there for the Town for generations to come.



          14                    This is a time to account for these



          15        things, now, before the Town is rebuilt and a



          16        theater will never be feasible again.  It must



          17        be a priority now -- it must be a priority now,



          18        less it be overlooked permanently.



          19                    Anyone can build another bar or



          20        restaurant or another place for people to buy



          21        things that they really do not need but buy



          22        anyway to fill some emptiness inside of them.



          23                    It takes special and forward



          24        thinking people to build what people do need:



          25        Connections to each other and the things that
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           2        are beautiful.  Please be those planners and



           3        builders for the many that currently reside in



           4        Farmingdale and the surrounding communities, as



           5        well as for the generations yet to come.   They



           6        may never know your names, but they will surely



           7        thank you for it.



           8                    MR. HARTY:  Pat Christiansen and



           9        John Capobianco on deck.



          10                    MS. CHRISTIANSEN:  My name is



          11        Patricia Christiansen, 78 Weiden Street, and I



          12        have lived in Farmingdale all my life.  We



          13        don't need to discuss the years.



          14                    I would like to preface my comments



          15        by stating that I am quite certain that the



          16        Village Board did not have any input or control



          17        over any of the -- over the presentation made



          18        at the library last night, as well as the



          19        presentation that was made by the applicant



          20        this evening.



          21                    At the -- both presentations, the



          22        applicant has informed us that his family has



          23        held title to many commericial properties in



          24        the Village for over a hundred years.  I think



          25        we've learned that we have folks living here in
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           2        the Village who are second, third, fourth,



           3        fifth, and I believe even sixth generation.



           4        And these residents care very, very deeply



           5        about the Village and all of the aspects.



           6                    The applicant has also informed the



           7        attendees, at both the library and this



           8        evening, of his history as Mayor of Old Field



           9        for eight or nine years.  Then he went on to



          10        discuss, particularly at the Village and again



          11        this evening, that one of our residents sold a



          12        piece of property in another community for $1.3



          13        million, and the property was developed with a



          14        very high density of apartments.  How



          15        inappropriate.



          16                    In all my years of attending



          17        public hearings here in this Village, I have



          18        never heard a discussion of anyone's personal



          19        or financial business.  That has no relevance,



          20        whatsoever, in this application.



          21                    Perhaps they do that in Old Field,



          22        but in this Village we have much higher



          23        standards and we don't discuss other personal



          24        business of anyone.  I would ask the Board that



          25        if this type of discussion continues, that you
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           2        halt it immediately.



           3                    There is a proverb:  Desperate



           4        times call for desperate measures.  I hope



           5        that's not the position of this applicant and



           6        that was the reason for him divulging that



           7        information.



           8                    While it is not relevant to this



           9        application -- and I'm going to go off key for



          10        a moment here -- I did do some research on the



          11        development that he discussed in Copiague.



          12                    It was in the Town of Babylon, it's



          13        adjacent to a train station, it's not on Main



          14        Street, the Code allowed for 30 units per acre



          15        and 45 with amenities.  The developer, who is



          16        not our Village resident, paid over



          17        half-a-million dollars to the Town of Babylon.



          18        Again, I'm off the subject.



          19                    We also heard at the presentation,



          20        at the library, of the merits of BroadHollow



          21        Theatre, they're accomplishments, and their



          22        successes.  I don't think there's a person in



          23        this room who doubts the success of Bob O'Neill



          24        and his theater, nor does anyone not want a



          25        cultural arts in our Village, but, again --
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           2                    MR. HARTY:  (Interjecting) Time.



           3                    MS. CHRISTIANSEN:  (Continuing) --



           4        we have to confine this hearing to the building



           5        that is being built and that the applicant



           6        proposes.



           7                    And finally, I would ask the Board



           8        to send this application to the Village's



           9        Architecture Review Committee prior to granting



          10        any decision and to follow their



          11        recommendations.



          12                    And finally, since the legal notice



          13        stated that the Board of Trustees has the



          14        authority to waive requirements of the Code, I



          15        would ask that you listen to the comments that



          16        you hear this evening, review the transcript of



          17        the hearing that was held in April, and cast



          18        your vote in accordance with the wishes of the



          19        citizens whom you represent.



          20                    Thank you.



          21                    MR. HARTY:  John Capobianco.



          22                    Eva Pearson on deck, please.



          23                    MR. CAPOBIANCO:  Thank you.  John



          24        Capobianco.



          25                    For those of you who are not
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           2        familiar with me after my nine years of service



           3        on the Farmingdale Board of Education, my three



           4        years of service on the Downtown Revitalization



           5        Committee, my service on the Downtown Master



           6        Plan Implementation Committee, the Farmingdale



           7        Village Merchant's Association, the Planning



           8        Advisory Board, and the Zoning Board of Appeals,



           9        I am currently serving as Chairman of the



          10        Cultural Arts Committee.



          11                    Several years ago, the Village



          12        bought into the Tom Suozzi concept of the cool



          13        Downtown; we bought into the concept of transit



          14        oriented development; and we also were told



          15        when [sic] Mr. Suozzi, that the way to relieve



          16        our tax burden was to grow the tax base.



          17                    Many people are misinformed and



          18        think that the Cultural Arts Committee has some



          19        kind of say in this process; we do not have a



          20        vote.  We studied the situation and issued our



          21        recommendations to the Trustees, and Mr.



          22        Staller either misread them or misunderstood



          23        what we said.



          24                    The Village Cultural Arts Committee



          25        is advocating a true public/private partnership
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           2        between Staller Associates, the Village of



           3        Farmingdale, and its residents.  We did not



           4        hijack the theater.



           5                    With regard to that, we are



           6        proposing the creation of a Farmingdale Arts



           7        Council, which would be a not-for-profit



           8        organization composed for Village residents,



           9        Staller, and appointees from the Village Board



          10        to manage and maintain a Cultural Arts Center.



          11                    With regard to your tax abatements,



          12        you do not understand how tax works in this



          13        County, which is very surprising to me.  Your



          14        project has a potential benefit to the



          15        residents of Farmingdale.  However, we never



          16        said in our recommendation that your taxes



          17        would decrease as a result of this project.



          18        You're going to keep them where they are and



          19        then do a two percent a year for 20 years;



          20        okay?



          21                    I have your proposals, and I have



          22        your New York State Comptroller's Office



          23        Spreadsheet with the benefits that you receive



          24        for your existing projects, which aren't even



          25        rented yet.  You've created one job for
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           2        $137,000 in tax breaks at Eastern Parkway.



           3        You've created one job for $178,000 in tax



           4        breaks at The Loft on Main Street.



           5                    You said you want to be a part of a



           6        community?  Be a part of this community.  I



           7        would support this project if you come in, you



           8        do the right thing by the people, you create



           9        this public/private partnership the way it



          10        needs to be done.  Otherwise, you will not have



          11        my support.



          12                    MR. HARTY:  Eva Pearson.



          13                    Mr. Reale on deck.



          14                    MS. PEARSON:  Hi.  My name is Eva



          15        Pearson.  I live at 426 Staples Street.



          16                    I lived here for ten years, which we



          17        obviously know makes me a newbie in this



          18        community, but I got here as soon as I could



          19        because this is where I wanted to raise my



          20        children who are now 10 and 11.



          21                    And I've done -- I went to the



          22        meeting in April, I went to the meeting at the



          23        library.



          24                    I first want to express gratitude



          25        to this entire Board and the Mayor and Mr.
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           2        Staller for how much work has been put into



           3        this.  I really am vacillating about how I feel



           4        about this project, but I recognize that we



           5        were heard.  What we said in April was heard



           6        and this project was redesigned and I think



           7        that there's a lot of resistance, but we should



           8        acknowledge when work has been done on both



           9        sides.



          10                    The reason why I decided to come



          11        here tonight is because in April, when I told



          12        my children that Gino's Pizza was going away,



          13        my 11-year-old -- who I tried to get here this



          14        evening but doesn't like to speak in public --



          15        I'm not sure he's lying -- but he created a



          16        flyer on his own and it says, "Save Gino's.



          17        Don't let it be replaced.  Mamma Mia you think



          18        Farmingdale doesn't have pizza," and it's got



          19        pictures of Gino's.



          20                    And what I'm hearing --



          21                    (Applause)



          22                    MS. PEARSON:  (Continuing) -- Thank



          23        you.  I'll tell him you did that.



          24                    And I love the idea of a theater.



          25        But what I'm hearing -- both in my own home
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           2        from my children and from this audience -- is



           3        that this isn't just about a building.  This is



           4        about what we want our Village to be.  Do we



           5        want to maintain our neighborhood?  Our



           6        children want to be able to go to their local



           7        pizza place and watch the movie on the green.



           8        And they'll deliver to you there.



           9                    And I understand that that is, you



          10        know, gone and Gino's will move on to a



          11        different location -- we will frequent them,



          12        you know, or what have you.  What's going to



          13        happen with Gino's -- this isn't about Gino's.



          14        This is about what kind of neighborhood do we



          15        want to have, not just for us -- I know many of



          16        you have children -- so I am here speaking on



          17        behalf of my son, who by saying, "Save Gino's,"



          18        is really saying, "Let's find a way to also



          19        save our neighborhood."



          20                    Thank you.



          21                    MR. HARTY:  Mr. Reale?



          22                    Mr. Chuck Gosline, and Mr. John



          23        Moore on deck.



          24                    MR. GOSLINE:  Good evening,



          25        everyone.
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           2                    I'm not going to date myself either,



           3        but I've lived in the Village for probably 45



           4        plus years.  My wife is back there quietly



           5        nodding me not to be abusive.



           6                    MS. KELLY:  Your name?



           7                    MR. GOSLINE:  (No response heard.)



           8                    MS. KELLY:  Your name for the



           9        record.



          10                    MR. GOSLINE:  My name is Chuck



          11        Gosline, 33 Waverly Place.  It's on the ticket



          12        I signed.



          13                    I mean, the way this meeting



          14        started, got me going.  I don't appreciate the



          15        legal counsel -- I'm sorry.  I don't appreciate



          16        that.  Taking up 20 minutes of our time.  I



          17        don't appreciate an hour and fifteen minutes of



          18        rhetoric going back and forth -- not being



          19        heard.



          20                    So, now for anyone that's not on the



          21        fence or anyone that's not on the fence, please,



          22        say where you stand.  For those of you that are



          23        on the fence, you really gotta understand where



          24        this Village has gone.



          25                    And I've been a part of 2003 with
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           2        the Smart Growth Committee, 2004 with the



           3        Additional Development Committee, on the



           4        Revitalization Committee.  I've been an active



           5        member of the board.  I'm there, I'm talking,



           6        and I've never diced words with you guys.  You



           7        guys are nice people.  I appreciate that, but



           8        let's take a timeout for those folks that are



           9        on the fence.



          10                    Since 2016, I've been talking about



          11        a five-year review that's stated in the Master



          12        Plan, and we need a serious timeout.  It's not



          13        257 units.  This Board has approved 372 out of



          14        375.  Folks, that's -- our Village is only 1.1



          15        miles.  So, our projection of building 375



          16        units, we are at that number.  So, let's get



          17        that right.



          18                    And the Mayor's looking confused,



          19        but I've said this on the floor, and I've gone



          20        over this with Walter.  You guys have approved



          21        372 units.  You are going to produce 70 units



          22        of affordable housing.  Guess what?  There's



          23        only 34.  We were gonna do 10 percent increase



          24        in retail; there's less.  We were gonna do



          25        maybe an 80 percent increase in restaurants.
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           2        Well, guess what?  There's over 100 percent of



           3        bars and restaurants.



           4                    And, yes, personally my wife and I



           5        would not like to see additional bars and



           6        restaurants.  However, we want to see an



           7        appropriate development, and this gentlemen



           8        owns two properties on either side of the road.



           9                    So, now, let's do the right thing.



          10        Let's slow the development down, let's keep the



          11        road in the Village's hands, and if the



          12        applicant wants to build a new project let him



          13        build two projects.



          14                    And, Mr. Mayor, you were quoted in



          15        Newsday today as saying you know of no other



          16        place in this Village where a performing arts



          17        center could be built.



          18                    2012, we brought a plan to the



          19        Village Board.  Not everyone was sitting on the



          20        Board at that time, but you were, Cheryl



          21        wasn't, Bill was.  And here's the plans for 20



          22        affordable housing units over a performing arts



          23        center.  So, we've been talking about this not



          24        just for six years, I've been talking about this



          25        for 30 years.
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           2                    So, folks, I'm asking you tonight,



           3        listen to what everybody has to say, take your



           4        notes, and let's take a timeout.  We are built



           5        out.  2035.  This plan was built for 20 years



           6        plus, 25 --



           7                    MR. HARTY:  (Interjecting) Time.



           8                    MR. GOSLINE:  (Continuing) -- we



           9        are at that point, folks, and I ask you



          10        consider that fact.



          11                    MR. HARTY:  Mr. John Moore and Tom



          12        from 467 Secatogue Avenue on deck.



          13                    MR. MOORE:  Hello.  My name is John



          14        Moore.  I've been a resident for 10 years.



          15                    I basically would like to say,



          16        first of all, maybe, it might be a good idea to



          17        have a couple of cultural arts theaters.  My



          18        wife and I like to go to the theater.  But, I



          19        basically think it's a come-on to get the more



          20        -- basically to get the more revenue in



          21        and to get the more apartments in.



          22                    And what the basic -- nobody's ever



          23        said this, but, you know, how many people --



          24        let me turn this around -- how many people out



          25        there don't go to the bathroom?
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           2                    You know, what you've got is more



           3        flushing toilets.  See, it would put a burden



           4        on the sewage.  We've been building so much up.



           5        And sewage is corrosive.



           6                    Basically -- and also -- basically,



           7        you know, you're talking about you might have



           8        -- I believe this is right -- that the rental



           9        will keep the rental down.  I take it that the



          10        rental is quite high around this area.  There's



          11        $2,200, $2,300.



          12                    My wife and I are pretty



          13        comfortable, but, you know, we couldn't pay



          14        that.  But, you know, if you get about, like,



          15        you said about $2,100, is that going to be,



          16        like, $2,100 about $1,500?  What's -- how are



          17        you going to control the rent?



          18                    Also, how long is this project



          19        going to take?  Somebody referred to, you know,



          20        you might have construction companies, you



          21        know, trucks going through the road.  How long



          22        is it going to take to do it?



          23                    And, basically, where -- if you



          24        want more revenue and how is this -- and I



          25        should look this up some time -- how long --
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           2        where is the revenue going to go?  That's



           3        another thing I wrote down here.



           4                    Naturally, I also -- a number of



           5        people have been saying it -- no parking



           6        spaces.  If people are visiting the people in



           7        apartments, or you have the theater there -- I



           8        don't think those numbers are concrete.



           9        Probably a lot of parking spaces will be --



          10        more parking spaces will be -- I agree with



          11        that.  A lot of parking spaces will be taken



          12        over.



          13                    That's, basically, what I'm saying.



          14        I'm, basically, against the project.



          15                    MR. HARTY:  Tom?  467 Secatogue



          16        Avenue.  You wrote no last name on this.  Last



          17        call for Tom?



          18                    Marge McCarthy.  57 Duane Street.



          19        Is Marge McCarthy here?  Come right up.



          20                    And Butch Starkie on deck.



          21                    MS. MCCARTHY:  Hi.  My name is



          22        Marge McCarthy.  I do live at 57 Duane Street.



          23        I have been a resident in this Town for about



          24        25 years.



          25                    I have to agree with the people who
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           2        talk about the charm of Farmingdale.  I think it



           3        has great charm.



           4                    I agree with the gentleman who



           5        talks about the retail stores, that some of



           6        them are really not being filled for the ones



           7        that have already been built, the apartment



           8        buildings that have been built.



           9                    A kudos to me -- to Mr. Staller



          10        from me.  I think his presentation as to his



          11        vision for what he wants to build is far, far,



          12        nicer than those buildings that have been built



          13        now.  Especially, that Loft building.  It over



          14        powers Main Street.  I hate it.



          15                    And I have to -- with the gentleman



          16        who spoke about the number of apartments.  That



          17        was my biggest concern.  That there's going to



          18        be, supposedly, a ceiling of 375 and then no



          19        more building in Farmingdale.  If you go along



          20        with Mr. Staller's proposal, I think that



          21        should be the end of building apartment



          22        buildings in Farmingdale.



          23                    And as far as the cultural arts



          24        center, the theater, it's about $25, $27 a



          25        ticket, because I was a stage manager with
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           2        Bobby O'Neill at Bayway Arts Center for over



           3        ten years.  You can't afford a ticket in the



           4        city for less than $125.  So, it really would



           5        be beneficial to the members of the community.



           6                    And that young lady who spoke,



           7        spoke beautifully, and I don't know if you



           8        know, but there are camps at Health (sic) and



           9        at the community -- at the Bayway Arts Center,



          10        where kids can flourish and learn to be more



          11        poised and little bit more outgoing, especially



          12        if they're introvert.



          13                    I hope you consider everything that



          14        has been said here tonight and not -- and this



          15        is the most comprehensive meeting regarding a



          16        building area.  I don't remember anything when



          17        it came to the other buildings that have been



          18        built.



          19                    And as I said to you, I really



          20        don't think they have any charm at all to look



          21        at.



          22                    MR. HARTY:  Butch Starkie.  And



          23        Jessica Santangelo on deck.



          24                    MR. STARKIE:  George Starkie.  49



          25        Doud Street in Farmingdale.
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           2                    My first request is I took a little



           3        bit of a beating tonight, so I hope the three



           4        minutes can get extended enough to at least



           5        have an opportunity to clear up a few



           6        misconceptions.



           7                    First of all, I got a nasty gram



           8        from the Village attorney today that basically



           9        said I'm gonna get sued because of defamation



          10        because of the mailer I sent out.  You will be



          11        hearing from my counsel.  You can deal with him



          12        on that matter.



          13                    What I do want to make clear, is



          14        that in this mailer I had said, clearly, it's



          15        my belief that the Codes aren't being followed.



          16        So, as it relates to the Codes of our Village,



          17        I said that was illegal.  I did not in any way,



          18        shape, or form say that any of the Board



          19        Members or the Attorney were doing something



          20        illegal.



          21                    If you go to an Article 78 Hearing,



          22        somebody wins and somebody loses when things are



          23        challenged in Court.  So, people that lose,



          24        obviously if it was the Village Board, obviously



          25        they misinterpreted the law.
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           2                    So, anyway, you'll hear from my



           3        attorney, and I'm not putting in a retraction,



           4        because I don't think I put anything in there.



           5        And when I said integrity, it says right in the



           6        flyer that they sent out, it's the integrity of



           7        the Village, not anyone particular on the



           8        Board.  It wasn't directed to them.



           9                    First of all, Mr. Staller, I have



          10        no issue whatsoever -- I've said this before --



          11        I want it on the record -- with the YAI.  My



          12        heart breaks and I -- prayers to you and your



          13        family for having to deal with a disabled child



          14        and what impact that that has.



          15                    My concern was that prior to that



          16        building that you did, I was told that you



          17        didn't need parking requirements and that,



          18        magically, we made it so there was no parking



          19        for people with disabilities.  Well, I think



          20        that should be adopted in our Code and not just



          21        used to reduce your requirements.  That was



          22        number one.



          23                    The other thing that Mr. Claudio



          24        DeBellis, again, shared, it was all the codes



          25        that he mentioned.  The one -- you know, he
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           2        doesn't mention the codes, but my attorney will



           3        and, you know, this is what attorneys do.  So,



           4        I didn't mean to insinuate that Claudio -- he's



           5        a hired attorney that's going to argue his



           6        client's position.  That's what his job is.



           7        There's nothing wrong with that.  And if I hire



           8        an attorney, they're going to argue my



           9        position.  That's what they do.



          10                    So, he leaves out, though, the



          11        parts of the Code that support the positions



          12        that I've taken.  And that's the part that I



          13        think is disingenuous.  So, if the Village



          14        Board is inclined to post all these different



          15        codes specifically so people don't have to



          16        search for them, I really hope that they put



          17        the one in there where it says that no parking



          18        requirements in the D-MU Zone, that you can't



          19        give any variances.  It says it clearly in



          20        there, 160.  I can almost say this stuff by



          21        heart now.



          22                    So, anyway, now, to my points



          23        tonight.  Basically, the recent mailer that I



          24        sent around had to do -- I'll give you this



          25        argument:  The Village Board has the right to
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           2        amend the Code.  My argument is -- is not do



           3        they have the right, but is it right?



           4                    The only issue I have with this



           5        whole proposal -- I would love to have a



           6        theater built on Main Street.  Who wouldn't?



           7        The part that I have a problem with, and Mr.



           8        Staller totally misrepresented many things, but



           9        one in particular, is that nowhere in this



          10        Village has anyone done a development in the



          11        midsection, where the FAR is required at 1.5.



          12        All the other development that's been done down



          13        by the railroad station, by right, have an FAR,



          14        floor area ratio, of two.



          15                    Mr. Staller is asking the Board to



          16        give his that same density down next to Village



          17        Hall.  And that's in the Subsection where it



          18        says in the Code that you're allowed



          19        as-of-right 1.5.  And that's a major change.



          20        That's the only thing that stops me from being



          21        supportive of this whole process.



          22                    MALE VOICE:  What does that mean?



          23                    MR. STARKIE:  What it means is FAR,



          24        is that the floor area ratio, if you have



          25        40,000 square feet and you have an FAR of 2.0,
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           2        you have 80,000 square feet of developable



           3        land.  If you have an FAR of 1.5 and you have



           4        40,000 square feet, you have the right to



           5        develop 60,000 square feet.  That was the part.



           6                    So, my apologies to the community,



           7        because I really thought we had it right when I



           8        was on the Board.  I never in my wildest dreams



           9        thought that any Board would consider taking



          10        the high density down by the railroad and



          11        bringing it down right next to our Village



          12        Hall.  If I knew then what I know now...



          13                    But I'm not against the theater.



          14        I'm not against Mr. Staller.  I have nothing



          15        personal against you, although I think you



          16        bringing up my personal finances -- plus you're



          17        wrong. I never went to a meeting.  I sold



          18        property I was 25 percent owner of.



          19                    So, anyway.  The one thing I do



          20        want to say, which is really critical, what my



          21        requests to the Village Board, is to require



          22        the developer to follow the Code as my



          23        administration had intended it to be followed,



          24        hold public hearings before the next election



          25        cycle to close these -- what I'm gonna call
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           2        loop holes -- this administration is



           3        exploiting, so that we don't have to deal with



           4        this again.



           5                    If none of the above happened, then



           6        consider putting this proposal out to a public



           7        vote on the next election cycle.



           8                    And if that doesn't happen, then



           9        tonight I'm not only declaring, but I am going



          10        to run for Mayor in 2020 and, you know, let the



          11        people chose.  If you're victorious then



          12        Staller gets to build and if he's not, then it



          13        doesn't get built.



          14                    Thank you.



          15                    MR. HARTY:  Jessica Santangelo.



          16                    D.  Sullivan from 204 Lenox Court on



          17        deck.



          18                    MS. SANTANGELO:  Hi.  I'm Jessica



          19        Santangelo.  I'm your neighbor.  I'm probably



          20        your newest neighbor because we've only lived



          21        here for three years, and you all have been



          22        here much longer than us.



          23                    I'm not from here.  When we moved



          24        to Long Island six years ago now, we spent



          25        about two years renting a place and
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           2        intentionally chose this community to live in.



           3        Our daughter loves Charlotte's for the yogurt



           4        and my husband and I love it for the alcohol,



           5        so it's a great place to be.  But, honestly,



           6        I've lived in a lot of places in my life.  This



           7        feels like home to me.



           8                    One of the main reasons we chose to



           9        move to Farmingdale and not Huntington or



          10        Northport or Plainview or Old Bethpage, is



          11        because we liked this Main Street.  We liked



          12        that it had, like, this small-town feel, but it



          13        was surrounded by all the hubbub of Long



          14        Island.  It was the best place for us.  Our



          15        daughter is thriving here.



          16                    I am concerned about this



          17        development because I think it might change the



          18        nature of Main Street, and that's one of the



          19        reasons we chose to live here.



          20                    Clearly, this community has some



          21        serious questions about this proposed



          22        development.  And I don't want to debate the



          23        numbers with you, nor do I want to question Mr.



          24        Staller's character or question the Board's



          25        discretion in granting incentives and waivers.
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           2        I'm only questioning why you would do so.



           3                    There's a Master Plan and there's



           4        the lengthy codes, zones, whatever the words



           5        are, that were made for a purpose.  That there



           6        was a vision that this community wanted to



           7        follow, so why not follow that vision?



           8                    Thank you.



           9                    MR. HARTY:  Sullivan?  D. Sullivan



          10        204 Lenox Court?



          11                    Okay.  Beth Mabazzo.  North Utica



          12        Avenue.  201 North Utica Avenue, North



          13        Massapequa?  Beth Mabazzo?



          14                    Ellen Councill, Sherman Road.



          15                    Okay. Mike O'Brien. 21 Merokee



          16        Place.



          17                    Rob Bartlett on deck.



          18                    MR. O'BRIEN:  Michael O'Brien, 21



          19        Merokee Place.  I don't know if I need this or



          20        not.



          21                    Listen, I've been here for 40



          22        years.  My wife and I moved here from Seaford.



          23        We chose Farmingdale.  We spent a lot of time



          24        looking at Farmingdale --



          25                    MALE VOICE:  (Interjecting) Speak
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           2        up a little.



           3                    MR. O'BRIEN:  (Continuing) -- Okay.



           4        We chose to live in Farmingdale.



           5                    Mr. Staller, I'm not saying this



           6        out of reference.  You don't have any skin in



           7        the game in Farmingdale as far as I'm



           8        concerned.  You're a business owner, a property



           9        owner, but you do not live here.  All right.



          10                    Somebody mentioned about Tone



          11        properties.  Bartone lives in the Village of



          12        Farmingdale.  He was born and raised here.  He



          13        still lives in Farmingdale; all right?



          14                    I think I voted for everyone that's



          15        sitting up there; all right?



          16                    First meeting I've ever been at



          17        where I saw mud being slung.  There's no reason



          18        for it.  Let the lawyers handle the problems



          19        with the other.  You sat here, listened to Mr.



          20        Staller, his attorney, sling mud on one of our



          21        Village residents.



          22                    All right.  We have building codes;



          23        all right?  I do a lot of building in



          24        Manhattan.  We have building codes that stay



          25        there.  They're there for a reason.  Let's not
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           2        change it; all right?  I don't always agree



           3        with Butch, I thought.



           4                    MR. STARKIE:  You never agree with



           5        me.



           6                    MR. O'BRIEN:  I never thought I'd



           7        be saying this, but he lives, breathes, and



           8        dies Farmingdale; all right?



           9                    Bill, Cheryl, Ralph, everybody up on



          10        that Board does.  I know you have the best



          11        interest in the Village of Farmingdale; all



          12        right?  And I know Mr. Staller has to build



          13        something in Farmingdale.  But let's build



          14        something we all like and live and love.



          15                    Thank you.



          16                    MR. HARTY:  Rob Bartlett.



          17                    Lorraine Stanton on deck.



          18                    MR. BARTLETT:  Rob Bartlett,



          19        Farmingdale High School, class of '75, 30-year



          20        Village resident.  I live across the street.



          21        Whoever parked in my driveway, I'm very



          22        sensitive to the parking issue.



          23                    I want to thank the Mayor, the



          24        Trustees, and the Board for your time and



          25        effort tonight, but also for all the work
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           2        you've done to revitalize the Village of



           3        Farmingdale.



           4                    I also to want thank the citizens



           5        of this Town, who came here on a Monday night



           6        to speak their piece, because it shows that



           7        you're invested in the place where you live.



           8        And there's no greater sense of community than



           9        when people gather to discuss how to better the



          10        place they live.  I've always thought that



          11        Farmingdale was the greatest little town in



          12        America, like in a Frank Capra movie.  I would



          13        love to retain the character of this Village.



          14                    There's been a lot of talk about



          15        Master Plans, like it's a Dr. Evil thing; it's



          16        just something to takeover the world.



          17                    There's been a lot of numbers and



          18        statistics that were thrown out this evening,



          19        projected benefits.  Is there a place where the



          20        Master Plan can be viewed?  There is.  Okay.



          21                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  It's on the



          22        website.



          23                    MR. BARTLETT:  It's on the website;



          24        okay.  I just wanted to be clear about that.



          25                    When I look at the words, if we
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           2        could find the sources, and have the sources



           3        cited for the statics that were spoken about in



           4        Mr. Staller's speech.



           5                    Again, a cultural center would be



           6        unbelievable.  I am a firm believer in



           7        community theater.  The arts are crucial, yet,



           8        sadly, not funded as much as other pursuits.



           9                    But, my question is, do we really



          10        need another space?  We already have a 300-seat



          11        space with a stage at the library.  They have a



          12        gallery where they hold exhibits.  Does the



          13        Village need to have one there at the risk of



          14        putting up a building that's going change the



          15        character of the Village?



          16                    MS. STANTON:  Lorraine Stanton.



          17                    And I want to say, first up, that I



          18        am against the project the way it looks.  And



          19        now I will tell you why.



          20                    I've lived here 59 years.  When I



          21        moved here, I went to high school here, and



          22        then we moved to the high school.  I'm from the



          23        first graduating class there in 1962.  I've



          24        lived in the Village for almost 59 years, at



          25        four different addresses.
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           2                    My first job, when I was at



           3        Farmingdale College, was at McClem's



           4        [phonetically] on Main Street.  My first



           5        full-time job was at the library, that is now



           6        the Library Cafe and I worked on the Book Mobile



           7        and I worked at that South Farmingdale Branch.



           8                    I retired seven years ago.  I



           9        worked for a community action agency in



          10        Hempstead for 36 years.  Started off as a poor,



          11        Head Start parent at Farmingdale Head Start,



          12        and when I retired, seven years ago, I was the



          13        director of eight Head Start programs with a



          14        staff of 140, running an $8 million program.



          15                       I have become a professional



          16        volunteer since I retired.  I am the



          17        Co-President of the Women's Club of Farmingdale,



          18        I am the President of the Farmingdale-Bethpage



          19        Historical Society, I am on the Cultural Arts



          20        Committee of the Village of Farmingdale, and I



          21        am a library Trustee and a member of St. Kilian



          22        Women's Guild.



          23                    My grandchildren are the fourth



          24        generation living on the property that I grew



          25        up on, because I came back with two children to
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           2        live with my parents.  So, my children were



           3        raised there.  I have a grandchild in high



           4        school, in this school, and in Saltzman.



           5                    I want Farmingdale to look like



           6        Farmingdale.  I'm sorry if I'm emotional, but



           7        that's how I feel.  I love the Village, I can't



           8        think of living anywhere else.  I have a lovely



           9        co-op apartment on Fulton Street and an older,



          10        red-brick building, and I want everything on



          11        Main Street to look like it's supposed to look.



          12        Let's keep the Village looking like a Village.



          13                    People like to come here, I know we



          14        have a lot of restaurants and bars, we had a



          15        lot of restaurants and bars back then.  I have



          16        no objection to an apartment building that



          17        looks like the Village of Farmingdale.



          18                    Thank you.



          19                    MR. HARTY:  Marianne Day and



          20        Melanie Beshears on deck, please.



          21                    Marianne Day?



          22                    Ms. Beshears.



          23                    Chris Nichol on deck.



          24                    MS. DAY:  Marianne Day, Staple



          25        Street.  I've also been a resident for over 20
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           2        years in an apartment in Farmingdale and now we



           3        own a home.



           4                    I love this Village.  My children



           5        love this Village because they can walk Uptown



           6        and they can hang out.



           7                    I don't appreciate The Loft's



           8        aesthetics.  Really, I don't think it goes with



           9        the Farmingdale vibe.  And that's probably my



          10        main reason why I don't like this re-proposed



          11        building.  While a cultural arts center would



          12        be something that everyone can appreciate, I



          13        think that it gives away too much.



          14                    And I think -- discussing with my



          15        neighbors outside -- a lot of them think it's



          16        already a done deal, and they think the Village



          17        Board has already passed the hat on this.



          18                    I don't pretend to know the Zoning



          19        Codes, even though you went over them.  It's



          20        like a parent talking to their teenagers.  I



          21        hear the words, but they don't really



          22        penetrate.



          23                    So, I'm hoping that what you said,



          24        Ms. Parisi, is true.  That you listen to the



          25        Villagers, you listen to the Dalers, and, yeah,
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           2        vote with what we think.  Or put it to a vote



           3        with us.  Okay.



           4                    MS. PARISI:  Thank you.



           5                    MR. HARTY:  Ms. Beshears?  Last



           6        call.



           7                    Chris Nichol.



           8                    MR. NICHOL:  Good evening.  My name



           9        is Chris Nichol.  I reside in Farmingdale.



          10        I've been asked to keep this under three



          11        minutes.  I will not exceed the measure.  I



          12        imagine it was arrived by a sure method.



          13                    And I'd like to know if there's any



          14        literature in the Farmingdale Public Library



          15        that would describe the method used to



          16        determine how many minutes were granted to the



          17        applicant.  And in the interest of time, I'd



          18        like to yield the rest of my time.



          19                    MR. HARTY:  Ralph Norton.



          20                    Marty -- 24 Hillside.  Marty



          21        Wiesehahn?



          22                    MR. WIESEHAHN:  Marty Wiesehahn.  I



          23        live at 24 Hillside Road.  I've been since



          24        1960.



          25                    I've seen a lot of changes in Town
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           2        and you guys have done a great job.  Mr.



           3        Staller, is here because he's a businessman.



           4                    MALE VOICE:  Can't hear you.



           5                    MR. WIESEHAHN:  Mr. Staller is here



           6        because he's a businessman.  He wouldn't be



           7        building a building in Farmingdale if it wasn't



           8        profitable for him somewhere down the line,



           9        whether it was with or without the things that,



          10        you know, we're going to give or not give to



          11        him.



          12                    I appreciate that you have a



          13        community center.  I have a few problems that I



          14        do have [sic].



          15                    First of all, I understand -- I



          16        appreciate the fact that it's part of Old Field



          17        and everything.  Old Field doesn't even have a



          18        Main Street; okay?  They have less than a 1,000



          19        residents.  We have 8,000, 10,000 residents.



          20        Big difference.



          21                    My concern is the construction



          22        time.  The construction time for The Lofts on



          23        Main Street was way over what it should have



          24        been.  I remember calling the Village a couple



          25        of times saying, "When are they gonna finish
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           2        building this thing?"  And it was one excuse



           3        after another.  If you're not holding him to



           4        some sort of a timeframe and some reason to,



           5        you know, a financial incentive to get it



           6        completed, you're making a big mistake.



           7                    The other problem I have is the



           8        piece of property that you're talking about is



           9        a large piece of Main Street.  I understand



          10        you're talking about taking a road here and --



          11        it's still a large piece of Main Street.  We



          12        are gonna be under construction for over two



          13        years.  People have to live with that.



          14                    He does not live in Farmingdale;



          15        okay?  That's something that you guys have to



          16        consider.



          17                    I have a friend that just rebuilt a



          18        house in Lenox Hills, right around the corner



          19        from where I live.  You guys held him to have



          20        -- he now has a three and-a-half foot or



          21        four-foot wide porch on the front of his house,



          22        because you were holding him to the Codes that



          23        you wrote.  Hold him responsible for the same



          24        thing.



          25                    I do believe the community center
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           2        would be a good thing for us.  We do have



           3        space, we can use the school -- try to get in



           4        here and use the school for a function or



           5        something.  It's not easy.  Try to get into the



           6        library for something, because you have to have



           7        a certain amount of people in your function



           8        that belong to Farmingdale; okay.



           9                    A community center and a gallery I



          10        think is a great thing.  I'm an artist.  I



          11        understand that.  But I don't think it should



          12        be a profit for them.  If they're going to give



          13        us something, they're going to build this



          14        community center for us, it should be part of



          15        the community.  And like everybody else has



          16        said, make some sort of a committee and figure



          17        it out so that it does something for the



          18        community, otherwise, it's just another rental



          19        space.  It's for profit, it's not for the



          20        community.



          21                    And the other thing I have a



          22        problem with is the look to the building.  I



          23        don't want to live in Williamsburg, Brooklyn;



          24        okay.  These buildings are too big, The Lofts



          25        -- do I think The Lofts are a decent looking
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           2        building, yes, but not for Farmingdale.



           3                    The other thing I have a problem



           4        with is even the community --



           5                    MR. HARTY:  (Interjecting) Time.



           6                    MR. WIESEHAHN:  (Continuing) --



           7        Fine.



           8                    The community center's wall, it



           9        looks like seven garage doors.  Where it's going



          10        to be glass or whatnot I don't want to look at



          11        garage doors with that kind of facade on Main



          12        Street, Farmingdale.



          13                    I agree, make it look like the Town



          14        Hall.  Make it look like the firehouse.



          15                    That's all I have to say.



          16                    MR. HARTY:  Ralph Norton.  Mr.



          17        Norton?



          18                    Steven Heiderstadt.



          19                    MR. HEIDERSTADT:  Steve



          20        Heiderstadt, 203 Lenox Court.



          21                    I, too, am a life-long Farmingdale



          22        resident.  Actually, I was born and raised here



          23        and I moved away, and what I thought was to



          24        never come back to Farmingdale.  I met my wife,



          25        we were getting married, we started looking at
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           2        neighborhoods, we started looking at



           3        communities, and I realized -- it dawned on me



           4        -- Farmingdale is a great place.  It was a



           5        great place to grow up, it was a great place to



           6        raise a family, and -- much to my chagrin -- I



           7        went back to Farmingdale and I love it.  I've



           8        got four children and a lot of work and...



           9                    So, first I want to tell you is



          10        [sic] I support the Village and the Mayor and



          11        the Board.  I think you've done a fabulous job.



          12        Our Village is alive, it's flowing, it's



          13        flourishing, and I think we need to continue on



          14        that path.



          15                    I support this project.  What's



          16        there now is not useful any longer.  Many of the



          17        properties in the Village are that way.  We've



          18        made a lot of headway over the past 15 years, 16



          19        years.  We've have a long way to go and this is



          20        something that needs to be done.



          21                    Now, I think we need to answer to



          22        the community and if there are certain



          23        architectural aspects that the community -- and



          24        there's an overwhelming voice to that side, and



          25        maybe we should consider it.
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           2                    I don't think that asking Mr.



           3        Staller that -- to donate more is appropriate.



           4        He's made an offering.  I think a community



           5        center in this Village is absolutely what we



           6        need.  It'll draw more people in.  I honestly



           7        think we can deal with the parking.



           8                    I sympathize to the people who



           9        live in close proximity of the Village.  I'm



          10        less than a quarter of a mile from the Village.



          11        It's not a problem for me, but the Village has



          12        done a great job adding additional parking.



          13                    Where there are properties that are



          14        available, they bought them up and they



          15        developed parking, whether it be north across



          16        from 7-Eleven or over by the rail siding, it's



          17        all stuff that we can do.



          18                    We need to keep moving forward;



          19        okay?  I came back here because I wanted to



          20        raise my children here.  At some point, my



          21        children are gonna grow and they're either



          22        gonna go and move on, but if they can stay in



          23        this community -- and they all love this



          24        community -- I think that's value.  And if



          25        there's opportunities for places for them to
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           2        live, that's great.



           3                    We can't -- and I love the old



           4        Farmingdale.  I walked up and down Main Street



           5        as a kid and I rode my bike.  A lot of those



           6        things have changed -- about society, about our



           7        world --



           8                    MR. HARTY:  (Interjecting) Time.



           9                    MR. HEIDERSTADT:  (Continuing)  We



          10        live in a society of fear.  And please don't



          11        let fear of progress deter what's the right



          12        decision for Farmingdale.



          13                    Thank you.



          14                    MR. HARTY:  Frank DeStefano.



          15                    Eric Alexander on deck.



          16                    MR. DESTEFANO:  Frank DeStefano, on



          17        Clinton Street.



          18                    Members of the Board and the Mayor,



          19        I am here not so much to get involved with



          20        dumping on the developer, but all developers



          21        have tails and you hide yours well.  And in



          22        actuality here's one of the problems about



          23        developers.



          24                    He's a concerned person as far as



          25        where he builds.  But, he is also the same
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           2        person that caused a lot of the vacancies that



           3        we complain about in the stores on Main Street.



           4        He owned them.  And we all know the reason why



           5        people weren't buying into those stores -- or



           6        according to the people that we spoke to -- was



           7        the rent was too high.



           8                    MALE VOICE:  Right.



           9                    MR. DESTEFANO:  So, you know, when



          10        you think about it and then have him turn



          11        around and say give him three apartments



          12        basically for the handicap -- which, I think is



          13        wonderful -- and that's a good part of the



          14        devil.  The bad part is he wants credits for



          15        those by not giving spaces for those



          16        apartments.  You know, there's something wrong



          17        there.



          18                    The other problem is, to begin



          19        with, I wasn't born in Farmingdale.  I was born



          20        in Brooklyn.  I was raised in a four-story



          21        apartment over a store.  It was over a



          22        restaurant, as a matter of fact.  We moved out



          23        of there -- I think I was about 12 years old --



          24        and we moved into Queens.  Queens was a suburb



          25        at the time.
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           2                    By the time I left Queens, when I



           3        was married and had one kid, I came to



           4        Farmingdale.  That was a suburb now; Queens was



           5        not.  Queens, long ago, gave up being a suburb



           6        that we moved to from Brooklyn.



           7                    What I'm saying, basically, is we



           8        had a Master Plan that was developed here.  One



           9        of the benefits of having a Master Plan --



          10        despite people not thinking that they're worth



          11        anything -- is that you get to some stability



          12        as to what the government at the time is



          13        turning around and saying, "After looking at



          14        the facts, looking at the prices, looking the



          15        peoples who live here, that this is the best



          16        way for you to go."  And I think every time the



          17        government turns around and gives a variance,



          18        or whatever you want to call it, to someone



          19        who's coming in and building, you're moving



          20        away from the well-studied plan.  And when



          21        you're moving away from a well-studied plan,



          22        you should do it very carefully.  Be very



          23        cautious and very stingy.



          24                    It's nice to have a -- not a



          25        community center -- an arts building, room,
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           2        that he's talking about, but let's face it, we



           3        have arts right in the library --



           4                    MR. HARTY:  (Interjecting) Time.



           5                    MR. DESTEFANO:  (Continuing) -- and



           6        people don't go.



           7                    So, what we're talking about is



           8        let's have a theater that can advertise their



           9        plays and say, "It's in this theater."  Fine.



          10        For Farmingdale, that's not really doing much.



          11                    As far as getting a play for $27



          12        instead of $200, you do that because what's put



          13        on on Long Island is worth $27, not worth $200.



          14                    So, as nice as that might be, I



          15        think you have to be very careful.  I don't



          16        think that this is something you have to jump



          17        into.  First of all, I don't think there should



          18        be four stories.  Let that end, please.



          19                    Thank you.



          20                    MR. HARTY:  Eric Alexander.  John



          21        Favilla on deck.



          22                    MR. ALEXANDER:  Members of the



          23        Board, Eric Alexander, director of Vision Long



          24        Island.  Also, class of '88, and my mom lives



          25        here, so I'm a Daler.
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           2                    I was asked by the Mayor for my



           3        thoughts, our position and thoughts on a



           4        performing arts theater in the Downtown and



           5        also by one of the Trustees about my thoughts



           6        on the project in general.  So, we're here



           7        tonight.  So, I'll start with the performing



           8        arts venue.



           9                    We looked at nine of them that have



          10        been operated over the last 20 years in



          11        different Downtowns:  Boulton, Bay Shore;



          12        Patchogue Theatre for the Performing Arts,



          13        Suffolk Theater in Riverhead, the Northport



          14        Theater, Landmark on Main Street in Port



          15        Washington, one in Great Neck, the new one in



          16        Babylon, and then the space in Westbury and the



          17        Paramount Theater in Huntington are much, much



          18        larger.  And all of these are larger than what



          19        this would be and would have a much deeper



          20        impact as far as traffic and parking.



          21                    But, here are some themes.  The



          22        parking problem in all these communities --



          23        there was a parking problem to begin with,



          24        because they were destinations and places



          25        people wanted to go, similar to Farmingdale.
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           2                    Good management on show times is



           3        key.  And also what people -- the crowd that



           4        does come in, they're also using -- many of



           5        them may have been there anyway for the



           6        restaurants and the bars.  This is an



           7        additional piece.  So the parking impact has



           8        been looked at from a shared parking



           9        perspective.



          10                    Having an operator that has



          11        experience in theater operations is key.  There



          12        was some struggles out of the gate in a couple



          13        of these Downtowns.  It's good to know that



          14        BroadHollow Theatre is coming in early with



          15        that experience and understanding of this



          16        market.



          17                    The economics:  A low season,



          18        particularly in the winter where the



          19        restaurants are struggling, having a theater in



          20        really keeps them afloat at different times, so



          21        that's very important to give the -- it's a



          22        balance, the restaurants and bars with this



          23        other use.  You've heard that tonight.



          24                    It does add a level of



          25        sophistication to the neighborhood and brings
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           2        the theater -- brings the neighborhood up a



           3        little bit by having these types of uses in the



           4        heart of the Village.



           5                    So, in this type of performing arts



           6        theater, it's a little different.  I go to the



           7        Paramount in Huntington and I love jumping in



           8        the mosh pit.  You know, maybe that's a little



           9        different energy than what you have here with



          10        this performing arts theater.  I know people



          11        don't want a Paramount Theater in Huntington



          12        here in Downtown Farmingdale.



          13                    Public safety:  It is not known to



          14        be additional concerns that folks may have



          15        related to more bars and restaurants.  This



          16        really does add to it.  There's no increase,



          17        there's no incidents in a lot of these theaters.



          18                    And, ultimately, the art culture,



          19        that having a full complement of communities is



          20        -- on off times -- a lot of theaters have



          21        shared their space with communities.  So, we've



          22        heard a lot from community folks that want to



          23        use this, that obviously --



          24                    MR. HARTY:  (Interjecting) Time.



          25                    MR. ALEXANDER:  (Continuing) -- has
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           2        to be an opportunity for ticket use.



           3                    So, we'll put the rest of our



           4        comments related to the design and the overall



           5        thoughts of the project, Brian, I'll leave that



           6        with you.



           7                    But I just wanted to say, there's a



           8        lot to consider, and I really praise the



           9        Village for being as thorough as you are,



          10        holding these multiple hearings and also praise



          11        the developer for changing their original



          12        proposal and listening to the community as they



          13        are and they got more to listen to tonight.



          14                    Thank you.



          15                    MR. HARTY:  John Favilla and



          16        Domenic Zito on deck.



          17                    Mr. Favilla?



          18                    Mr. Zito.



          19                    Joseph Minieri on deck.



          20                    MR. ZITO:  Domenic Zito, 245



          21        Prospect Street.



          22                    First, I'm here to address the



          23        parking.  I know there was a slide earlier.



          24        I'd love to see again, please, the slide



          25        showing all the parking that was available.
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           2                    (WHEREUPON, a PowerPoint



           3        presentation was displayed.)



           4                    MR. ZITO:  (Continuing) And while



           5        they look for that, I was wondering if you



           6        could pause my time, please.



           7                    MALE VOICE:  Six minutes to find



           8        it.



           9                    MR. ZITO:  It was like the fourth



          10        or fifth -- parking lot all the way at the top,



          11        probably.



          12                    Yup, that's it.  Go down, down,



          13        down.  Down about three.  Okay, that's the one.



          14                    All right.  So these blue parking



          15        spots, these are the spots that are currently



          16        being used; is that correct?  That's what I



          17        believe is correct.



          18                    Okay, so that's being used by



          19        what's called the bar/restaurant, which is the



          20        top, red shape.  That is the Nutty Irishman.



          21        Now, that's what's currently there.  However,



          22        the Nutty Irishman is going to be moving to the



          23        building just above that, if I'm not mistaken.



          24        So, all those blue parking spots are still



          25        gonna be used by the Nutty Irishman.  They will
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           2        not be used by the developers.



           3                    So, when he says they're going to



           4        be having a lot less spaces, that's absolutely



           5        a ruse.



           6                    You have all these parking spaces,



           7        plus at least, I would estimate -- I don't know



           8        if there was a number given for 227 seats -- I



           9        would estimate another 100 cars.  So, you have



          10        all of those blue spaces being used by the



          11        Nutty Irishman, plus the 100 cars for the



          12        theater, plus guests of the building that are



          13        going to be coming.



          14                    Now, the other thing is the Nutty



          15        Irishman is moving to a larger location, which



          16        you can also see by the photo, which is going



          17        to be for more -- it's going to accommodate



          18        more guests.  And I was at the meeting when



          19        they approved that, and they were already short



          20        parking space as it was.  So, they had to pay



          21        some kind of penalty charge to have -- to keep



          22        their business in that building and not have



          23        enough parking.



          24                    So, the new Nutty Irishman won't



          25        have enough parking, plus all of the blue
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           2        spaces that we saw, plus another 100 spots



           3        estimated for the community center, plus the



           4        guests of the residents.



           5                    Now, it was also mentioned that



           6        people go to the restaurant and then maybe



           7        they'll go the theater afterwards or vice



           8        versa.  But that just means those cars are



           9        going to be parked there much longer than just



          10        an hour at the restaurant.  They're going to be



          11        an hour at the restaurant, plus an hour, hour



          12        and-a-half at the theater.



          13                    So, my main thing is it's really --



          14        when I saw -- I wasn't even going to talk



          15        tonight.  But when I saw that, that's really a



          16        ruse.  And I'm not stupid enough to fall for



          17        it.  I know that the Nutty Irishman is moving



          18        next door.  So all those parking spots are



          19        still gonna be used.



          20                    Now, I live on Prospect Street.



          21        And Prospect Street, for the past couple of



          22        years has become an extension of the parking,



          23        the municipal parking lots.  I have cars parked



          24        there day and night.  It's really an overflow.



          25        Now, my street, I don't think is zoned for
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           2        municipal parking, but that's what it's become.



           3                    So, that's my main thing.



           4                    Again, I don't like the way The



           5        Lofts look.  I don't think it fits in with the



           6        Village.  I said that back in the last meeting.



           7        I know that was addressed here a few times



           8        already.



           9                    But I just want to bring that point



          10        up that it was kind of like the shell game when



          11        I saw that --



          12                    MR. HARTY:  (Interjecting) Time.



          13                    MR. ZITO:  (Continuing) -- and I



          14        don't think anybody else really picked up on



          15        that.



          16                    Thank you.



          17                    MR. HARTY:  Joseph Minieri.



          18                    Bill Johnson and Bob Kuppelmeyer on



          19        deck.



          20                    MR. JOHNSON:  Hi.  I'm Bill



          21        Johnson, 33 Ridge Road.  I'd like to say thank



          22        you to the Board for all of the work you do all



          23        of the time.



          24                    Some of you know I am a neighbor of



          25        the Department of Public Works.  I see all of
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           2        the good, hard work that they do, too.  So, I



           3        can say I'm sure everybody appreciates



           4        everything that goes on in the Village and all



           5        the hard work that you do.  So, we do appreciate



           6        that.



           7                    But, I'll state right out, I'm



           8        against it.  This building.  Because it's too



           9        damn big.



          10                    I'm originally from Queens.  My



          11        mother still lives there.  We lived in an area



          12        called Auburndale, which was a suburban area of



          13        Queens.  The city has now granted tax



          14        abatements there to build apartments for high



          15        density, like we're doing here.  The whole



          16        suburban, little part of Queens that I grew up



          17        in is gone.  And the parking is horrible.  And



          18        now I just see it going on here.



          19                    This gentleman made a very good



          20        point with the parking that he showed, and he



          21        asked for a slide.



          22                    Can I ask you to put up the



          23        rendering of the building?



          24                    (WHEREUPON, a Powerpoint



          25        presentation was displayed.)
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           2                    MR. JOHNSON:  (Continuing) And my



           3        point here is the rendering of the building is



           4        beautiful, if you put it -- if we were looking



           5        at it from 300 feet, like that rendering shows.



           6        But I think you want to stand in front of Chase



           7        Bank or the dress store or Ubaldo's and you'll



           8        see that thing sticking right into your face.



           9        And that's what's missing from this rendering.



          10                    It looks big, bright, and airy, but



          11        damn it, it's not going to be big, bright, and



          12        airy.  It's too damn big.



          13                    Mr. Staller, if you're so bent on



          14        not building this, if you don't get your way



          15        and then you'd have to go to restaurants and



          16        bars, that you must have said 10 times today in



          17        such a nasty voice of how bad they are, why



          18        don't you sell the building for profit, like



          19        you so cynically pointed out that our Mayor



          20        did, or ex-Mayor, did.



          21                    And one last thing, I don't think



          22        you should have started the meeting from a



          23        lawyer threatening anybody with a defamation



          24        suit that made it on here, against Mayor



          25        Starkie.
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           2                    Thank you.



           3                    MR. HARTY:  Mr. Bob Kuppelmeyer.



           4                    MR. KUPPELMEYER:  Hi.  My name is



           5        Bob Kuppelmeyer.  I guess this is my "Mr. Smith



           6        Goes to Washington" moment.



           7                    If I got up this morning thinking I



           8        was gonna actually speak here today, I would



           9        have told you you're crazy.  But, I did sit



          10        here in the back, out of curiosity, and I felt



          11        compelled to get up and put my name down and



          12        speak.



          13                    First thing I want to address is a



          14        full disclosure.  I am a good friend of Butch



          15        Starkie.  I'm also a good friend of Bob



          16        O'Neill.



          17                    So what is the wisdom of Solomon



          18        here?  The thing that really annoyed me tonight



          19        is that I think Mr. Starkie has the most



          20        integrity in this whole entire gymnasium.  And



          21        he was attacked tonight, and that really upset



          22        me.  And this defamation thing is a losing



          23        proposition.  And if you want to play that game,



          24        you're going to lose, and I'll be on this guy's



          25        Mayoral campaign committee.
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           2                    Now, we don't want that to happen,



           3        because his wife will have a heart attack.  So



           4        let's try to make this for all these people



           5        here.



           6                    So, at the end of the day, the



           7        question is -- we all want a cultural arts



           8        center.  I love the theater.  The fact that Bob



           9        O'Neill could be running it, is music to my



          10        ears and my kid's ears.



          11                    And I don't begrudge, as an



          12        entrepreneur, to do what he wants to make a



          13        profit.  But at the end of the day, does he



          14        need 54 apartments in this monstrosity?  Can he



          15        live with less and still pretend that he is the



          16        voice of the people?



          17                    So that's what you, as the Board,



          18        have to decide.  Do we want -- there was a man



          19        that mentioned Frank Capra.  So, do we want this



          20        place to be Bedford Falls?  Or Pottersville?



          21                    Thank you.



          22                    MR. HARTY:  That's it.  That



          23        concludes the speakers.



          24                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Okay, that



          25        concludes the speakers.
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           2                    But we have one more?  Come on down.



           3                    MS. CHESHIRE:  Good evening.  My



           4        name is Fran Cheshire, C-H-E-S-H-I-R-E, like



           5        the cat.



           6                    I've lived in Farmingdale my whole



           7        life.  I was born here, my parents were, my



           8        grandparents were.  My grandfather was Gene



           9        Linedecker [phonetically], who was part of the



          10        original Farmingdale Police Department, from



          11        years ago.



          12                    And in all this time, to have



          13        something like this to just take over our



          14        quaint, homey Main Street, I think is



          15        abominable.



          16                    The other part I think is great.  I



          17        was very upset when the arena theater closed



          18        because I like the theater.  But having a



          19        theater here is fine, but we don't need all of



          20        these apartments hanging right over our Village



          21        Hall and our fire department.



          22                    And I think that it should be put



          23        on a vote to the people in the community,



          24        whether it gets built or not in that present



          25        condition.  I think there should be less.
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           2                    Thank you.



           3                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Thank you.



           4                    Okay.  I want to thank everybody for



           5        coming tonight.  I just have one thing before we



           6        break.  There's been a lot of talk going around



           7        about the building code and everybody's



           8        interpretation of it.



           9                    Several of us in the room -- up



          10        here and in the audience -- were actually there



          11        when the Code was being developed, and some of



          12        us have different ideas of what the Code means



          13        and what we can or cannot do.



          14                    So, I said -- I thought I had an



          15        intelligent thought.  I went to the guy who



          16        wrote it for us and said, "Mr. Walsh" -- who



          17        was the Village Attorney at the time -- "can



          18        you give us some enlightenment on what we, as a



          19        group, told you to write and what your opinion



          20        was when you put pen to paper and actually



          21        wrote it?"



          22                    I'm not going to read you the



          23        three-page letter, because we're all tired and



          24        you'll probably want to tar and feather me if I



          25        read it to you.
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           2                    So, all I can -- well, I'm just



           3        going to cut it short.  We'll give it to the



           4        court stenographer, so it will be a part of the



           5        public record and it can be viewed if need be.



           6                    I'll just read one quick paragraph.



           7        As our current Village Attorney told you



           8        earlier, my opinion is that -- Mr. Walsh -- my



           9        opinion is the Code gives the Board great



          10        discretion and the power to alter the code and



          11        the power is only capped in four ways:  The



          12        building height, the amount of units, building



          13        coverage area, and minium unit size.



          14                    Everything else the Board has -- in



          15        his opinion who wrote the law -- the ability to



          16        override it.  Whether the Board does or not,



          17        that is up to the Board.



          18                    But I think the public and everybody



          19        should have the Village Attorney's -- who wrote



          20        the laws -- opinion on what and what not the



          21        Village could do.



          22                    So, we'll just put that in with the



          23        court stenographer.



          24                    I want to thank everybody for



          25        coming tonight.  I think -- oh?
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           2                    You got it?



           3                    MS. PARISI:  Yes.  I know there's



           4        been a lot of talk tonight about a cultural



           5        arts center; okay?  And I just want to say that



           6        there is -- while it is not a guarantee --



           7        there is a chance -- okay, New York State has



           8        what they call their Downtown Revitalization



           9        Initiative.  And it's a New York State grant



          10        for $10 million, which is given -- ever year



          11        you can put an application in; okay?



          12                    So, it happens, like, around April



          13        or May, and I talked to the Mayor in Westbury.



          14        He sent me their application, because they were



          15        the first winners.  And so, while it's not a



          16        guarantee that we would be getting $10 million,



          17        it is something that I feel we should very much



          18        look into and develop a theme.  And there is a



          19        lot that we can do with $10 million.



          20                    So, it is something that I am going



          21        to work on.  You know, whether this application



          22        is passed or not, I am going to work on seeing



          23        if we can do our own application and possibly



          24        go forward in that direction.



          25                    FEMALE VOICE:  Thank you.





                      ACCURATE COURT REPORTING SERVICE, INC.

               866-388-2277   info@accuratecorp.com    631-331-3753

�

                                                                         176



           1                 PUBLIC HEARING - 9/24/18



           2                    FEMALE VOICE:  I think, tonight,



           3        you put the cart before the horse.  The main



           4        thing is this building.  The arts center comes



           5        after.  More people got up and talked about the



           6        arts center.  But they really should have been



           7        talking about the building, and do we like it



           8        or don't we like it?



           9                    And I still say, Ralph, it's



          10        Queens.  You may not want to hear it, but you



          11        heard it from other people tonight.



          12                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  No, no, that's



          13        quite all right.  And I still love you.



          14                    FEMALE VOICE:  I love you, too.



          15                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  The point that is



          16        to be made was what we're talking about -- the



          17        look of the building and the theater.



          18                    What the Board is looking to hear



          19        from the public is if the amenity of the theater



          20        is worth the building?  That's what the -- I'm



          21        not -- I'm saying that's what the purpose of the



          22        hearing is.



          23                    Is the amenity -- is the amenity of



          24        the theater worth the building?



          25                    FEMALE VOICE:  No.
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           2                    MALE VOICE:  No.



           3                    FEMALE VOICE:  No.



           4                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Well, I think I



           5        can hear you; okay?  But, that's the purpose.



           6        That's why it's a public hearing.  You know,



           7        you're looking at --



           8                    FEMALE VOICE:  Also, my comment is



           9        the young girl who read that letter.  When she



          10        came to the meeting, the first meeting we had,



          11        she came from Bethpage.  Now, is she still from



          12        Bethpage?  Yes.  So, we're worried about



          13        Bethpage or are we worried about Farmingdale?



          14        That's the thing.



          15                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  As you know, I let



          16        everybody speak --



          17                    FEMALE VOICE:  I know.



          18                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  (Continuing) --



          19        and probably 25 to 30 percent of the people



          20        resided outside of the Village, which is



          21        neither here nor there.  It's always me to let



          22        them speak; okay?



          23                    FEMALE VOICE:  Okay.



          24                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Just like I always



          25        let you speak.
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           2                    Mr. Sisco?



           3                    MR. SISCO:  Mr. Ralph.



           4                    Hey, listen, what she just talked



           5        about the State, right?  The State you can't



           6        depend on.



           7                    MS. PARISI:  I said that.  I said



           8        that.



           9                    MR. SISCO:  Believe you me.  We



          10        just got this new pool system in it -- if you



          11        go down Secatogue Avenue -- the lights and the



          12        kids on the stairs -- it didn't open yet, but



          13        they're out there -- forget about it.  You're



          14        not gonna have it.  You won't have nothing.



          15                    The stadium was, like, doable.  The



          16        stadium is nothing but rows and rows and rows



          17        of seating.  Where are all those people gonna



          18        park their cars?  Where are they gonna park?



          19                    MALE VOICE:  In the Village.



          20                    MR. SISCO:  Where are they gonna



          21        park?



          22                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Okay, Bill.  We



          23        got you.



          24                    Okay.  That's it for the public



          25        comment.  There's a lot of information here
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           2        tonight.



           3                    Do I entertain a motion from the



           4        Board to digest all the information and meet



           5        again on October 1st?  That's the next -- is



           6        that the next public meeting?  October 1st?  Do



           7        you have the date right?



           8                    MS. KELLY:  8:00 o'clock.



           9                    MR. PRIESTLEY:  I'll make a motion



          10        to close the --



          11                    MR. GOSLINE:  Why would you close



          12        the public hearing?



          13                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  I didn't --



          14                    MR. GOSLINE:  Why would you close



          15        the public info?  Why can't we --



          16                    MS. KELLY:  Public comment.  It's



          17        just for tonight.  It's just for tonight.



          18                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  You know, Chuck,



          19        you're always jumping off the handle --



          20                    MR. GOSLINE:  (Interjecting) Don't



          21        you say --



          22                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  (Continuing) -- I



          23        said I was closing the public comment for



          24        tonight.



          25                    MR. GOSLINE:  (Indecipherable
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           2        comment)



           3                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  And you're just --



           4        you see?  See how you're flying off the handle?



           5                    MR. GOSLINE:  I'm sorry.  I'm



           6        sorry.



           7                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  That's okay.



           8                    MR. GOSLINE:  I thought you said it



           9        was closed.



          10                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  That's okay.  I



          11        love you more than I love Lou.  But don't tell



          12        her.



          13                    All right.  To make it clear to



          14        everyone, we are closing the public comment for



          15        tonight, so everybody can go home, and there is



          16        a motion to continue the public hearing for



          17        October 1st.



          18                    Is there a second?



          19                    MS. PARISI:  I'll second the



          20        motion.



          21                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  All in favor?



          22                    (WHEREUPON, there was an unanimous,



          23        affirmative vote of the Board.)



          24                    (CONTINUED ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE)



          25
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           2                    MAYOR EKSTRAND:  Motion carried.



           3                    Thank you very much for coming.



           4                    (WHEREUPON, this hearing was



           5        concluded at 10:24 p.m.)



           6



           7   *                       *                         *
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           2                    C E R T I F I C A T I O N



           3   STATE OF NEW YORK



           4                    Ss:



           5   COUNTY OF SUFFOLK



           6                    I, NATASHA SNOOK, Court Reporter



           7        and Notary Public of the State of New York, do



           8        hereby certify:



           9                    That the within transcript was



          10        prepared by me and is a true and accurate



          11        record of this hearing to the best of my



          12        ability.



          13                    I further certify that I am not



          14        related to any of the parties to this matter by



          15        blood or by marriage and that I am in no way



          16        interested in the outcome of any of these



          17        matters.



          18                    IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto



          19        set my hand this 8th of October, 2018.



          20                    _______________________



          21                          NATASHA SNOOK
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